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Does the vehicle require 
hazardous material placards? 

Does the vehicle 
or combination 
of vehicles have 
ŀ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ 
weight rating 
(GVWR) of 
26,001 pounds or 
more? 

Is the vehicle a combination 
vehicle towing a unit over 10,000 
pounds GVWR? 

Does the single vehicle have a 
GVWR of 26,001 pounds or more? 

Is the vehicle designed by the 
manufacturer (placarded) to 
carry 16 or more passengers, 
including the driver? 

You need a CDL 

You need a CDL 

You need a CDL 

You DO NOT need a CDL 

You need a CDL 

NO 

 

YES 

YES 

 

YES 

 

YES 

 

NO 

NO 

 

NO 
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Note:  A bus may 
be either Class B 
or C depending 
on whether the 
GVWR is 26,001 
pounds or more. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Obtain License Type 

Chapters to Study 

1 2 3 4 5* 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Class A X X X  X X     X X X 

Class B X X X  X      X X X 

Class C X X X  X      X X X 

To Obtain 
Endorsements: 

 

Hazardous Materials   X X     X X     

Double/Triples   X X  X X X       

Tank Vehicle   X X     X X     

Passenger  X X X       X X X 

School Bus  X X X      X X X X 

*Study Chapter 5 if yo u plan to operate vehicles equipped with air brakes.  

Knowledge Test Information:  

Specific Test: Number of Questions: Minimum Correct to 
Pass: 

General Knowledge  50 40 

Hazmat 30 24 

Air Brake  25 20 

Combination Vehicles 20 16 

Tank vehicles 20 16 

Doubles/Triples 20 16 

Passenger Vehicles 20 16 

School Busses 20 16 
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Chapter 1  ȡ )ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ "ÁÓÉÃ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ 
 
This Chapter Covers: 
 

 Commercial Driver License Tests  
 Restrictions and Endorsements 
 Exemptions 
 Fees 
 How to Get a CDL 
 Safety Rules 

 

1.0   Introduction  

 
LŘŀƘƻΩǎ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ό/5[ύ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
is designed to improve safety on our highways by 
meeting federal requirements for testing and 
licensing commercial drivers. On October 26, 1986, 
Congress passed the Commercial Motor Vehicle 
Safety Act of 1986. This law sets minimum 
standards for the licensing of drivers of commercial 
motor vehicles. 
 
This manual provides driver license testing 
information for drivers who wish to have a 
commercial driver license (CDL). This manual does 
NOT provide information on all the federal 
requirements needed before you can drive a 
commercial motor vehicle (CMV). Regulations such 
as hours of service requirements, commercial 
vehicle licensing, etc. are not covered in this 
manual.  
 
To get a CDL, you must pass knowledge and skills 
tests. This manual will help you pass the tests.  
 

 
 

1.0.1   Commercial Vehicle Defined  

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƻǊŘ ƛƴ /5[ ƛǎ ά/ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭέΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ 
have a CDL to operate any of the following 
commercial vehicles: 
 

o Any single vehicle with a gross vehicle 
weight rating (GVWR) of 26,001 pounds or 
more. 

 
o A combination vehicle with a gross 

combination weight rating (GCWR) of 
26,001 or more pounds, provided the 
GVWR of the vehicle(s) being towed is in 
excess of 10,000 pounds. 

 
o A vehicle designed to transport 16 or more 

passengers (including the driver).  
 

o Any size vehicle which requires hazardous 
material placards or is carrying material 
listed as a select agent or toxin in 42 CFR 
part 73. Federal regulations through the 
Department of Homeland Security require a 
background check and fingerprinting for the 
Hazardous Materials endorsement. See 
Chapter Nine for more information.    

 
GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT RATING (GVWR)  The 
GVWR is the manufacturŜǊΩǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ǊŀǘƛƴƎ 
for the vehicle (truck, bus, or trailer), not the 
ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΩǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǿŜƛƎƘǘΦ  hƴ ǘǊǳŎƪǎΣ ǘƘŜ D±²w ƛǎ 
usually found on a metal identification plate inside 
ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŘƻƻǊΦ  hƴ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊǎΣ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
anywhere but is commonly found on the front of 
ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎƛŘŜΦ  CƻǊ LŘŀƘƻΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
absence of a GVWR, the actual weight of the 
vehicle plus its heaviest load is considered to be 
the GVWR.  Other states may use other definitions. 
 
 
 

This manual is not a substitute for a truck 
driver training class or prog ram. Formal 
training is the most reliable way to learn the 
many special skills required for safely 
driving a large commercial vehicle and 
becoming a professional driver in the 
trucking industry.   
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GROSS COMBINED WEIGHT RATING (GCWR):   The 
GCWR is the total weight of the GVWRs of each 
unit of a combination vehicle (truck/tractor and 
trailer(s) added together.  
 
 

 
Figure 1.1: Determining Class of CDL Required 

1.0.2   Commercial Vehicle Exemptions  

Even if your vehicle is a commercial vehicle as 
defined above, you may still qualify for one of the 
federal and/or state CDL exemptions.  There are 
four categories of CDL exemptions. 
 
Recreational Vehicle Exemption:   The 
Recreational Vehicle Exemption applies to drivers 
of vehicles used exclusively to transport personal 
possessions or family members for non-business or 
recreational purposes. 
 

 

 
Military Vehicle Exemption:   The Military 
Vehicle Exemption applies to military vehicle 
operators who are considered active-duty military 
personnel and to civilians who are required to wear 
uniforms and are subject to the Code of Military 
Justice. 
 
Emergency Vehicle Exemption:   The 
Emergency Vehicle Exemption applies to drivers of 
firefighting or other emergency equipment used in 
response to emergencies involving the 
preservation of life or property. 

SPECIAL NOTE:  Recreational Vehicles are 
ŜȄŜƳǇǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ 
requirements.   
However, any person who operates a custom 
motorcoach for commercial purposes, with a 
gross vehicle weight rating or gross vehicle 
weight greater than 26,001 pounds, is required 
ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
passenger endorsement.   
This rule applies even if the vehicle is designed 
or used to transport less than 16 passengers, 
including the driver. 
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Farm Vehicle Exemption:   The Farm Vehicle 
Exemption applies to drivers of farm vehicles, 
including family members and farm hands, under 
certain conditions only.  The farm exemption 
applies to drivers of farm vehicles which are: 
 

1. Controlled and operated by the farmer; 
 

2. Used to transport agricultural products, 
supplies, and machinery to or from a farm; 

 
3. Not used in common or contract carrier 

operations, and 
 

4. bƻǘ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мрл ƳƛƭŜǎ όάŀǎ ǘhe 
ŎǊƻǿ ŦƭƛŜǎέύ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳΦ 

 
The farm exemption is intended for small farm-to-
market operations only.  It does not extend beyond 
the boundaries of Idaho unless there is a current 
reciprocity agreement in affect between states.  
Also, it does not include farmers who are 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
receiving any compensation for the services. 
 
 

 

1.0.3   Commercial License Types  

 
There are 3 classes of CDL Licenses: 
 
Class A: Combination vehicles with a gross 
combined weight rating (GCWR) of 26,001 or more 
pounds, provided the GVWR of the vehicle(s) being 
towed is greater than 10,000 pounds.  Drivers with 
Class A licenses may, with the proper 
endorsements, operate vehicles requiring a Class B, 
C or D license. 
 
Class B:  Single vehicles with a GVWR of 26,001 or 
more pounds, or any such vehicle towing a vehicle 
under 10,000 pounds GVWR.  Drivers with Class B 
licenses may, with the proper endorsements, 
operate vehicles requiring a Class C or D license. 
 
Class C: Any single vehicle with a GVWR of 26,000 
pounds or less that is hauling placarded hazardous 
materials or designed to transport 16 or more 
passengers, including the driver.  Note: these 
vehicles can tow a vehicle not in excess of 10,000 
pounds GVWR.  Drivers with Class C licenses may 
also operate a class D vehicle. 

1.0.4 Commercial License Endorsements  

 
You must have the appropriate endorsements on 
your CDL if you haul hazardous materials, pull 
double or triple trailers, operate a vehicle or pull a 
trailer with a tank, operate a passenger vehicle or 
school bus. 
 
Hazardous Materials (H):   Hazardous Materials (H) 
endorsement is required for drivers of vehicles 
transporting hazardous materials that require 
hazardous material placards per the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act.  A written test and a 
TSA security threat assessment are required each 
time the driver renews his/her license. 
 
Double/Triple (T):   Double/Triple (T) endorsement 
is required for drivers of vehicles pulling two or 
three trailers. (A dolly or load divider, sometimes 
ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ŀ άƧŜŜǇέ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴŜ 
trailer.) 

The definition of commercial vehicles includes 
many vehicles that might not seem to be 
commercial vehicles, but are when combined 
with large trailers, for example.  GVWR should be 
closely checked to determine if the vehicle 
combination requires a CDL.   
 

 
Vehicles weighing over 10,000 pounds GVWR 
used in commerce across state lines fall under 
Federal Motor Carrier requirements even though 
the driver may not need a CDL.  Operators of 
vehicles in this Category should contact Idaho 
State Police, Commercial Vehicle Safety at (208) 
884-7220 for guidance.  
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Tank vehicles (N):   Tank vehicles (N) endorsement 
is required if you want to haul any  liquid or 
gaseous materials  in a tank or tanks having an 
individual rated capacity of more than 119 gallons 
and an aggregate rated capacity of 1,000 gallons or 
more that is either permanently or temporarily 
attached to the vehicle or chassis.  Such vehicles 
include, but are not limited to, cargo tanks and 
portable tanks, as defined in the hazardous 
materials regulations.   
 
Passenger (P):   Passenger (P) endorsement is 
required for drivers of vehicles designed to carry 16 
or more passengers including the driver.  Both 
written and skills tests are required to obtain this 
endorsement. 
 
School Bus (S):  School Bus (S) endorsement is 
required for drivers of commercial vehicles used to 
transport preprimary, primary, or secondary school 
students from home to school, from school to 
home, or to and from school-sponsored events.  
Both written and skills tests are required to obtain 
this endorsement. 
Motorcycle (M):  Motorcycle (M) endorsement is 
required for motorcycle operators.  Drivers must 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ άaέ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ /ƭŀǎǎ 5 ƻǊ 
/ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŀ 
motorcycle as defined by Idaho law (see the Idaho 
Motorcycle Operator Manual).  A motorcycle 
means every motor vehicle having a seat or saddle 
for the use of the rider and designed to travel on 
not more than three wheels in contact with the 
ground, but excluding a tractor and moped.  
Motorcycle operators must pass a written and skills 
exam to add the endorsement. 
 
Tank Vehicles/Hazardous Materials (X):  Tank 
Vehicles/Hazardous Materials (X) is used when a 
driver has more endorsements on his/her license 
ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ά·έ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ 
represents the combination of both the tank 
vehicles (N) and hazardous materials (H) 
endorsements; therefore,  a Class A CDL may show 
either an X or an N and H endorsement depending 
on the amount of other endorsements the driver 
may have on his/her license. 

1.0.5    Commercial License Restrictions  

 
(E) Restriction- Automatic Transmission:  The (E) 
restriction prohibits driving of commercial vehicles 
with a manual transmission.  If an applicant 
performs the CDL skills test in a vehicle equipped 
with an automatic transmission, this restriction will 
be placed on the CDL.  For purposes of the CDL 
skills test and the restriction, an automatic 
transmission includes any transmission not 
operating fully on the gear shift and clutch 
principle. 
 
(L) Restriction ς Air Brakes:  The (L) restriction 
prohibits driving of vehicles with air brakes.  The 
CDL will carry this restriction unless you pass an air 
brakes knowledge test and a skills test (Pre-trip 
Inspection and Road Test) in a vehicle equipped 
with air brakes. 
 
(M) Restriction ς Except Class A Bus:   The (M) 
restriction prohibits a driver with a passenger 
endorsement from operating a Class A bus if a Class 
A bus was not used for the skills test. 
 
(N) Restriction ς Except Class A and B Bus:   
Restricts a CDL holder with the passenger 
endorsement from operating a Class A or B bus if a 
Class A or B bus was not used during their 
passenger endorsement skills test. 
 
(O) Restriction- No Tractor Trailer:  The (O) 
restriction restricts a CDL holder from operating a 
tractor-trailer with a fifth wheel coupling.  If an 
applicant performs a Class A skills test in a 
combination vehicle with the power unit and 
towed unit connected with a pintle hook or other 
non-fifth wheel connection, this restriction will be 
placed on the CDL.  Any combination OTHER THAN 
a TRACTOR-TRAILER with a full size fifth wheel 
coupling will result in an (O) restriction 
 
(Z) Restriction ς No Full Air Brake System:  
Restricts the CDL Holder from driving a CMV 
with full air brakes.  This occurs if you tested in a 
vehicle with an air over hydraulic brake system. 
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1.0.6  Seasonal CDL for Farm -Related Services 

 
A Seasonal Commercial Driver's License is available 
to qualified seasonal drivers for certain farm-
related service industries such as custom 
harvesters, farm retail outlets and suppliers, 
agrichemical businesses, and livestock feeders. 
 
The Seasonal CDL is only valid within 150 miles of 
the business or farm being serviced.  The Seasonal 
CDL is valid (with a Class D license) for 180 days in a 
12 month period, and can only be obtained twice in 
a lifetime. 
 
The Seasonal CDL is not valid for driving Class A 
(combination) vehicles or passenger vehicles 
constructed to carry 16 or more people including 
the driver.  The Seasonal CDL is not valid for driving 
vehicles carrying hazardous materials requiring 
placards except for diesel fuel in quantities of 1,000 
gallons or less, liquid fertilizers in vehicles or 
implements of husbandry with total capacities of 
3,000 gallons or less, or solid fertilizers that are not 
mixed or transported with any organic substance. 
 
Requirements 
 
To apply for a Seasonal CDL you must: 
 
ü Be at least 16 years of age. 

 
ü Have a valid Class D license. 

 
ü Have at least 1 year of driving experience in 

any type of motor vehicle. 
 
ü Have not violated the CDL single license 

requirements. 
 
ü Have not had any license suspensions, 

revocations or cancellations. 
 
ü Have not had any convictions in any vehicle 

for any of the following offenses: 
 

1. Excessive speeding (15 or more miles above 
the posted speed limit); 

 
2. Reckless driving; 

 
3. Improper or erratic lane changes; 

 
4. Following the vehicle ahead too closely; 

 
5. Driving a commercial motor vehicle without 

obtaining a CDL; 
 

6. Driving a commercial motor vehicle without 
a CDL in the driǾŜǊΩǎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΤ 

 
7. Driving a commercial motor vehicle without 

the proper class of CDL and/or 
endorsements for the specific vehicle group 
being operated or for the passengers or type 
of cargo being transported; 

 
8. Violation of any other motor vehicle traffic 

control laws which result in a fatal traffic 
accident; 

 
9. Driving while under the influence of alcohol 

or a controlled substance, including a refusal 
to test; 

 
10. Leaving the scene of an accident, or 

 
11. Using a vehicle to commit a felony. 

 
The holder of a Seasonal CDL is subject to all 
disqualifying offenses and requirements applicable 
to CDL holders.  Each applicant's driving record will 
be checked prior to issuance of a Seasonal CDL.  
Issuance of a Seasonal CDL will be entered on the 
/ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ Information System 
(CDLIS). 
 
The holder of a Seasonal CDL must pass the CDL 
General Knowledge written test.  The Air Brakes 
test is also required if the vehicles to be driven are 
equipped with air brakes.  Endorsement tests and 
skills tests are not required. 
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1.1   Commercial Driver License Tests 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ 
licenses: Class A, B and C.  Drivers of vehicles that 
do not fall in Classes A, B, or C will be issued Class D 
(non-commercial) licenses.  This manual provides 
you with the information necessary to pass all CDL 
written tests.  Information regarding the skills test 
requirements is also included.  The headings for 
each paragraph sub-section may help you locate 
specific topics of interest. 

1.1.1   Knowledge Tests and License Classes 

 
You will have to take one or more knowledge tests 
όǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘŜǎǘǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 
5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ hŦŦƛŎŜύ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ 
license and what endorsements you need. The CDL 
knowledge tests include: 
 

o General Knowledge - taken by all 
applicants. 

o Passenger - taken by all bus driver 
applicants. 

o Air Brakes - required if your vehicle has air 
brakes, including air over hydraulic brakes. 

o Combination Vehicles - required if you 
want to drive combination vehicles. 

o Hazardous Materials - required if you want 
to haul hazardous materials as defined in 49 
CFR 383.5.  In order to obtain this 
endorsement you are also required to pass 
a Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA) background check- see Chapter Nine 
for details. 

o Tank vehicle - required if you want to haul 
any  liquid or gaseous materials  in a tank or 
tanks having an individual rated capacity of 
more than 119 gallons and an aggregate 
rated capacity of 1,000 gallons or more that 
is either permanently or temporarily 
attached to the vehicle or chassis. 

o Doubles/Triples - required if you want to 
pull double or triple trailers. 

o School Bus - required (along with a 
passenger endorsement) if you want to 
drive a school bus. 

1.1.2   Skills Tests 

 
If you pass the required knowledge test(s), you can 
take the CDL skills tests. There are three types of 
general skills that will be tested: pre-trip 
inspection, basic vehicle control, and on-road 
driving. You must take these tests in the type of 
vehicle for which you wish to be licensed.  Any 
vehicle that has components marked or labeled 
cannot be used for the Pre-Trip Inspection Test. 
 
Pre-trip Vehicle Inspection:  You will be tested to 
see if you know whether your vehicle is safe to 
drive. You will be asked to do a pre-trip inspection 
of your vehicle and explain to the examiner what 
you would inspect and why.  
 
Basic Vehicle Control:   You will be tested on your 
skill to control the vehicle. You will be asked to 
move your vehicle forward, backward, and turn it 
within a defined area. These areas may be marked 
with traffic lanes, cones, barriers, or something 
similar. The examiner will tell you how each control 
test is to be done.  
On-road Test: You will be tested on your skill to 
safely drive your vehicle in a variety of traffic 
situations. The situations may include left and right 
turns, intersections, railroad crossings, curves, up 
and down grades, single or multi-lane roads, 
streets, or highways. The examiner will tell you 
where to drive.  
 
See the chart in the front of this manual to see 
which sections you should study for each 
particular class of license and for each 
endorsement. 

1.2   Self-Certification  & Medical   

Requirements 

 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ [ŜŀǊƴŜǊΩǎ 
Permit; or are renewing, upgrading, adding 
endorsements to or transferring a CDL from 
another state, federal rules require that you 
provide information to the Idaho Transportation 
Department regarding the type of commercial 
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motor vehicle operation you drive in or expect to 
drive in with your CDL. This process is known as 
ά{ŜƭŦ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 
 
Self-Certification can be accomplished at your 
Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
your own self-certification on the ITD website at 
the following web address:  
https://dmvapps.itd.idaho.gov/cdlselfcertification/ 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǘƻ άǎŜƭŦ-ŎŜǊǘƛŦȅέ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
change your category at any time.  Be aware, if you 
self-certify in ǘƘŜ άLƴǘǊŀǎǘŀǘŜέ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΣ ŀ άYέ 
(intrastate operation only) restriction will be placed 
on your commercial license. 
 
For the purpose of complying with the 
requirements for medical certification, it is 
important to know how you are using the CMV. 
The following information will help you decide how 
to self-certify: 

1.2.1    Interstate or Intrastate Commerce  

Do you, or will you, use a CDL to operate a CMV in 
interstate or intrastate commerce? 
 
Interstate commerce is when you drive a CMV: 
 
¶ From one State to another State or a 

foreign country; 
¶ Between two places within a State, but 

during part of the trip, the CMV crosses into 
another State or foreign country; or 

¶ Between two places within a State, but the 
cargo or passengers are part of a trip that 
began or will end in another State or 
foreign country. 
 

Intrastate commerce is when you drive a CMV 
within a State and you do not meet any of the 
descriptions above for interstate commerce. 
 
If you operate in both intrastate commerce and 
interstate commerce, you must choose interstate 
commerce. 

1.2.2   Inter/Intrastate Commerce: Status 
Non-excepted or Excepted?  

 
Once you decide whether you will operate in 
interstate commerce or intrastate commerce, you 
must decide whether you will operate (or expect to 
operate) in a non-excepted or excepted status. 
This decision will tell you to which of the four types 
of commerce you must self-certify. 
 
Interstate Commerce: 
You operate in excepted interstate commerce 
when you drive a CMV in interstate commerce only 
for the following excepted activities: 
¶ To transport school children and/or school 

staff between home and school *; 
¶ As Federal, State or local government 

employees; 
¶ To transport human corpses or sick or 

injured persons; 
¶ Fire truck or rescue vehicle drivers during 

emergencies and other related activities; 
¶ Primarily in the transportation of propane 

winter heating fuel when responding to an 
emergency condition requiring immediate 
response such as damage to a propane gas 
system after a storm or flooding; 

¶ In Response to a pipeline emergency 
condition requiring immediate response 
such as a pipeline leak or rupture; 

¶ In custom harvesting on a farm or to 
transport farm machinery and supplies used 
in the custom harvesting operation to and 
from a farm or to transport custom 
harvested crops to storage or market; 

¶ Beekeeper in the seasonal transportation of 
bees; 

¶ Controlled and operated by a farmer, but is 
not a combination vehicle (power unit and 
towed unit), and is used to transport 
agricultural products, farm machinery or 
farm supplies (no placardable hazardous 
materials) to and from a farm and within 
150 air-miles of the farm; 

¶ As a private motor carrier of passengers for 
non-business purposes ; or 

¶ To transport migrant workers. 

https://dmvapps.itd.idaho.gov/cdlselfcertification/
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If you answered yes to one or more of the above 
activities as the only operation in which you drive, 
you operate in excepted interstate commerce and 
Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǊΩǎ 
certificate. 
 

*Note:  Idaho Department of Education 
requires public school bus drivers to 
Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǊΩǎ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜΦ 

 

If you answered no to all of the above activities, 
you operate in non-excepted interstate commerce 
and are required to provide a current medical 
ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǊΩǎ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ όпф /Cw офмΦпрύΣŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ 
referred to as a medical certificate or DOT card, to 
ITD.  Most CDL holders who drive CMVs in 
interstate commerce are non-excepted interstate 
commerce drivers. 
 
If you operate in both excepted interstate 
commerce and non-excepted interstate 
commerce, you must choose non-excepted 
interstate commerce to be qualified to operate in 
both types of interstate commerce. 
 
Intrastate Commerce: 
You operate in excepted intrastate commerce 
when you drive a CMV only in intrastate commerce 
hauling exempt commodities or other activities 
which do not require you to meet medical 
certification requirements.   
 
You operate in non-excepted intrastate commerce 
when you drive a CMV only in intrastate commerce 
and are required to meet DOT medical certification 
requirements. 
 
If you operate in both excepted intrastate 
commerce and non-excepted intrastate 
commerce, you must choose non-excepted 
intrastate commerce. 

1.2.3   Self-Certification Statements  

When completing an application for your CDL, you 
will be required to check the box next to the 
statement that describes your status.  Based on the 
information above, choose from: 

 
Ã Interstate non-excepted 
Ã Interstate excepted  
Ã Intrastate non-excepted 
Ã Intrastate excepted  

 

 

1.2.4 Medical Requirements for CDL Holders  

Most people who drive Commercial Motor Vehicles      
(also called a CMV) are required to have a valid 
aŜŘƛŎŀƭ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŜǊΩǎ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ.  The certificate is 
issued to the driver upon passing a medical exam 
done by a provider listed on the National Registry 
of Medical Examiners (see section 1.2.7).  The 
driver then submits a copy of the MCSA5876 form 
to their local DMV or to ITD Headquarters to be 
entered on their driving record.  This must be 
accomplished before driving a CMV in most cases.  
 

 
Figure 1.2 Sample MCSA 5876 Form 
 
 Some states require all persons who drive a CMV 
to be medically qualified- Idaho currently does not. 
It is left up to the driver to determine if he or she is 
required to be medically qualified.   

Note:  The above federal definitions can be 
confusing.  Generally, if you are 21 or over, 
keep up your medical certification, and ever 
drive commercially across state lines or think 
you might, you should self-ŎŜǊǘƛŦȅ άLƴǘŜǊǎǘŀǘŜ 
- non-ŜȄŎŜǇǘŜŘέ ǘo avoid restrictions on your 
CDL.  If you have questions call Driver 
Services (208) 334-8736 for help. 

 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































