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Meeting Participants’          
-     A total of 157 people attended the public meeting.
Demographics

-     Of those 157 participants, 93 were male.

· Of those 157 participants, 64 were female.

· 149 participants were representing themselves as businesses, property/homeowners, interested citizens or citizen groups.

· One participant was from the Idaho State Legislature. 

· Eight participants were from local, state and federal agencies.

· One participant was from the media.

Public Meeting Schedule

September 3, 2003
Project brochure mailed to public (see mailing list)

September 10, 2003
Newspaper ad appeared in the Messenger Index (Emmett Newspaper)

September 15, 2003
News release distributed to local media

September 17, 2003
Newspaper ad appeared in the Idaho Statesman and Messenger Index

September 18, 2003
News release distributed to local media

September 21, 2003
Newspaper ad appeared in Idaho Statesman

September 24, 2003
Public meeting held

October 8, 2003

Comment period ended


Mailing List

All mailings were sent to addresses within the project area that includes Emmett, Eagle and Star through a zip code mail drop that reached 8,314 addresses. In addition, a mailing list was developed from the stakeholder list that includes property owners, city, county and state officials, media, and residents out the project area that are interested in the project. That list included 676 addresses.  






Total Mailing Reach

8,990


Meeting Overview

At the open house meeting project officials provided information about each of the original alternatives and a new option for the Idaho 16 corridor. The new design option was developed based on public input received at meetings in April and May 2003. Project displays showed the use of frontage and backage roads, access management environmental maps, the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program, right-of-way, and traffic. Information concerning the Firebird Raceway passing lanes and the Freezeout Hill passing lanes projects was also displayed. Representatives from COMPASS, ACDS and GCDS attended the open house to gather input and answer questions from the public.  

Summary of Written Comments

Comments were collected from September 24, 2003 through October 8, 2003 regarding the Idaho 16 Improvement Study. Meeting participants, home/business-owners, citizen groups, elected officials and interested citizens provided the Idaho Transportation Department with nineteen (19) written comments. Numerous issues and concerns regarding the Idaho 16 projects were expressed in each comment form. The following bullet points highlight the public’s various issues and concerns.

Non-project Specific Comments

· Address mail delivery.

· Need to think about adding a bike lane, or not allowing bikes on the highway. Fund the bike lane with a registration on the bikes; autos pay one.

· Do away with the bike lane. Have bikes use frontage roads.

Idaho 16 Improvement Study

· Slopes are up to 45% to West High Ridge Lane from Equest Lane.

· Proposal will take out five irrigation systems with 100’ r/w – even a 60’ r/w.

· I am for frontage roads. Access should be a big issue here and safety accessing the highway should be more important than the convenience of an individual access.

· Plan 1C is the way to go.

· Keep traffic flowing while maintaining safe driving conditions. The fewer the accesses the better the control of traffic. The new design will help eliminate vehicles from suddenly stopping without warning. Turnout or passing lanes should be constant on the entire highway. Five lanes would reduce people from passing on curves and racing to miss oncoming cars more than anything.

· The new design looks great. Access roads are needed to keep traffic flow on Idaho 16.

· Don’t make another Eagle Road. I would favor full freeway interchanges instead of stoplights at about four intersections in the length of the highway.

· Look into the traffic going to Firebird Race Track coming off of a frontage road instead of Idaho 16.

· It would be preferable to have a backage road system to access property along the highway. As few as possible access points should be allowed to intersect Idaho 16 (every 2-3 miles).

· We need to keep traffic moving, as any economic development we get in Gem County will be dependent on highways connecting as quickly as possible with the interstate system. If the traffic has to stop every mile (like Eagle Road) it will impact our economic development. The chosen alternative must look at extending across to the interstate with as little access problems as possible.

· Typical Sections/Intersections are a hazard for any traffic making a left turn. This idea needs more research.

· Don’t forget all of the horse owners; don’t lock us out or limit our access to the hills.

· A couple well-placed “real” passing lanes each direction would help solve a lot of problems. The passing lanes need to be more adequate than the one on Freezeout Hill. Improved shoulders meeting new standards are also needed.

Traffic/Speed Limit/Safety 

· Need better enforcement on the road at peak times. Speed is not the problem, the problem is people driving too slow and creating a line of 20 cars behind them.

· 65 mph is a good speed.

· Start ticketing people going too slow and holding up traffic.

· Need to enforce all traffic laws. Both speeders and slow drivers are an equal danger on this highway, but the slow drivers are ignored.

· Signs should be added on Idaho 16 that states that “people driving below the speed limit are subject to fines or tickets” it would improve the traffic flow.

 Freezeout Hill Passing Lanes

· Recommend restrooms and kiosks be installed on the flat area immediately below the Freezeout Hill scenic overlook. People are using the Freezeout Memorial site as a bathroom and kiosks identifying surrounding features would be enhancements to the overlook.

Firebird Passing Lanes

· Allow re-signing and re-striping on the Firebird South acceleration lane to allow its use as a legal passing lane during all times when Firebird is not in use.

Substation Light

· The traffic light is a bad idea for truck traffic. Traffic will be slowed by trucks on the uphill pull. Trucks dropping off Freezeout Hill will be a hazard trying to stop at Substation. Within a few hundred feet there will be three traffic lights, Substation, the new light at Johns and the light at Washington. Bad decision.

· I am concerned with the safety of accessing Idaho 16 from north Substation Road. A fully operational traffic light is essential to this intersection. Accidents are frequent and the numbers won’t be lessened with just a flashing amber light.


The bullet points above outline the issues and concerns addressed by the public through written comments but do not reflect the number of people that may have had similar comments. Some comment forms included drawings to help illustrate suggested changes to the alternatives. Copies of the comment forms are included in this report.
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