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Hearing Participants’          
-     A total of 136 people attended the public hearing.
Demographics

-     72 participants were male.

· 62 participants were female.

· Two participants did not provide gender information.

· 124 participants were representing themselves as businesses, property/homeowners, interested citizens or citizen groups.

· Eleven participants were from local, state and federal agencies.

· One participant was from the media.

Public Hearing Schedule

August 27, 2004
Letter providing hearing information mailed to property owners 

September 14, 2004
News release announcing the Environmental Assessment (EA) is available for review distributed to media

September 15, 2004
Postcard providing hearing information mailed out to public (see stakeholder list)

September 15, 2004
Legal notice appeared in local newspapers

September 29, 2004
Legal notice appeared in local newspapers

September 29, 2004
Newspaper display ad appeared in Idaho Statesman (Treasure Valley) and Messenger Index (Emmett)

October 3, 2004
Newspaper display ad appeared in Idaho Statesman

October 4, 2004
News release providing hearing information distributed to media

October 6, 2004
Newspaper display ad appeared in Messenger Index

October 6, 2004
Public Hearing held at Emmett High School, Emmett, Idaho

October 7, 2004
Public Hearing held at Eagle Christian Church, Eagle, Idaho

October 22, 2004
Public comment period ended


Mailing List

All mailings were sent to addresses within the project area that includes Emmett, Eagle and Star through a zip code mail drop that reached 8,610 addresses. In addition, a mailing list was developed from the stakeholder list that includes property owners, city, county and state officials, media, and residents out the project area that are interested in the project. That list included 558 addresses.  






Total Mailing Reach

9,168


Hearing Overview

At the hearing project officials provided information about the preferred alternative and the Environmental Assessment. Project displays showed Alternative 1 – Option C, typical sections, intersections, environmental maps and information, the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program, right-of-way, and an overview of public involvement in the project. Information concerning roadway construction such as the Firebird South Passing Lanes project was also displayed. Representatives from ITD’s Highway Safety department, COMPASS and Commuteride also provided information and gathered public input at the hearing.  
Summary of Written Comments

Comments were collected from August 27, 2004 through October 22, 2004 regarding the Idaho 16 Improvement Study. Meeting participants, home/business-owners, citizen groups, elected officials and interested citizens provided the Idaho Transportation Department with forty (40) written comments. Numerous issues and concerns regarding the Idaho 16 project were expressed in each comment form.  The following bullet points highlight the public’s various issues and concerns.  Comments are in the respondent’s “own words”, however, they are only a portion of the entire comment.  To review the comment in its entirety see attached comment forms. 
Alternative 1 – Option C. 

· Remove the proposed interchange at Cherry Lane-Sand Hollow and Hwy 16 intersection. Dead end both of these streets at this location. The approaches for an overpass of Hwy 16 at Cherry Lane would be too short due to current homes in area.
· Option C alternative is the correct choice, however I would like the number of intersections reduced by about half. 

· I can add nothing of technical merit to what the engineers have decided on; their work is sound.

· This improvement should make commuting between Emmett & Boise smooth and rapid.

· Filling the Hwy with stoplights will keep the flow slow and cumbersome.

· It would be prudent for ITD to retain the same staff on this project and the same consultants to see it through fruition.

· Concept seems on surface to be a good one to help traffic move on and off highway using frontage/backage roads and one-mile interval access.

· Remember that people from the Emmett Valley will need to access Treasure Valley and vice versa, if this route becomes too slow or cluttered with traffic signals, we will have to pay for a new road, a new right of way.

· My family would appreciate seeing the project constructed to make I-16 travel from Boise to Emmett safer.

· Floating Feather has no left turn lanes & with new developments in North Star it could get very dangerous.

· There should be a frontage road put south of the Halfway Village, approx. 50’ driving south from Emmett at 65 mph going over the hill at Halfway Village there is a turn. (Campbells, permit # 3-03-229) It is dangerous and should be fixed immediately.

· Turning into Hillsdale Estates is also dangerous – slowing traffic to turn in are often at risk of a head-on collision.

· Frontage/backage roads may be as close as 30 ft – will there be a shield for engineering techniques to protect us from oncoming lights on the right of us?
· (Floating Feather) That section should be done first and with funding available, all the way to Hillsdale Estates, i.e. through the most populated areas where there will be traffic getting on & off the highway.

· This Highway is too busy now and should actually be 5 lanes all the way to Highway 44.

· I am pleased the Alternative 1-Options C proposal is being considered. It seems to me that anything less than four lanes for Idaho 16 with frontage roads would be a major mistake.

· The only feasible solution to the hiway 16 problem is to have a 4 lane road with a turn lane from Substation Rd. to Hwy 44. With the money that has been spent to this point and the patch work that will continue this could already have been done.

· A proposed 4 lane HWY without frontage roads seems a reasonable solution. We cannot continue to spend tax dollars in the wrong areas that do not fix problems.

· We would be in favor of a close frontage road that would follow Highway 16 and not take out our beautiful hill and scenery (near West Trumpet Lane). We would also favor the intersection to be further south than the proposed improvement.

· I recommend that every effort be made to assure access to the scenic overlook is retained and that adding a rest stop with rest rooms and kiosks be included as an integral part of the planned addition of south-bound passing lane project in 2006.

· The City of Eagle is in support of the proposed alternative and improvement plan for the highway with the exception to the “looped” frontage road concept proposed at major intersections. The City of Eagle does not support the fronting of commercial, office or mixed uses along the State Highway 16 corridor and feels the construction of the proposed frontage road system could force land uses contrary to the policies of the Soaring 2025 Plan.
· Jake Brakes – we have presented a petition to Gem County Commissioners requesting a “No Jake Brakes” sign at the top of Freeze Out Hill to no avail. Is there anything the state can do to help us out on this annoying issue?

· Have you considered big game crossings and fences? This could be incorporated into a livestock tunnel.

· What is the status of Rosemary Road? Is it a country road?

Environmental Assessment

· The Ea looks very comprehensive & shows very little impact. 
Right-of-way/property acquisition

· How much will the Davis’ lose with new access?

· The Fullers have legal easements (to Roseway Lane) and should have been included in any changes that took place regarding our road, where easements are concerned we should have been considered as a partial property owner and not excluded from negotiations.

· The loss of 100% of my property seems absurd. The proposed Highway as it is proposed only makes life more difficult for property owners simply for the benefit of people from Emmett!
· It appears that one of the frontage roads will be on or very near my property. Would like someone to show me exactly where.

· After reviewing several site maps and aerial photos, as well as speaking to representatives we realized just how severely we were going to be impacted.

· We suggest, instead of widening Broadwood into property on BOTH sides, you consider using us (Miller’s) and Mike Bowler’s property. Thereby leaving 3 property owners, Jeff Arant, Tim Waldron, Tony Hardy undisturbed.

· What is the definition of reasonable (access)?

· Will IDT issue me a recordable document to specify my future access?

· If we do not get reasonable and affordable access comparable to our current access will we be compensated for the fair market value of the affected property?

Access

· Want to be assured that heavy truck traffic has been considered for access & egress from the above property (Miller’s, 8000 Hwy 16)

· Access to the Winery at Eagle Knoll is extremely dangerous. Pulling out to head north you can’t see any traffic because of the curve – traffic is going at 65 mph.

· It is important that this (access points at one mile intervals) does not lead to a signal every mile. Traffic signals add a considerable amount of time to a trip.

· The Winery access as it was allowed is very, very dangerous – when you come out of the winery and need to turn left you cannot see adequately to the south because of the turn.

· The (temporary) access south of Trumpet on the east side of the highway has the potential of danger and some alternative should be sought immediately.

· Two other places of concern are base of the hill just north of Chaparral and across from the Halfway Bar. Can’t see what is coming from either location.

· “Temporary” accesses need to be tackled immediately! No waiting for build out.

High Ridge Lane
· We recommend that the new High Ridge Road be a public road.

· If the state requires the road to be two lanes, then the state should maintain the road. Otherwise leave the road one lane and keep it as a private road.

Deep Canyon 
· Need a better exchange at Hwy 16 and Hillsdale Estates entrance (Deep Canyon Way?) such as a full-diamond exchange.

· I suppose I should ask for a full diamond interchange at Deep Canyon (Hillsdale) for the simple reason that “If you don’t ask, you’ll never get a chance.”

Firebird Passing Lanes

· Remove “right lane must turn right” sign at between mileposts 5 & 6
· Remove right turn arrows between mileposts 5 & 6
· Remove solid white lane dividing lines & replace with dashed white lines between mileposts 5 & 6
· Southbound traffic is currently not “keeping right except to pass” & therefore the brand new passing lane can not be used at all.
· People will (and do) use these lanes as a “racetrack” to try and pass every vehicle they can possible pass, even when the lanes merge back into one.

· It seems to me that the new passing lane will encourage faster driving through that stretch and turn into a short drag strip making it quite dangerous. I hope that new additional improvements will be forthcoming. 

· The quality of work in that same area (Firebird) seems to be lacking. The new pavement seems rough to me. 

· The southbound passing lane is not being used as it should be. A majority of the traffic is staying in the left lane mostly due to the confusing lane striping & signage.  I would like to recommend the following actions: 

1. Remove the solid white lane striping and re-stripe with dashed white stripes

2. Remove the right turn arrows and the "Right Lane must Turn Right" sign at the entrance to Firebird Raceway 

3. Move the "Keep Right Except to Pass" sign closer to where the road first widens (prior to reaching the Firebird entrance). Or instead, just install an additional sign at this location.

4. Replace the "Lane Ends Merge Left" sign with a "Lane Ends Merge Right" sign.  

Substation stoplight/passing lanes

· I foresee an increase of accidents there because as trucks try to get up to speed in the right hand lane, people will try to make it past them at all costs, and continue to pass on the curve even after the lanes merge.

· Make this light fully operational at the earliest opportunity to reduce accidents.

· The signal light should function as soon as possible at Substation & Hwy 16.

· This is a dangerous and unnecessary signal. Trucks are a danger when they are coming down the hill and are required to suddenly stop.
· When the traffic signal goes up at Substation Rd and Highway 16 there should be a passing lane put in all the way to the top of the hill.
Noise walls

· It appears the sound wall will not be extended further south to encompass all of Windfall Subdivision. We were told because of the vacant lots.  We would certainly appreciate a sound wall all the way to Cherry Ln. from Substation Rd.

· Cars and trucks pass our home along the top of our fence. The noise level makes in impossible to talk in the backyard at peak hours. What we are asking for is a silent wall similar to those in Boise and Eagle. Please help us live with the increase in traffic and noise.

Safety concerns

· The vast majority of problems I see are related to drivers who drive too fast, follow too closely, and pass when they shouldn’t. My advice is Start out 10 minutes earlier, relax, enjoy the drive, and arrive alive.
· There needs to be a major police presence to stop this dangerous behavior (people going at least 65 to try to pass everyone in the right lanes northbound by Firebird).
· HWY 16 is still, in spite of these few unsafe drivers, one of the 4 safest Hwy’s in the state. This is according to ITD’s own records. Why spend much needed tax dollars to fix a hwy when the drivers are at fault.

Speed limit

· Cut the speed limit to 55 and enforce it. Our mail boxes have been taken out across from the winery 8 or 10 times since we have lived here because they are going 80 in a 65 speed limit.
· I have not heard any mention of the speed limit between Mill Road to the west through Sub Station Road to the east. It seems to me that reducing the speed limit through this corridor to 35 mph would greatly help the situation instead of more traffic lights.
Future development/growth

· My concern lies entirely in community impact. Has any study been made on this? The repercussions of opening so wide an artery into this valley could be quite great. What of the influx of traffic that will commence?

· Ensure Hwy 44 is widened to 4 or 5 lanes between the Eagle bypass and Star before the Hwy 16 widening project is completed.

· Development E. of Firebird-safety of persons entering Hwy 16, esp. if turning across lane to go towards 44.
· We recommend that if further development occurs east of current 4 houses in the Gulch the plan can be revisited.

· State St. between Hwy 16 & Eagle is a bottleneck now and will be worse if Hwy 44 isn’t widened at the same time.

· Not in favor of extending 16 to the Interstate. It is unnecessary and would only encourage ill-conceived growth.

· Need a destination study for Highway 16. There are clumps of traffic that do not come from Emmett, some from McCall/Cascade (or going to them).
· Commuters are waiting to turn right at Linder (Idaho 44) and now there are green stakes in the ground so they can’t pull off the right before they get to the light – we desperately need a right turn lane soon.
General comments

· Very informative meeting-thanks for holding it in Emmett

· Good presentations, staff very informative.

Landscaping

· Zeroscaping between the highway and frontage road-some type of tough grasses needing little water.
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