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Figure 803.03-02 Urban School Location Adjacent To Highway
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Traffic Pedestrian Protection Section 800.00

Figure 803.03-03 Urban School Location Not Adjacent To Highway
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Traffic Pedestrian Protection Section 800.00

Figure 803.03-04 Rural School Location Adjacent To Highway
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Traffic Pedestrian Protection Section 800.00

803.04 Mid-block Crosswalks. Mid-block crosswalks are not recommended in urban areas.
These crosswalks cause additional vehicular-pedestrian conflicts, vehicle delay, disrupt
traffic signal progression systems and present an unexpected pedestrian problem to the
motorist who expects these conflicts normally only at an intersection. The mid-block
crosswalk may have sight distance restrictions because of parked vehicles and motorists
do not respect a mid-block location as much as one at an intersection. Pedestrians have a
false assumption that painted crosswalks provide them protection, causing an extra
problem at mid-block locations where both the pedestrian and motorists may not be alert.
For the reasons above, discourage the use of urban mid-block crosswalks except in
special cases.

SECTION 804.00 — SIGNING

804.01 Recommendations. Signs are used to advise and warn motorists of pedestrian
crossing locations and to regulate pedestrian movements. Figures 803.03-02 through
803.03-04 illustrate the recommended signing and their locations in respect to pavement
markings. The signing for a signalized intersection and a rural unsignalized pedestrian
crossing are illustrated in Figures 804.01-01 and 804.01-02.

The signs shall be retroreflectorized since many schools begin or end during hours of
darkness. Also, many schools are used for night classes and meetings. Fluorescent
yellow-green crossing signs for use at pedestrian, bicycle, and school warning crossings
are optional to replace the standard yellow warning signs. However, sign colors should
not be mixed at a selected site area which will require all crossing signs in the selected
area to be installed or changed at the same time.
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Traffic Pedestrian Protection Section 800.00

806.04 Design And Operation. Traffic signals installed for pedestrians should be the
actuated type. Time clocks could be used to turn the signals on flash or steady green
during periods of non-use.

Intersection type flashing beacons should not be used at school crossings. The use of
flashing signals shall be limited to the function of advance warning where a school
crossing is not easily recognized and at signalized school crossings when the pedestrians
are not using the crossing.

The design of all traffic signals shall meet the requirements of the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices, as adopted by the State.

Exclusive pedestrian crossing traffic signals shall be operated on stop and go indications
only during those periods when school children are crossing the highway. At all other
times during the day or night, retain the traffic signal on steady green.

Where school children cross at a signalized location, they should be properly instructed in
the traffic signal use. They should be warned about the hazard of relying too much on the
WALK indication alone and the hazards of turning vehicles at signalized intersections. It
is also necessary that they be instructed in the proper use of the pedestrian signal-
actuation button. Failure to properly instruct children may result in accidents.

Adult crossing guards or school safety patrols should be used at all signal crossings. With
high volume crossings, an adult crossing guard or police officer to protect the students is
necessary.
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