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Comment # 
 
T10-2 
 
 
 
 
 
T10-3 
 
 
 
 
T11-1 
 
T12-1 
 
 
 
T12-2 
 

Response to Comment 
 
The development of the future travel demand model for SH-75 
took into account a redistribution of population and employment 
within the Wood River Valley.  This was developed in 
consultation with planners representing Blaine County and the 
Cities of Bellevue, Hailey, Ketchum, and Sun Valley. 
 
During detailed design of the SH-75,  the individual needs of 
land owners will be determined and appropriate compensation 
made, in accordance with the Uniform Relocation and Real 
Property Acquisition Act of 1970. 
 
Alternative preference noted. 
 
Comment noted.  The EIS evaluated HOV assuming that 
vehicles with 2 people or more  per vehicle would be eligible to 
use the HOV lane. 
 
Speed limits are set taking into account the speed at which 85 
percent of the traffic is driving, the engineering design of the 
road, and items such as the environment through which the 
roadway passes, lane width, parking, and pedestrian traffic.  
After all these variables have been considered, a speed limit is 
established such that traffic should flow at a safe an efficient 
level.  Within the Cities of Hailey and Bellevue, the existing 
speed limit takes into account on-street parking, pedestrian 
crossings, and the number of cross-streets that intersect SH-75, 
as well as the need for traffic to move through the cities and to 
circulate within the cities.   
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Comment # 
 
T12-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T13-1 
 
T13-2 
 
 
 
 

Response to Comment 
 
A two-lane roundabout is now included at the intersection of 
SH-75 and Gannett Road.  SH-75 south of Gannett Road will 
be reconstructed to two lanes in each direction.  Figure 6-4 on 
page 6-12 of this FEIS illustrates this roundabout.  It will 
improve the ability of drivers to enter onto SH-75 from Gannett 
Road. 
 
Comment noted. 
 
An 8-foot shoulder is included in the Preferred Alternative from 
US-20 to Elkhorn Road that will accommodate bicyclists.   
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Comment # 
 
T13-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T13-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T14-1 
 
 
 
 
 
T15-1 
 

Response to Comment 
 
A roundabout at the intersection of SH-75 and Elkhorn Road 
was developed in response to comments received on the DEIS.   
The conceptual roundabout shown in Figure 2-3 on page 2-9 of 
this FEIS was presented to the Cities of Ketchum and Sun 
Valley in May 2006.   As the roundabout required right-of-way 
from adjacent landowners, the Cities agreed to contact those 
owners and obtain comment.  Although the roundabout is 
feasible from a traffic operations perspective, it is not 
acceptable to adjacent landowners and is therefore not included 
in the Preferred Alternative. 
 
The undergrounding of utilities is eligible for Federal-aid if 
certain criteria are met, as defined in the Program Guide, Utility 
Relocation and Accommodation on Federal-Aid Highway 
Projects, Sixth Edition, January 2003.  This document can be 
accessed online at http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/reports/utilguid/.   
Once the SH-75 project is funded for design and right-of-way 
acquisition, an analysis of the eligibility of SH-75 under this 
federal program will be investigated.   
 
The Preferred Alternative includes a 4-lane cross-section from 
Elkhorn Road to Serenade Lane, and one lane in each direction 
with a center median and sidewalks between Serenade Lane 
and River Street, based upon a decision and recommendation 
made by the City of Ketchum on March 14, 2007. 
 
The existing right-in and right-out from southbound SH-75 to 
Hospital Drive will not be altered by the Preferred Alternative.  
Blaine County and the Cities of Ketchum and Sun Valley have 
been planning for possible redevelopment of the McCannville 
area.   As part of that local planning process, access to Hospital 
Drive and any changes from the existing right-in and right-out 
access to SH-75 may be addressed.   
 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/reports/utilguid/
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Comment # 
 
T15-2 
 
 
 
 
 
T16-1 
 
T17-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T18-1 
 

Response to Comment 
 
Reconstruction of SH-75 through this area will use curb and 
gutter that will capture storm runoff and direct it to a contained 
system.  The 8-foot shoulders in the Preferred Alternative will 
provide some additional opportunity to temporarily place snow 
during snow removal activities. 
 
Comment noted. 
 
There is on-going research on paving materials and their impact 
on traffic noise.  Section 7.3 Commitments of this FEIS commits 
ITD to examine the results of the Quiet Pavement Pilot 
Programs and their potential applicability and sustainability for 
SH-75 during final design as part of the pavement design 
process.. 
 
Based on the cross-sections presented in the DEIS, the 
Preferred Alternative includes a 4-lane cross-section from 
Elkhorn Road to Serenade Lane, and one lane in each direction 
with a center median and sidewalks between Serenade Lane 
and River Street, based upon a decision and recommendation 
made by the City of Ketchum on March 14, 2007. 
The Preferred Alternative includes the reconstruction of Trail 
Creek bridge.  It would be constructed to accommodate 4 lanes, 
but initially striped to 3 lanes, based on that decision. 
 
During the DEIS process, the City of Ketchum considered 
alternative traffic patterns in a transportation planning study but 
did not adopt any of its recommendations.   In 2006, the City is 
adopted the Downtown Master Plan that include policies, 
guidelines, and recommendations that address traffic 
circulation, parking and pedestrian facilities.  These include a 
potential restriping of Main Street from its current 4 lanes to 3 
lanes.  
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Comment # 
 
T19-1 
 
T19-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T19-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T20-1 
 
 
 
T21-1 
 
T22-1 
 
T23-1 
 
T23-2 
 

Response to Comment 
 
Comment noted. 
 
The analysis of noise was conducted in accordance with federal 
regulations found at 23 Code of Federal Regulation Part 772 
Procedures for Abatement of Highway Traffic Noise and 
Construction Noise.  Where there is likely to be a noise impact 
as defined under these regulations, ways to mitigate it must be 
evaluated and documented in the EIS documents.  The use of 
concrete noise barriers to mitigate traffic noise was therefore 
considered in the DEIS and reevaluated in this FEIS.  Section 
5.7 of this FEIS (page 5-4) describes this re-evaluation.  ITD 
Traffic Noise Analysis and Abatement Policy and Procedures 
states that:  “Noise abatement will not be implemented if the 
majority (50% plus 1) of the impacted people are in opposition 
or indifferent to noise mitigation.   Opposition to barrier 
construction shall be documented in writing, such as formal 
surveys or petitions.”  
 
During the DEIS process, the City of Ketchum considered 
alternative traffic patterns in a transportation planning study but 
did not adopt any of its recommendations.   In 2006, the City is 
adopted the Downtown Master Plan that include policies, 
guidelines, and recommendations that address traffic 
circulation, parking and pedestrian facilities.  These include a 
potential restriping of Main Street from 4 lanes to 3 lanes. 
 
Comment noted.  The responses to Comment 17 on page B-8 
and Comment 25 on page B-13 address this issue.  A wider 
highway affords greater visibility for drivers and more 
opportunity to avoid a wildlife collision. 
 
The EIS assumes 45 mph in this area.  
 
Alternative preference noted. 
 
Alternative preference noted. 
 
Paid parking was considered by the City of Ketchum but not 
adopted at this time. 
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T23-3 
 
 
T24-1 
 
T24-2 
 
 
 
 
T25-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T25-2 
 

Response to Comment 
 
Comment noted.  ITD and FHWA do not have authority or 
responsibility for school policies. 
 
Comment noted. 
 
The Preferred Alternative includes a 4-lane cross-section from 
Elkhorn Road to River Street, based upon a decision and 
recommendation made by the City of Ketchum on March 14, 
2007.  This cross-section was considered in the DEIS. 
 
Based on the cross-sections presented in the DEIS, the 
Preferred Alternative includes a 4-lane cross-section from 
Elkhorn Road to Serenade Lane, and one lane in each direction 
with a center median and sidewalks between Serenade Lane 
and River Street, based upon a decision and recommendation 
made by the City of Ketchum on March 14, 2007. 
The Preferred Alternative includes the reconstruction of Trail 
Creek bridge.  It would be constructed to accommodate 4 lanes, 
but initially striped to 3 lanes, based on that decision. 
 
Section 7.3 Commitments of this FEIS (page 7-12) includes a 
commitment that ITD will continue working with the Cities to 
help determine, fund and implement traffic calming and 
pedestrian improvements within the existing SH-75 right-of-way.   
 
 
As 4 lanes of traffic can fit within the existing SH-75 right-of-way 
through this section, no additional right-of-way is included in the 
Preferred Alternative.  Through the process noted in the 
paragraph above, how and where sidewalks may be 
incorporated is yet to be determined by the City of Ketchum and 
in consultation with ITD. 
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