ITD’s Truck Permitting Negotiated Rulemaking Comments
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J.R. Simplot Company
Simplot Transportation
323 La Fond Street
Caldwell, Idaho 83605
208 454 1031 Tel
208 780 5753 Fax

May 25, 2018
Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez
Governmental Affairs Program Specialist
Idaho Transportation Department
3311 West State Street
P.O. Box 7129
Boise, Idaho 83707-1129
RE: Proposed Rules on CMV Permits
Dear Mr. Hobdey-Sánchez:
Thank you for the opportunity for Simplot Transportation to comment on the state’s
efforts to consolidate and streamline the commercial motor vehicle permit process as
directed by SCR130.
We support the proposed rules as they are currently drafted. Reducing the number
of administrative rule chapters and the single and annual permit categories will be
beneficial for both motor carriers and the ITD. We also appreciate the effort to
update and clarify the rule definitions and permit language, including the change
from “overlegal” permits to “special” permits. These rule modifications will simplify
the permitting process, reduce administrative burdens and promote the safe and
effective movement of goods throughout the state.
Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Idaho Transportation
Department’s proposed rules. If you have any questions, please contact me at
208-780-8868 or meghan.mallea@simplot.com.
Sincerely,

Meghan Mallea
Regional Trucking Manager
Simplot Transportation
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10589 S. HIGHWAY 95
P. O. BOX 671
COEUR d’ALENE ID 83816-0671

PHONE (208) 667-6473
TOLL FREE (800) 632-8743
FAX (208) 667-2144
E-MAIL: alc@idahologgers.com

ITD CMV Permit Rulemaking Comments
Attn: Ramon Hobdey-Sanchez
P.O. Box 7129
Boise, Idaho 83707-1129

June 14, 2018

Re: Comments on Rulemaking for 2018 Truck Permitting Consolidation
Dear Mr. Hobdey-Sanchez,
Thank you and the Idaho Dept. of Transportation for this opportunity to participate in the “Negotiated
Rulemaking” process for Commercial Motor Vehicle Permits Consolidation. The Associated Logging
Contractors, Inc. (ALC) is a 501 (c) 6 non-profit trade association within Idaho. Established in 1966 by
logging and log trucking contractors our membership organization currently has over 450 businesses as
members. These family owned businesses are located throughout Idaho and for the most part operate
within the state. 197 businesses in the ALC are trucking companies. These members own and operate
anywhere from 1 truck per company to 200 trucks with a range in between. Our logging contractor
businesses also own and operate trucks as part of their diversified logging operations. In short, rules and
laws for commercial trucking impact all of ALC’s 450 + members’ businesses.
In general, the ALC is supportive of the overall consolidation goal expressed in this “Truck Permitting
Consolidation” rulemaking. Philosophically, simpler is better.
However, upon review at this point in the process we have the following concerns:
39.03.04 – Replaces Annual Oversize/Overweight Permits with Single Trip Permit
Some of our members operate heavy haul businesses and an Annual Permit is their
preference. A Single Trip permit may be difficult to obtain in a short time frame that sometimes
occurs when the need to move large pieces of logging equipment with little notice arises. Also,
please keep in mind that many parts of rural Idaho have only dial-up internet, if any access at all,
and places where cell phones do not work. In the logging business, weather and forest fires
necessitate unforeseeable need within a 24-hour period for movement of oversize and
overweight equipment. Not only will our heavy haul businesses be severely impacted by this
change but our logging companies that depend upon their services will be too.
While we understand the Department’s reasoning for this proposal to eliminate the annual
permit opportunity and going to single trip permits, if this decision stands it will cause severe
economic and operational disruption to our businesses causing a loss of economic opportunity and
mobility.
We ask that you delete this proposal and work with us to develop a different alternative
that addresses the Department’s concerns while allowing our businesses to continue to operate
efficiently and recognizing the technological challenges of rural Idaho.
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There may be other concerns with the proposals and we reserve comment on those until the formal rule
making process. Thank you again for this opportunity to provide input for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Shawn Keough
Executive Director
Associated Logging Contractors - Idaho
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From: Lance Giles [mailto:lgiles@apublicpolicy.com]
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2018 9:08 PM
To: Mollie McCarty; Reymundo Rodriguez; Ramon Hobdey-Sanchez; Lance Green
Cc: Roy Eiguren; Dan Rice; Jim Riley
Subject: Permit Streamlining - Annual Permits
Molly –
Great talking with you today. As discussed, I am sending you an e-mail confirming our support
to continue with the annual permits for overweight and oversize vehicles. If you have any
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Unfortunately, I will not be able to join you at tomorrow’s board meeting. I have a conflict.
Thank you.
Lance
Lance Giles, J.D.
Eiguren Ellis Public Policy
800 W Main | Boise, Idaho 83702
208-972-0972 mobile | 208-343-1300 office
www.apublicpolicy.com
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July 24, 2018
Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez
Governmental Affairs Program Specialist
Idaho Transportation Department
3311 West State Street
P.O. Box 7129
Boise, Idaho 83707-1129
RE: Comments on Commercial Motor Vehicle Permits Consolidation rulemaking
Dear Mr. Hobdey-Sánchez:
We write regarding the modification of certain annual permits during the Idaho Transportation
Department’s (Department) negotiated rulemaking process for Commercial Motor Vehicle Permits
Consolidation. Our clients, Idaho Forest Group, Stimson Lumber Company, Molpus Timberland Group,
Hancock Timber Resource Group, and Bennett Forest Products Inc., collectively own and operate
numerous sawmills in Idaho and over 400,000 acres of commercial forestland.
Safe and efficient logging operations, including the trucking of logs and the efficient transportation of
oversized logging equipment, are key to the success of logging and thereby the entire forest sector of
Idaho. The Associated Logging Contractors of Idaho are the logging industry’s experts on logging and
hauling policies, and we align with and support their position on this rule.
We commend the Department for working with Idaho’s hauling and transportation stakeholders to
streamline the permitting process for commercial vehicles. By consolidating permits, commercial
vehicles moving commerce throughout Idaho will retain the high level of safety established by the
Department while also increasing the efficiency by which operators comply with permitting
requirements of the state.
The latest version of the rule (39.03.04) replaces the Annual Oversize/Overweight Permit with a Single
Trip Permit. As other impacted stakeholders have indicated, such a modification would significantly
impact the ability for haulers to apply for and receive permits in a timely fashion, hindering the
movement of commerce throughout Idaho.
We understand the Department has concluded that a new automated permitting system will reduce the
time for permit issuance. However, not only is the new system untested, it relies on internet access and
electronic systems that are not uniformly available across Idaho. Such access in many areas of the state,
particularly in rural communities where forestry and associated operations will require
Oversize/Overweight Permits, is simply not available.
Therefore, we recommend the Department retain the existing Annual Oversize/Overweight Permit in
parallel with a Single Trip Permit, giving haulers the option of which to use. Such an arrangement will
provide the Department with time to fully implement the new automated system and allow impacted
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stakeholders and customers to fully understand the impact of future changes to the Annual
Oversize/Overweight Permit.
We appreciate the opportunity to comment and be involved in the rulemaking process. We also
understand the Department may be considering initiating a stakeholder meeting on this issue, which we
think is appropriate. We would certainly participate if such a meeting is scheduled.
Sincerely,

____________________
Jim Riley
Principal
Riley Stegner and Associates

____________________
Peter Stegner
Principal
Riley Stegner and Associates
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