










Page 16 Rudder Flutter

By Ross Engle

New to Idaho and general aviation 
pilots across the nation is BasicMed, 
the new FAA medical certification 
regulation intended to provide “relief 
from holding an FAA medical 
certificate for certain pilots”, effective 
May 1st, 2017. Hurray! Now all we 
need is a state issued driver’s license 
(complying with any restrictions on 
our license) to fly—it’s the same as a 
third-class medical, right? Not so 
fast. Unfortunately, the process is not 
that simple. All the detailed 
information can be gathered from 
the FAA BasicMed and AOPA 
BasicMed websites but, we’ll take a 
less exhaustive look at some of the 
rules here on how to get started. 
Keep in mind to follow the order of 
the steps below.

First, to qualify for a medical 
certificate under the new BasicMed 
regulation, we’ll need to have held 
an FAA medical certificate or Special 
Issuance Authorization on or after 
July 15th, 2006 in addition to 
holding a current U.S. driver’s 
license. Of note, our most recent 
medical certificate held, or medical 
certificate applied for, must not have 
been denied, revoked, suspended, or 
withdrawn. Furthermore, a one-time 
new Special Issuance Authorization 
may be required for certain cardiac, 
mental, or neurological conditions. 
Any previous Special Issuance 
Authorization remains valid if the 
underlying condition(s) have not 
changed. AOPA has a “Do You 
Qualify for BasicMed?” page on their 
website for further help to verify our 
eligibility. A link is provided below.

Second, we’ll need to get a physical 
exam by a state-licensed physician 
(Idaho does not license all 
physicians. Naturopaths, for 
example, are unable to administer 
the physical exam at this time) under 

the Comprehensive Medical 
Examination Checklist (CMEC). The 
state-licensed physician can be our 
personal physician and does not have 
to be an Aviation Medical Examiner 
(AME). Think of this checklist as a 
somewhat abbreviated version of FAA 
Form 8500-8 (it is an older version of 
the current 8500-8 that we may have 
completed on the FAA MedXPress 
website). We complete Section 2 of 
the checklist and then give it to our 
state-licensed physician to complete 
Section 3, where they perform basic 
vision, neurologic, psychiatric, and 
physical tests. We’ll surely see a 
stethoscope. At the end of Section 3 
the state-licensed physician will check 
the box declaring “…[they] are not 
aware of any medical condition that, 
as presently treated, could interfere 
with the individual’s ability to safely 
operate an aircraft. Be advised, 
operations of aircraft with maximum 
certificated takeoff weights over 
6,000 lbs., or flying above FL180, or 
exceeding 250 knots, or flying for 
compensation or hire, or aircraft 
able to carry more than 6 
occupants (5 passengers), or flights 
outside the U.S., are not 
authorized under the BasicMed 
regulations. Interestingly, according to 
AOPA’s Northwest Mountain Regional 
Manager Warren Hendrickson, we 
can operate as a compensated CFI 
under BasicMed, the caveat being that 
the CFI remains the PIC for the entire 
flight. The rationale is that the CFI is 
being compensated for his/her 
instructional duties while simply 
exercising the privileges of a private 
pilot certificate. Furthermore, and 
this gets convoluted, it should be 
noted that acting as a Safety Pilot is 
treated differently. A Safety Pilot is 
considered a “required crew member” 
under FAR 91.109. Since BasicMed 
only applies to PICs, a Safety Pilot 
must have a 3rd Class or better 
medical certificate. BasicMed only 
applies to Safety Pilots if the Safety 

Pilot is the designated PIC for the 
flight, but then the other 
requirements of FAR 91.109 come 
into play and must be satisfied. 
Moreover, under BasicMed we can fly 
both day and night, VFR and IFR so 
long as we are current in the 
respective flight rules.

Third, we need to complete the 
BasicMed medical education course. 
AOPA designed this interactive online 
course to teach us about 
self-assessing our physical, mental, 
and emotional conditions to help us 
make a go/no-go decision. Creating a 
user profile is fairly effortless and the 
online module takes us through seven 
chapters and adds an a 8th chapter, 
which is a 20-question quiz. We need 

to score an 80% or better. The 
answers, beginning with the first 
question, are… Haha, no freebies 
here! Plan on about 30-minutes to 
complete the modules and quiz.

Once the quiz has been completed, 
print the BasicMed Certificate Form. 
To do this we have to check a few 
more boxes and fill-in our 
licensed-physicians information. We 
are instructed to keep this form 
along with the medical exam 
documents in our pilot logbook or 
an electronic version that can be 
made available at the request of the 
FAA. We need to complete this 
online course every 24 calendar 

months in addition to undergoing 
a CMEC with a state-licensed 
physician every 48 months.

Clear as mud? It seems like a lot 
hasn’t changed but really the 
process is not too boggy as it may 
seem. Below are some useful links 
to help us along the way to 
operate under BasicMed. 

Safe flying! 

Links:

FAA BasicMed webpage (includes 
a link to BasicMed FAQs): 
www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/
airmen_certification/basic_med/

FAA Advisory Circular AC 68-1 – 
Alternative Medical 

Qualifications: 
www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media
/Advisory_Circular/AC_68-1.pdf

AOPA BasicMed Webinar: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f
9rgWzzvScs

AOPA Details BasicMed Rule: 
www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-ne
ws/2017/january/12/aopa-details-basi
cmed-rule

AOPA “Do You Qualify for 
BasicMed?” Quiz: 
www.aopa.org/advocacy/pilots/medic
al/fit-to-fly-selector-tool

AOPA Safety Pilot Information: 
https://www.aopa.org/training-and-sa
fety/learn-to-fly/logging-cross-countr
y-time/logging-time-safety-pilot


