
IDAHO TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 
P.O. Box 7129  •  Boise, ID  83707-1129 

(208) 334-8000  •  itd.idaho.gov

        

Idaho Transportation Board 

Subcommittee on State Highway System Adjustments 

April 1, 2021 

1:30 PM 

Idaho Transportation Department 
3311 West State Street, Room 209 

Boise, Idaho 

To listen: 
1. Dial #415-655-0003

a. Meeting number (access code): 133 897 6172
b. password: #1234

         Page  Time* 
ACTION ITEMS 
1. Call meeting to Order – Chairman Kempton  1:30 

2. Confirm September 15, 2020 meeting minutes – Chairman Kempton  1     1:31 

3. Potential relinquishment: SH-75 Spur, District 4
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Idaho Transportation Board 

Subcommittee on State Highway System Adjustments 

September 15, 2020 

Idaho Transportation Board (ITB) Subcommittee on State Highway System Adjustments 
Chairman Jim Kempton called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM on Tuesday, September 15, 2020. 
Chairman Kempton and ITB Member Julie DeLorenzo were present at the Idaho Transportation 
Department (ITD) in Boise, Idaho. Board Members Bob Hoff and Jan Vassar participated via 
video conference from their respective District Office.   

Key principals in attendance at ITD were Chief Engineer (CE) Blake Rindlisbacher, 
Chief Operations Officer Dan McElhinney, Planning Services Manager (PSM) Ken Kanownik, 
Deputy Attorney General (DAG) Larry Allen, District 3 Engineer (DE) Caleb Lakey, and 
Executive Assistant to the Board Sue S. Higgins. 

Senior Transportation Planner (STP) Robert Beachler, DE2 Doral Hoff, District 2 
Planner Ken Helm, DE4 Jesse Barrus, and District 4 Manager Walter Burnside participated via 
video conference. 

March 18, 2020 Meeting Minutes. Member Hoff made a motion to approve the March 
18, 2020 Subcommittee meeting minutes as submitted. The motion passed unopposed. (Because 
the Subcommittee consists of three members, seconds are not required for motions.)  

Tracking Log for System Adjustments. STP Beachler summarized the status of system 
adjustments under consideration and recent actions completed.  

Member DeLorenzo commented that there are additional routes that are not on the list 
that have been mentioned for relinquishment, such as business routes and spurs and routes that 
do not function as state highways. PSM Kanownik concurred and said the tracking log is for 
routes that have been elevated to the Subcommittee level. He added after the census is updated, 
staff will perform a system wide evaluation for Functional Classification, National Highway 
System, and Urban Boundary changes, and some of those potential routes for relinquishing may 
be identified indirectly and pursued. DAG Allen reiterated that the state cannot relinquish routes 
to local public agencies unless the local entity agrees to assume jurisdiction of the road. 

Road Closure and Maintenance Agreement: US-95, Thorncreek Road to Moscow, 
District 2. DE2 Hoff presented the road closure and maintenance agreement relinquishing 
existing US-95 from milepost 335.161 to 339.776 upon ITD’s completion of the realignment of 
US-95 to the North Latah Highway District. Subject to Transportation Board approval, the 
Department will program a project in the Idaho Transportation Investment Program to improve 
the route, estimated at $2.5 million. DE2 Hoff added that a revision is needed to one paragraph in 
the agreement; however, the agreement has been signed by the Highway District officials. 

1



            Page 2 of 3 

 DAG Allen said the parties could either write the revisions on the agreement and initial 
the changes or revise the agreement and have the local officials re-sign it. DE2 Hoff indicated 
that the local officials were receptive to initialing the change on the signed agreement. 
 
 Member Vassar made a motion to accept the Road Closure and Maintenance Agreement 
for US-95, Thorncreek Road to Moscow with the revisions to the agreement noted by the initials 
of the North Latah Highway District officials and to present the revised agreement to the full 
Board for its consideration. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 Road Relinquishment and Transfer of Ownership Agreement: SH-75 Spur, District 4. 
DE4 Barrus presented the referenced agreement relinquishing the SH-75 Spur to Blaine County. 
Manager Burnside said the agreement includes a payment of $3,951,100 to the County to 
rehabilitate the route, update a traffic signal, and for ongoing maintenance. This payment is in 
lieu of ITD programming and reconstructing the highway.  
 
 Some discussion followed on the public hearing requirements. DAG Allen confirmed that 
ITD is required to hold a public hearing because the route serves a city. Because the route is in a 
municipality with less than 5,000 population, Blaine County has to agree to assume jurisdiction 
of the route and must accept the route via a resolution. 
 
 Member Hoff made a motion authorizing staff to continue the process to relinquish the 
SH-75 Spur to Blaine County, including conducting a public hearing and ensuring the County 
officials accept the route via a resolution and sign the agreement. The motion passed unopposed.  
 
 
 SH-45 Re-route, District 3. DE3 Lakey said the City of Nampa has requested re-routing 
SH-45. This action is related to the state’s relinquishment of I-84 Business in Nampa, which is 
still underway; although it is a separate transaction. The City has programmed a project in the 
draft Idaho Transportation Investment Program for the National Environmental Protection Act 
requirements. DE3 Lakey presented this for the Subcommittee’s information at this time due to 
the programmed project, key #20371. 
 
 
 US-95, Council Alternate Route, District 3. DE3 Lakey said the former US-95 through 
Council was planned for relinquishment to the City upon the completion of the alternate route 
and agreements were drafted as such. With the recent discovery that Idaho Code requires a 
county, not cities, to accept mileage from the state for cities with populations under 5,000, 
depending on the functionality of the route, accordingly, this route relinquishment needs to be 
revisited. Because ITD still owns both roads, he would like to change the classification to a 
minor collector before relinquishing the route to the City as planned. The route functions as a 
minor collector and Council could accept jurisdiction of the route with that functionality. 
 
 CE Rindlisbacher added that the mileage would be added to Council’s inventory so it 
would receive funding from the Highway Distribution Account to maintain it. 
 
 The Subcommittee had no objections to pursuing the administrative remedy. 
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 Revisions to Administrative Policy 5061 State Highway System Adjustments. STP 
Beachler presented revisions to Administrative Policy 5061. Significant changes are being 
proposed. The process for adjustments is being outlined in the policy, including a financial plan 
if a transaction includes a monetary component. Based on today’s discussion, STP Beachler said 
the language regarding public hearings will be modified. DAG Allen also recommended changes 
related to Idaho Code citations. 
 
 

The meeting adjourned at 2:35 PM. 
 
 
____Sue S. Higgins_______ 
Respectfully submitted by: 
SUE S. HIGGINS 
Executive Assistant & Secretary 
Idaho Transportation Board 
 

3



75

75

0.3

Bureau of Land Management, Esri Canada, Esri, HERE, Garmin, INCREMENT P, Intermap, USGS, METI/NASA, EPA, USDA

Legend
Milepost 1/10th

Highway
SH-75
SH-75 Spur

City
NAME
KETCHUM
SUN VALLEY

4



Mutually agreed & negotiated Just compensation for abandonment of SH75 Spur 

Division of Costs 

Sun Valley  

Agreed to roadway and signal costs ~ August of 2019   $2,950,000 

Inflation at 3% for (August 2019 to August 2020) for the roadway costs and the signal cost. 

SV road                 = $2,450,000 x 1.03 = $2,523,500 

SV signal               = $   500,000 x 1.03 = $   515,000 

Total Roadway @ 3% inflation one year                              $3, 038,500 

Inflation increase year 1:  $ 88,500 

Inflation August 2020 to present @ 3% (2nd year) 

Total Roadway @3%  $3,038,500 x 1.03 =   $3,129,655 

Inflation increase 2nd year:  $91,155 

Summer winter and signal maintenance (base) = $130,000 winter, $32,000 summer and 14,500 signal 
maintenance   

Total future maintenance cost = $176,000 

Inflation @ 4% on Future Road Maintenance & keeping Signal operational 

Total Maintenance @ 4% (one time):  $176,000 x 1.04 = $183,040 

Maintenance Inflation @ 4%, increase: $7,040 

Total with Roadway and Maintenance for Sun Valley  **$3,312,695 

Total SV Inflation Increases: $88,500 + $91,155 + $7,040 = $186,695  
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Mutually agreed & negotiated Just compensation for abandonment of SH75 Spur 

Division of Costs 
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Ketchum 

On May 20, 2020 Ketchum agreed to $838,600 for roadway costs (base) 

1 year of 3% inflation to present     $838,600 x 1.03 =  $863,758  

Total Inflation increase = $25,158 

Total Ketchum Roadway        $863,758 

 

Summary  

SV share:   $3,312,695 + $2,705 administrative adjustment = $3,315,400 

Ketchum share: $  863,758   + $842    administrative adjustment = $   864,600 

Total:   $4,176,453       $4,180,000 

*Grand Total $4,180,000 for Agreement 

   

February 2021 

*ITD is conveying the actual property (roadbed) by Quit Claim Deed 

*ITD provided the Land Survey and Monuments for the property (Record of 
survey filed at the courthouse, legal descriptions, maps and physical markers per 
Idaho Code). 
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 ROAD RELINQUISHMENT AND TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP AGREEMENT 
STATE HIGHWAY 75 SPUR 

BLAINE COUNTY 
 
 
 
PARTIES 
 

This Agreement is made and entered into this ______ day of _________________, 2021, by 
and between the IDAHO TRANSPORTATION BOARD, through its agency the Idaho Transportation 
Department (the “State”) and BLAINE COUNTY, a body politic and corporate (the “County”). 
 
PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this Agreement is to accomplish the relinquishment and transfer of ownership 
of State Highway 75 Spur to Blaine County as identified in the attached legal description marked as 
Exhibit A, hereafter referred to as “State Highway 75 Spur.”  Although not part of this agreement, it is 
anticipated that Blaine County will, upon completion of the relinquishment and transfer of ownership 
accomplished herein, relinquish and transfer the same State Highway 75 Spur property to the City of 
Sun Valley, a municipal corporation, and City of Ketchum, a municipal corporation, of which both 
will accept ownership, jurisdiction and maintenance of said State Highway 75 Spur. 

 
AUTHORITY   
 

The State relinquishes jurisdiction of State Highway 75 Spur currently in the state highway 
system pursuant to Idaho Code section 40-310. The County accepts jurisdiction of the relinquished 
State Highway 75 Spur pursuant to the Idaho Code 40-203B.  

 
THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

 
SECTION I:   That the State will: 
 

1. Relinquish, abandon and transfer ownership of the State Highway 75 Spur currently in the state 
highway system to the County via quit claim deed. 

2. Program a project in Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 of the FY2022-2028 Idaho Transportation Investment 
Program (ITIP). Upon approval of the FY2022-2028 ITIP by the Idaho Transportation Board 
(anticipated in September 2021) the State will proceed with item 3.   If alternative funding sources 
are identified the State will proceed with Item 3.  

3. Upon execution of this agreement, pay to the County the amount of Four Million One Hundred Eighty 
Thousand  ($4,180,000) for the purpose of rehabilitating State Highway 75 Spur.   State Highway 
75 Spur has reached its terminal service life, exceeding its design life and is a deficient roadway in 
general and in pavement condition.  The State provides these funds as a substitution to 
programming and reconstructing the roadway as part of the State’s Idaho Transportation 
Investment Program.  The State wishes to turn over the roadway to local jurisdiction and 
provide a negotiated amount herein to rehabilitate the roadway to meet all county and city 
standards.  This basis of negotiations considers future costs to bring the roadway to standard 
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when the roadway is transferred. This basis for the negotiations also considers updating a traffic 
signal and the ongoing roadway annual State maintenance cost for both winter and summer. 

 
 
 
 
SECTION II:   That the County will: 
 
1. Consent to the transfer from the State, in accordance with Idaho Code section 40-203B, and 

accept the jurisdiction, control, and ownership of, and responsibility for, in full and every 
respect, the State Highway 75 Spur, as of the date set by the Idaho Transportation Board. 

 
2. Comply with the provisions of Idaho Code section 40-203B by passing a resolution by the 

County Commissioners assenting to the transfer and maintenance of the State Highway 75 Spur 
prior to the execution of this Agreement.  

 
SECTION III:   Approval and Effect 
 
1. This Agreement, along with any agreements related hereto, will become effective when it is 

signed by all parties and then reviewed and approved by the Idaho Transportation Board. 
 
2. In the event that approval for the project from the Idaho Transportation Board is not granted, 

or that funding is not available prior to the effective date of this Agreement, this Agreement 
shall be void.  

 
EXECUTION 
 

This Agreement is executed for the State by its Chief Engineer; and executed for the County 
by the Board of Commissioners, attested to by the County Clerk, with the imprinted corporate seal of 
Blaine County. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
IDAHO TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 
 
APPROVED 

 
 

____________________________________ 
Chief Engineer  

 
      RECOMMENDED BY: 
 
 
      _____________________________________ 
      District Engineer 
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ATTEST:     BLAINE COUNTY 
 
 
___________________________  _____________________________________ 
County Clerk     Chair, Board of Commissioners 
 
 (SEAL)     _____________________________________ 
      Commissioner 
By regular/special meeting on 
______________________   _____________________________________ 
      Commissioner 
hm: SH75 Relinquishment.DOCX 
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OFFICIAL MINUTE 

WHEREAS, State Highway 75-Spur exists entirely within the Blaine County, beginning from mile point 0.00  
at SH-75 main route to mile point 3.60 the end of the Spur, as shown in Exhibit A attached hereto; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Blaine County has agreed to assume control, jurisdiction of and responsibility for, in full and 
every respect the former State Highway 75-Spur within County boundaries as shown in Exhibit A; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Blaine County has accepted a Road Relinquishment and Transfer of Ownership Agreement 
for State Highway 75-Spur in a public meeting and recorded the approved resolution to accept 
ownership on March 3, 2021. 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the State Highway 75-Spur in its entirety, as shown in Exhibit A and 
outlined below, be and hereby is removed from the State Highway System and relinquished to Blaine 
County effective this date. 

 
Street Name/Classification Segment 

Code 
Beginning 
Milepost 

Ending 
Milepost 

SH75-Spur / Rural Major Collector 002231 0.00 3.60 
 
RECOMMEND:     IDAHO TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
 
___________________________  ________________________________ 
Planning Services Manager   Chairman 
 
APPROVED:     ________________________________ 
      Member 
 
___________________________  ________________________________ 
Chief Engineer      Member 
 

                   ________________________________ 
      Member 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Member 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Member 
       

________________________________ 
      Member 
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STATE OF IDAHO)   
   ) ss 
COUNTY OF ADA) 
 
 
 On this ________________ day of ________________, 2021 before me the 

undersigned, a Notary Public in and for said State, personally appeared, Bill Mode, Janice Vassar, Jim 
Kempton, James R. Thompson, Julie DeLorenzo, Dwight Horsch, and Robert Hoff, known to me to be the 
Chairman, Vice Chairman, and Members, respectively, of the Idaho Transportation Board of the State of 
Idaho, which Idaho Transportation Board executed the within instrument, and acknowledged to me that 
the said Idaho Transportation Board of the State of Idaho executed the same for the State of Idaho. 

 
IN WITNESS, WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my official seal the day and 

year in this certificate first above written. 
 
 
 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Notary Public for Idaho  
      Residing in Boise, Idaho 
 
      Commission Expires: __________________ 
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Idaho Highway 75 Spur Abandonment 
Blaine County 

Public Outreach Summary 
February 2021 

 

Background 
In March 2020, the Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) received an application from Blaine County regarding an 

adjustment of the State Highway System. The application proposed that ITD abandon the Idaho Highway 75 Spur and 

relinquish control to Blaine County.  

The ID-75 Spur, also known as Sun Valley Road, connects ID-75 in Ketchum and Trail Creek Road in Sun Valley (milepost 

0.0-3.6). The ID-75 Spur does not have continuity with the rest of the State Highway System and because it is a spur of 

ID-75, resources are first allocated to ID-75 before the ID-75 Spur.  

The action of ITD abandoning the ID-75 Spur would allow for local jurisdictions to have more control over the 

maintenance, improvements and future design of the roadway.  

ITD follows department procedure regarding any adjustment of the State Highway System. As part of that procedure, 

ITD engaged the public through a public hearing process to seek input on the proposed action for ITD to abandon the ID-

75 Spur to Blaine County.  

Webpage 
A dedicated webpage was created on ITDProjects.org to utilize throughout the public hearing process. Background 

information, event information, public comment information and related documents and videos were hosted on the 

webpage (Appendix A).  

Notifications 
Notices and additional information regarding the proposed action for ITD to abandon the ID-75 Spur to Blaine County 

were published/disseminated in the following ways (Appendix B):  

Notice Date 
Letters to elected officials sent Dec. 23, 2020 
Legal ad published in Idaho Mt. Express Dec. 30, 2020 
City of Sun Valley email blast sent Dec. 30, 2020 
City of Ketchum’s Word on the Street published Dec. 31, 2020 
Display ad published in Idaho Mt. Express Jan. 1, 2021 
Legal ad published in Idaho Mt. Express Jan. 6, 2021 
Idaho Mt. Express article published Jan. 8, 2021 
ITD Twitter & Facebook posts published Jan. 8, 2021 
Press Release disseminated Jan. 12, 2021 
ITD News & Info post published Jan. 12, 2021 
Idaho Mt. Express article published Jan. 19, 2021 
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Idaho Highway 75 Spur Abandonment 
Blaine County 

Public Outreach Summary 
February 2021 

 

Events 
Due to Covid-19, the ability to gather in-person for a public hearing was limited. ITD hosted a live webinar presentation 

followed by a Q&A session via Zoom. ITD also offered an opportunity for individuals to schedule in-person meetings on a 

limited basis. 

ITD was joined by representatives from the City of Ketchum, City of Sun Valley and Blaine County during the live 

webinar. No members of the public logged into the presentation while the event was underway; however, a recording of 

the webinar was posted to the project webpage and ITD YouTube channel the week following the event. The recording 

of the video accumulated 93 views (Appendix C).  

ITD was not contacted by any individuals seeking to meet in-person during the comment period.  

Event Date 
Live webinar Jan. 21, 2021 
In-person meetings Jan. 26, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments 
ITD offered multiple ways to comment during the public comment period. Citizens were encouraged to submit 

comments in the following ways: 

 by attending an in-person meeting 

 by calling (855) 785-2499 

 by visiting the project website itdprojects.org/projects/id-75-spur 

 by emailing jessica.williams@itd.idaho.gov 

 by mailing Idaho Transportation Dept. Attn: Jessica Williams - 216 South Date Street - Shoshone, ID 83352 

 

 Ana Solis (ITD) 

 Steve Thompson (Blaine County) 

 Sherri Newland (Ketchum) 

 Betsy Roberts (Sun Valley) 

 Peter Hendricks (Sun Valley) 

 

ID-75 Spur Panelist Participants 
 

 Walter Burnside (ITD)    

 Sam Purser (ITD) 

 Jessica Williams (ITD) 

 Nathan Jerke (ITD) 

 Amanda Regnier (ITD) 
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Idaho Highway 75 Spur Abandonment 
Blaine County 

Public Outreach Summary 
February 2021 

 

Summary 
The comment period for the proposed action for ITD to abandon the ID-75 Spur to Blaine County was open from Dec. 30, 

2020 to Jan. 29, 2021. During that timeframe, multiple notices were given to the public and participation in two ITD 

hosted events was encouraged. 

ITD received six comments via email and one comment via phone. ITD responded to all seven public comments (five 

responses via email, two via phone) relating to the proposed abandonment of the ID-75 Spur.  

There was no clear opposition to the proposed action for ITD to abandon the ID-75 Spur to Blaine County. Commenters 

were largely in support of the action provided that the roadway remain open for public use. Other comments were in 

support of Blaine County accepting jurisdiction of the roadway and then turning it over to the City of Ketchum and the 

City of Sun Valley. Additional comments were also received regarding the general condition of roadways in Blaine 

County and the resources involved in maintaining the infrastructure.  

All written comments and responses are contained herein. ITD let it be known throughout the public hearing process, 

that comments received would be shared with local jurisdictions (Appendix D).  

 

 

 

Comment Themes

Public Access Questions/Concerns Support the Action Other Suggestions
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Idaho Highway 75 Spur Abandonment 
Blaine County 

Public Outreach Summary 
February 2021 
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Idaho Highway 75 Spur Abandonment 
Blaine County 

Public Outreach Summary 
February 2021 
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IDAHO TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 
216 South Date Street  •  Shoshone, ID  83352 

(208) 886‐7800  •  itd.idaho.gov 

   
 

 
 
 
 

December 23, 2020 
 
 
Re:   Public Hearing 

Idaho Highway 75 Spur Abandonment   
Blaine County, Idaho  
 

 
This letter is to invite you to participate in a public hearing to learn about and comment on a proposed action by the Idaho 

Transportation Department to abandon the Idaho Highway 75 Spur to Blaine County. The ID‐75 Spur, also known as Sun Valley 

Road, connects ID‐75 in Ketchum and Trail Creek Road in Sun Valley (milepost 0.0 ‐ 3.6).    

The Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) will host an online webinar via Zoom and also offer an opportunity for individuals 
to schedule in‐person (20‐minute) meetings on a limited basis. Staff from ITD will be joined by representatives from Ketchum, 
Sun Valley and Blaine County.  
 
The Zoom webinar will have a brief presentation followed by a Q&A session via the online chat feature. No official comments 
will be taken during the Zoom webinar.  
 

Thursday, January 21                         
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.                         
Zoom Webinar                         
To join this webinar please visit itdprojects.org/projects/id‐75‐spur at the date and time listed above and click the 
designated link under OPTION 1.                                                                                 

 
During the scheduled in‐person meetings, individuals will have an opportunity to view displays and ask questions. Individuals 
will also have the opportunity to provide verbal or written testimony.  
 

Tuesday, January 26                       
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sun Valley City Hall ‐ Council Chambers  
81 Elkhorn Road, Sun Valley 
To schedule an in‐person meeting during this time frame call (208) 886‐7806 or email jessica.williams@itd.idaho.gov. 

 
Comment can also be provided in the following ways:   
 

 via itdprojects.org/projects/id‐75‐spur 

 by emailing jessica.williams@itd.idaho.gov 

 mailed to Idaho Transportation Department Attn: Jessica Williams ‐ 216 South Date Street ‐ Shoshone, ID 83352 

 recorded by calling (855) 785‐2499 

The comment period will remain open until Friday, January 29.  
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IDAHO TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 
216 South Date Street  •  Shoshone, ID  83352 

(208) 886‐7800  •  itd.idaho.gov 

   
 

 
 
 
 

The Department is required to conduct a public hearing on all state highway system (SHS) abandonments, or jurisdictional 
changes that may impact adjacent cities before the Idaho Transportation Board makes a final decision. Individuals are 
welcome to contact ITD District 4 Manager Walter Burnside directly with questions regarding the highway abandonment 
process by calling (208) 961‐0828. 
 
Idaho Transportation Department personnel will adhere to best practices during the in‐person meetings and requests that 
those who attend follow recommended guidelines relating to COVID‐19.  
 

Persons needing an interpreter or special accommodations are urged to contact (208) 334‐8884.  
TTY/TDD Users: Dial 711 or (800) 377‐3529 to use Idaho Relay System. 

 
Se les recomienda a las personas que necesiten un intérprete o arreglos especiales que llamen al coordinador de participación 

público al (208) 334‐8884. Usuarios de TTY/TDD: Marque 711 o (800) 377‐3529 para usar el sistema de relé de Idaho. 
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 by attending an in-person meeting
 recorded by calling (855) 785-2499
 via the project website itdprojects.org/projects/id-75-spur
 by email to jessica.williams@itd.idaho.gov
 mailed to Idaho Transportation Dept. Attn: Jessica Williams - 216 South Date Street - Shoshone, ID 83352

The comment period will remain open until Friday, January 29. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Jessica Williams - Public Information Officer, Idaho Transportation 
Department (208) 886-7806 or jessica.williams@itd.idaho.gov. 

Persons needing an interpreter or special accommodations are urged to contact (208) 334-8884. TTY/TDD 
Users: Dial 711 or (800) 377-3529 to use Idaho Relay System.

Se les recomienda a las personas que necesiten un intérprete o arreglos especiales que llamen al coordinador de 
participación público al (208) 334-8884. Usuarios de TTY/TDD: Marque 711 o (800) 377-3529 para usar el 
sistema de relé de Idaho. 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Abandonment of Idaho Highway 75 Spur in Blaine County

Members of the public are invited to participate in a public hearing regarding the proposed 
action to abandon the Idaho Highway 75 Spur to Blaine County. The ID-75 Spur, also known 
as Sun Valley Road, connects ID-75 in Ketchum to Trail Creek Road in Sun Valley (milepost 
0.0 - 3.6).

The Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) will host an online webinar via Zoom. At the beginning of the 
webinar a brief presentation will be given followed by a Q&A session via the chat feature. Representatives 
from ITD, Blaine County, Ketchum and Sun Valley will be present. A recording of the webinar will be 
posted to the project website afterward. 

Thursday, January 21
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
To join this webinar, please visit itdprojects.org/projects/id-75-spur at the date and time listed 
above and click the designated link under Option 1.    

There will also be an opportunity for individuals to meet and discuss this matter in person on a limited basis. 

Tuesday, January 26
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sun Valley City Hall - Council Chambers
81 Elkhorn Road, Sun Valley
To schedule an in-person (20-minute) meeting during this time frame, please call (208) 886-7806 or 
email jessica.williams@itd.idaho.gov.

Comments may be submitted the following ways:
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Jessica Williams

From: Rhea Schwartz <rhea.schwartz@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 7, 2021 10:20 AM
To: Jessica Williams
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Abandonment of I-75 Spur

Thank you so much.  I appreciate your response. I will try to attend the meeting 
and/or connect to the link afterwards. 
Rhea Schwartz 
 
From: Jessica Williams <Jessica.Williams@itd.idaho.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 11:37 AM 
To: Rhea Schwartz <rhea.schwartz@gmail.com> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Abandonment of I‐75 Spur 
 
Hello Rhea, 
 
There is a pending agreement that, once approved and signed by all parties, will have Blaine County assume initial 
ownership and maintenance of the road. Blaine County is also working with Ketchum and Sun Valley however, and each 
city is engaged with the county on how to best manage the roadway moving forward. 
 
Please know that considerations have been made to ensure a smooth transition. The roadway will remain open for 
public use and there will not be a drop in the level of service. 
 
More information will likely be provided on this topic during our upcoming Zoom meeting on January 21 at 6 pm. You 
will be able to link to the meeting from our project website at itdprojects.org/projects/id‐75‐spur. If you are unable to 
attend the online meeting however, we will be posting a link to the presentation on the website afterward as well.  
 
Please let me know if there are any other questions you have, or if you would like to provide public testimony regarding 
this proposed action. 
 
Best, 
Jessica 
‐‐ 
Jessica Williams 
Public Information Officer 
Idaho Transportation Department ‐ District 4 
P: 208.886.7806 
C: 208.358.4137 

 
 

From: Rhea Schwartz <rhea.schwartz@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2020 12:56 PM 
To: Jessica Williams <Jessica.Williams@itd.idaho.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Abandonment of I‐75 Spur 
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--- This email is from an external sender. Be cautious and DO NOT open links or attachments if the sender is 
unknown. ---  

Dear Ms. Williams: 
 
I live right off of Sun Valley Road, on Saddle Lane.  So I would like to know the 
consequences of ITD “abandoning” it. Who will then be responsible for the 
maintenance of Sun Valley Road? 
 
Thank you  
Rhea Schwartz 
Rhea.Schwartz@gmail.com 
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Jessica Williams

From: Doro Schinella <doroschinella@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 11:38 AM
To: Jessica Williams
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Idaho 75-spur Ketchum/Sun Valley

--- This email is from an external sender. Be cautious and DO NOT open links or attachments if the sender is 
unknown. ---  
Dear Ms. Williams: I couldn't comment online at the IDT website  by submitting a comment via 
the above “Comment Online” link"   
because the link wasn't offered.   
 
 
I am concerned about turning over the spur to SV for the following reasons.  First, the word "near Boundary 
Creek Campground" is vague.  It is no secret that SV Company would like total control of Boundary 
Campground and in fact would like to see it eliminated so SV Company can expand in that area.  In the 
winter that road is not plowed toward BCG and is used by the public as a walking path.  That SV would 
"...and complete other improvements identified as necessary." What are they and why are these "other 
improvements" not listed on your website under this project?  Inquiring minds want to know because if they 
are not in the best interest of the public what are they? 
 
 
I fear SV Co. would attempt to use that road as part of its ongoing attempt to limit public access from 
walking there so it can expand its xc ski plans and SV CC would probably concur with that attempt.  Sun 
Valley Co. has already eliminated wildlife, including sage grouse, because of its residential expansion and 
golf course along SV Road.  Where does it end?  Not, hopefully toward BCCG!!! 
 
The road in question is not in bad shape as the Mayor seems to want us to believe.  I drive that road.  The 
money would be better spent to fix the potholes on Highway 75 between Hailey and Ketchum and the ruts in 
the road at the light at SV Road and Highway 75.  That's a lot of change the State is offering each city, 
especially Sun Valley.  I also question why so much??   
 
I would want to have written assurances from the City of SV that has no intention of changing the "floor 
plan" of the road from what it is now because if SV wants to change the plan of the road, you can be sure it 
is for SV Co and that isn't necessarily a good thing.  Further, that the public will have use of the road in the 
winter in perpetuity to walk without incurring angst from SV Co. because it wants skiers to use the road.  As 
SV Co. keeps attempting to build out in every direction regardless of wildlife and the public, I am not 
inclined to be agreeable to this transfer to SV.  And finally that it will never attempt to eliminate BCCG and 
I know that would take a lot of red tape to do but SV Co. will probably attempt to do it.    
 
 
Thank you.  
 
Dorothy Schinella 
1217 Glen Aspen Drive 
Bellevue ID 83313 
208-788-3566 
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Jessica Williams

From: Jessica Williams
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 6:05 PM
To: silverone42@gmail.com
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Comment Form from Project ID-75 Spur Abandonment

dummymailid: 00000000CD7DBB9FBB307D4A94FD129F6CACC2B60700E6E19B65EF6C394ABC8FBC1A
8C07CD2800000000010B0000E6E19B65EF6C394ABC8FBC1A8C07CD280001D0FE7B630
000

Hello Mr. Wright, 
 
Thank you very much for sending us your comments on the proposed action for ITD to relinquish the Idaho 
Highway 75 Spur. I have passed the information onto the project team.  
  
This proposal came about because the City of Sun Valley contacted ITD regarding their desire to have more 
control over the maintenance, improvements and design of that portion of roadway. Through further discussion 
however, it was discovered that state statute (Title 40-607 & 40-203B) dictates any ITD transfer of this roadway 
must be done at a county, as opposed to a city, level. Once this was understood, the City of Ketchum and Blaine 
County agreed to partner with Sun Valley on this effort. 
 
The proposal calls for ITD to transfer the maintenance and control of the ID-75 Spur to Blaine County. Blaine 
County will then work with Ketchum and Sun Valley regarding further transfer of control, long-term 
maintenance and improvements on the roadway.  
 
As it is now, the ID-75 Spur does not have continuity with the rest of the State Highway System. Since it is a 
spur of ID-75, ID-75 is a maintenance priority over the ID-75 Spur. If ITD does proceed with the proposed 
action to relinquish the highway, the department will provide funds to substantially support a highway 
reconstruction or other treatments to improve the roadway.  
 
Please note that ITD will provide a summary of the public hearing process, including relevant comments 
received, to the cities of Sun Valley and Ketchum, as well as Blaine County. Thank you again for sharing your 
thoughts on the transportation system and the proposed action for the ID-75 Spur. It’s important the public has a 
voice in the decisions ITD makes regarding local and statewide decisions.  If there is anything further I can 
assist you with, please feel free to reach out to me directly. 
 
Best, 
Jessica 
 
-- 
Jessica Williams 
Public Information Officer 
Idaho Transportation Department - District 4 
P: 208.886.7806 
C: 208.358.4137 
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--- This email is from an external sender. Be cautious and DO NOT open links or attachments if the sender is 
unknown. ---  

Hidden Post 

ID 

4605 

Hidden Post 

Title 

ID-75 Spur Abandonment 

Name Dennis Wright 

Email silverone42@gmail.com 

Phone 208 309 0812 

Address 977 Birchton Loop 

City Twin Falls 

State Idaho 

Please share 

any 

comments.  

ITD:  

As a former Blaine County Commissioner, I offer the following for 

your consideration. 

1. One of the County's problems with taking over the road is the 

distance to their equipment and mechanical storage facility on 

Glendale Rd. With winter emergencies that distance in almost 

unworkable trying to respond with heavy equipment. 

2. The only road with a high priority for BCR&B in the northern area 

is the short piece in front of St. Lukes Hospital.  

3. The County is not adept at hauling snow like the cities of Ketchum 

and Sun Valley. Heavy snow years may require hauling, depending 

on the politics in the two cities. 

4. The small amount of highway funds that the county would reap 

would in no way pay for the maintenance of such a heavily used road. 
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This would likely entail less money available for other county 

responsibilities.  

5. The first mile of road between the two cities already lies within the 

jurisdiction of the two cities. Why would the county want 

responsibility for a street within the cities? 

6. My personal preference and suggestion would be for the cities of 

Ketchum and Sun Valley to assume ownership of the mile or so 

within their jurisdictions. Allow the county to accept the remaining 

mileage from the eastern edge of Sun Valley where they already have 

the responsibility of Trail Creek Rd. to the Custer County line.  

I believe this solution would be best for all the jurisdictions involved. 

Thanks for allowing me to comment. 

Dennis Wright-Twin Falls, ID. 
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Jessica Williams

From: Jessica Williams
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 6:34 PM
To: Paul Willis
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Abandoning Hwy 75 Spur

Hello Mr. Willis, 
  
Thank you very much for sending us your comments on the proposed action for ITD to relinquish the Idaho 
Highway 75 Spur. I have passed the information onto the project team.  
  
This proposal came about because Sun Valley contacted ITD regarding their desire to have more control over 
the maintenance, improvements and design of that portion of roadway. As it is now, the ID-75 Spur does not 
have continuity with the rest of the State Highway System. Since it is a spur of ID-75, ID-75 is a maintenance 
priority over the ID-75 Spur.  
  
We understand the ID-75 Spur is in need of reconstruction. If ITD does proceed with the proposed action to 
relinquish the highway, the department will provide funds to substantially support a highway reconstruction.  
  
The proposal calls for ITD to transfer the maintenance and control of the ID-75 Spur to Blaine County. Blaine 
County will then work with Ketchum and Sun Valley regarding further transfer of control and improvements on 
the roadway.  
 
ITD will provide a summary of the public hearing process, including relevant comments received, to the cities 
of Sun Valley and Ketchum, as well as Blaine County. However, we encourage you to reach out directly to 
them with any questions or comments you have relating to the future of the roadway and what impacts their 
plans may have on area residents. 
  
The Idaho Transportation Investment Program, commonly referred to as the ITIP, outlines the seven-year plan 
of projects that ITD has planned throughout the state. Below is a list of the recent and upcoming projects in 
Blaine County: 
  

 2020 - ID-75, Four Mile Bridge 

o Last summer, ITD completed replacement of the Four Mile Bridge near Galena Lodge.  

 2020 - US-93, Carey 

o Last fall, ITD completed two projects that rehabilitated the roadway near Carey. A sealcoat will 
be applied in the area next summer.  

 2021 - ID-75, Hailey Main Street 

o This is an Americans with Disabilities Act ramp and highway rehabilitation project that is 
scheduled to begin this spring and continue throughout the summer.  

 2023 - ID-75, Bellevue to Hailey Pavement 

o This is a highway resurfacing project that is currently planned for 2023. 

 2024 - ID-75, Ketchum to North Fork Campground 
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o This is a highway reconstruction and rehabilitation project that is currently planned for 2024.  

 2025 - ID-75, Elkhorn Road to River Street 

o This is a highway widening and reconstruction project that is currently planned for 2025. 

 2025 - ID-75, Timmerman Junction Safety Measures 

o This is a Rural Intersection Conflict Warning System to further alert motorists traveling on US-
20 that approaching motorists on ID-75 do not stop at the intersection. This is project currently 
planned for 2025. 

 2026 - ID-75, Main Street in Ketchum 

o This is a highway rehabilitation project that is currently planned for 2026. 

 2026 - US-93, Carey to Hotsprings Road 

o This is a highway reconstruction project that is currently planned for 2026. 

 2027 - ID-75, Cobblestone Lane to Timber Way  

o These are two separate highway resurfacing projects that are currently planned for 2027. 

  
Please note, the anticipated construction years listed above are subject to change depending on funding 
availability.  
  
ITD maintains approximately 12,315 lane miles and 1,830 bridges on the State Highway System and from 2016 
- 2020 Idaho experienced an 8.4% increase in annual miles driven on state highways (16.66 billion miles to 
18.06 billion miles). Revenue sources for transportation projects come from the State Fuel Tax (which was 
increased in 2015 to 32 cents) and the Federal Fuel Tax (which was last increased in 1993 to 18.4 cents). 
Registration fees also provide funding for transportation projects throughout the state. 
  
The aforementioned revenue sources are distributed on a statewide basis to maintain the network of highways 
and interstates throughout Idaho. Please know that ITD will continue to seek funding as it becomes available to 
add additional Blaine County projects to the ITIP and perform needed maintenance activities in the area.   
  
Thank you for sharing your thoughts on the transportation system and the proposed action for the ID-75 Spur. 
It’s important the public has a voice in the decisions ITD makes regarding local and statewide decisions.  If 
there is anything further I can assist you with, please feel free to reach out to me directly. 
 
-- 
Jessica Williams 
Public Information Officer 
Idaho Transportation Department - District 4 
P: 208.886.7806 
C: 208.358.4137 
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From: Paul Willis <captgowf@cs.com>  
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2021 9:39 AM 
To: Jessica Williams <Jessica.Williams@itd.idaho.gov>; bdufur@svidaho.org; jconard@svidaho.org; 
ksaks@sunvalleyidaho.gov; mgriffith@svida.org; phendricks@sunvalleyidaho.gov; amccleary@co.blaine.id.us; 
dfosbury@co.blaine.id.us; jgreenberg@co.blaine.id.us; stennett.michelle@gmail.com; govenor@gov.idaho.gov; 
mdavis@house.idaho.gov 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Abandoning Hwy 75 Spur 

 
--- This email is from an external sender. Be cautious and DO NOT open links or attachments if the sender is 
unknown. ---  
Hi Jesica, 
 Blaine County Commissioners, Sun Valley City Council, State Reps. and Gov. Little: 
 
I recently read the news regarding transferring the Hwy 75 spur to Ketchum and SV.  
 
It is in horrible shape as MOST roads in Blaine County are! It definately needs to be rebuilt, re paved and not just chip 
sealed like so many projects in this county. 
I personally have written letters in the past to IDOT, the City of SV and Blaine County Commissioners  regarding the 
condition of this particular roadway, as well as other 
 poor road conditions in Blaine County. 
 
 As a matter of fact, most of  Hwy 75, starting in Belview, thru Hailey, Ketchum and  all the way to Stanley IS IN 
HORRIBLE SHAPE!!!   
It also needs to be rebuilt,  re paved and wider shoulders from the SNRA all the way to Stanley as well. 
(one fairly new section from East Fork to the Bigwood Bridge is the only section that is in  acceptable condition) 
  
We pay an inordinate amount of taxes in this State, County and City and drive on 3rd world roads in Blaine County! 
The massive increase in new residents, out of control building with resulting major increase in road traffic has put a strain 
on our crumbling road infrastructure. 
The amount of daily  traffic driving to and from the entire Wood River Valley from Twin Falls ,Jerome, Shoshone and  even 
Boise is out of control and will  
continue to get worse as more and more people move and build here! 
 
In addition, our state  gas taxes in this state are some of the highest in the intermountain west, and I can assure you 
they  certainly are not put back into Blaine County. 
ID .33 CO .22   WY .24  UT .30  MT .32  NV .33     All have a lower  state income tax as well! (or none= NV,WY for that 
matter) 
 
So that all said , I agree with turning it over to Blaine County and then over to the Cities of Ketchum and Sun Valley as 
long as it does not increase our city and county taxes. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Paul C. Willis 
205 Fairway Rd. 
Sun Valley ID  
208-622-5534 
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Jessica Williams

From: kubro <kubroo@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 6:01 PM
To: Jessica Williams
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] ID-75 Spur Abandonment

Jessica, 

That was a terrific response and I truly appreciate your time and understanding.  

Thank you very much, 

Kurt 

On 2/8/21 5:55 PM, Jessica Williams wrote: 

Hello Mr. Brown, 
  
Thank you very much for sending us your comments on the proposed action for ITD to 
relinquish the Idaho Highway 75 Spur. I have passed the information onto the project team but 
will also address your concerns with this email. 
  
This proposal came about because Sun Valley contacted ITD regarding their desire to have more 
control over the maintenance, improvements and design of that portion of roadway. As it is now, 
the ID-75 Spur does not have continuity with the rest of the State Highway System. Since it is a 
spur of ID-75, ID-75 is a maintenance priority over the ID-75 Spur.  
  
The proposal calls for ITD to transfer the maintenance and control of the ID-75 Spur to Blaine 
County. If this initial transfer occurs, Blaine County will then work with Ketchum and Sun 
Valley regarding further transfer of control and improvements on the roadway. ITD’s 
understanding is that the intention of all parties involved is for the highway to continue 
functioning as a public roadway. As long as the roadway continues to be maintained and 
constructed with public funds it should remain a public right-of-way.  
  
Please note that ITD will be providing a summary of the public hearing process, including 
relevant comments received, to the cities of Sun Valley and Ketchum, as well as Blaine County. 
Thank you again for sharing your thoughts on the transportation system and the proposed action 
for the ID-75 Spur. It’s important the public has a voice in the decisions ITD makes regarding 
local and statewide decisions.  If there is anything further I can assist you with, please feel free to 
reach out to me directly. 
  
Best, 
Jessica 
  
-- 
Jessica Williams 
Public Information Officer 
Idaho Transportation Department - District 4 
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P: 208.886.7806 
C: 208.358.4137 

 
  
  
  
  

From: Kb <kubroo@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 6:24 AM 
To: Jessica Williams <Jessica.Williams@itd.idaho.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] ID‐75 Spur Abandonment 
  
--- This email is from an external sender. Be cautious and DO NOT open links or attachments if 
the sender is unknown. ---  
Jessica,  
  
If I understand this correctly we will no longer be able to access the Trail Creek area and greater 
access to Devil's Bedstead and Copper Basin areas via this route? The Trail Creek area will be 
completely choked off from anyone not living in or paying to visit Sun Valley? Our family has 
used this important access to Trail Creek and the various camping and hunting areas for over 
ninety years. Why would the state refuse access to this huge beautiful scenic area to the greater 
public?  
  
Please let me know what I may do to insure this does not happen.  
  
Thank you 
Kurtis Brown 
  
1211 S 1800 E 
Gooding ID 83330 
  
  

--  
Thank you, 
Kurt 
Bewitch Companies, Inc. 
 
Mobile - 208-280-2049 
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Jessica Williams

From: Jessica Williams
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 6:48 PM
To: Lori Ransohoff
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Comment on highway 75 spur

Hello Lori, 
 
Thank you very much for sending us your comments on the proposed action for ITD to relinquish the Idaho Highway 75 
Spur. I have passed your thoughts onto the project team.  
 
It’s important the public has a voice in the decisions ITD makes regarding local and statewide decisions and we 
appreciate you taking the time to comment.   
 
Best, 
Jessica Williams 
Public Information Officer 
Idaho Transportation Department ‐ District 4 
P: 208.886.7806 
C: 208.358.4137 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Lori Ransohoff <macchum@aol.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 9:01 AM 
To: Jessica Williams <Jessica.Williams@itd.idaho.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comment on highway 75 spur 
 
‐‐‐ This email is from an external sender. Be cautious and DO NOT open links or attachments if the sender is unknown. ‐‐‐ 
 
I think you should hand over jurisdiction to Blaine County. 
Lori ransohoff 
Ketchum 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Subcommittee Resolution 

 

WHEREAS, the Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) and Blaine county have drafted and prepared a 
Road Relinquishment and Transfer of Ownership Agreement to transfer in its entirety SH75-Spur; and 

WHEREAS, ITD has held a public hearing regarding the transfer of ownership and finding no significant 
opposition; and 

WHEREAS, Blaine County has passed and recorded an approved resolution (#2021-10) on March 3, 2021 
to enter into said Road relinquishment and Transfer of Ownership Agreement with the Department; and 

WHEREAS, ITD, Blaine County and adjacent Cities staff or representative have negotiated a one-time 
cash payment of $4,180,000.00 including inflation, from the ITD to Blaine County to offset the initial cost 
of reconstruction and future maintenance on the roadway; and  

WHEREAS, the State Highway System Adjustments Subcommittee of the Idaho Transportation Board has 
reviewed the progress and development of relinquishment and transferring of SH75-Spur and found the 
staff has met all policy, procedures and Idaho Statues requirements relevant to the relinquishment; and 

THEREFORE, let it be resolved this subcommittee recommends approval of the Road relinquishment and 
Transfer of Ownership Agreement for SH75-Spur by the Idaho Transportation Board. 
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