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Studies Overview

The Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) is conducting two planning and environmental linkages (PEL)
studies to evaluate potential transportation solutions in the Palouse region:

e US-95 from Snow Road south of Moscow to the Latah/Benewah county line
e SH-8 between the Washington State Line and Troy in Latah County

Using stakeholder and public feedback paired with engineering data, the study teams will develop,
evaluate, and screen potential solutions to meet the needs of the area. The PEL studies will help ITD
identify projects and priorities that can be advanced into more detailed engineering and National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements.

Public Meeting 1

The US-95 and SH-8 PEL studies have overlap in their
study areas, so ITD hosted one series of public meetings
in April 2024 for both studies in person and online,
collectively referred to as “Public Meeting 1.” The
purpose of Public Meeting 1 was to share information
about the studies and technical data gathered to this
point, and to seek input, concerns, and suggested
improvements for both study areas from the public. The unique visitors to in-person
draft purpose and need statements for each study were online meeting attendees
also presented for public feedback.

in-person and total
online events comments

These events occurred following individual interviews and separate Community Working Group (CWG)
and Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) sessions, where similar information was shared with community
and government representatives. Their input provided a baseline for local concerns, values, and a vision
for transportation in the region that the study teams incorporated into public meeting displays. Study
teams requested additional input from the public on the baseline community information that was
received from these groups prior to the first public meeting.

IN PERSON

Three in-person events were hosted on April 9, 10, and 11 in different cities to provide opportunities for
people to attend throughout the two study areas. Participants were encouraged to drop in anytime
between 4:30to 7 p.m.

e Potlatch: Tuesday, April 9
o0 Potlatch Jr.=Sr. High School, Multipurpose Room (130 6th St, Potlatch)
e Moscow: Wednesday, April 10
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0 Best Western Plus University Inn (1516 West Pullman Rd, Moscow)
e Troy: Thursday, April 11
0 Troy Jr=Sr. High School, Gymnasium (101 Trojan Dr, Troy)

Staffing

The following staff attended at least one in-person event:

5
o

[ ]
Janet Zarate
Mark Pfeifer
Jole Wells
Benjamin Fitzsimmons
Megan Jahns
Ty Winther
Bob Schumacher
Shawn Smith
Gary Osborn (ITD Board Member)
e  US-95 PEL Study Team
Kurt Wald
Shauna Tefft
Gemma Puddy
Chris Melander
Michelle Anderson
e SH-8 PEL Study Team
o Bob Beckman
Andy Barsness
Alec Scheibner
Keith Christian
Alexis Staton

O O OO0 OO0 o oo

O O O 0o o

O O 0O O

Format

A similar format was used at each in-person event:

e The public meetings were held in an open house format, and people were invited to drop by any
time between 4:30 and 7 p.m. to view study information and speak with the study teams.

e Staff were stationed at a table near the entrance of the room with multiple sign-in sheets to
accommodate attendees as quickly as possible. Contact cards, comment forms, and other
handouts were available in print versions at this table, in addition to a QR code to direct
attendees to the online public meeting. Light refreshments were also provided.

e Maps of both study areas were available with sticky notes and markers so participants could
write comments and draw on the maps as they liked.

e Staff were stationed with displays around the room, with others roaming to assist as needed.

23353/23354 2
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ONLINE

An online public meeting was available beginning April 9 at itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel.
The online experience contained the same information and similar opportunity to submit comments as
the in-person events. One unique component of the online experience was a welcome video, where the
ITD District 2 Public Information Officer, Mark Pfeifer, provided a brief introduction to the studies and
online public meeting. You can view that video here: https://youtu.be/7Gc-H dEZdM.

e Platform: ArcGIS StoryMap

e Direct link: https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/eccc54ff28c84cfe8626dfa7b8dd6fcs
0 See Appendix C. Meeting Materials to view the StoryMap in PDF format

e Online Comment Platforms: Survey123 and GIS comment map

NOTIFICATION

(See Appendix A. Notification)

ITD used a variety of methods to invite community members and local businesses to learn about the
April 2024 US-95 & SH-8 PEL Studies events:

A postcard was mailed on March 22 to 13,845 residents and businesses within the study
areas.

15

)) A 30-second radio ad aired for 10 days beginning on April 9 on the Inland Northwest
Broadcasting network.

MG

A display ad ran in the Moscow-Pullman Daily News and Lewiston Tribune on April 6.

A news release about the public meeting was distributed on April 3. The news release

! informed the community about the in-person events and how to attend, and was picked
up by KOZE Sports, Big Country News, Lewiston Tribune, and Pullman Radio (see below for
more information on media coverage).

AN

&,

Facebook, X (Twitter) and Threads posts were published on April 3 and 15 to notify
members of the community about the events.

ITD sent emails to seven local jurisdictions on April 4 including the city of Troy, city of
Potlatch, city of Deary, city of Kendrick, city of Bovill, city of Moscow, and the city of
Juliaetta to invite them to the events and encourage the sharing of information with the
community. Emails and shareable social media content were also distributed to the CWG
and TAC members on March 21.

he,

ITD Project Manager, Janet Zarate, announced the public meeting at in-person community
presentations to Moscow City Council on April 1 and the Associated Students of the
University of Idaho (ASUI) on April 3.

M
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MEDIA COVERAGE

News articles are included in Appendix A. Notification.

Date Publication Title / Link to article

ITD Invites Public to Learn About New Studies on US-95 and SH-8 in
Latah County

4/3/2024 | KOZE Sports

Community Invited to Learn About new Studies on US-95 and SH-8 in
Latah County

4/3/2024 | Big Country News

4/4/2024 | Lewiston Tribune |ITD seeks input on highways

ITD Hosting Public Meetings About Possible Local Highway
Improvements For US95 & SH8

4/8/2024 | Pullman Radio

4/14/2024 | The Argonaut Strong Towns Moscow pushes for a highway bypass

OTHER

e Moscow Chamber of Commerce added the public meeting announcement to their event
calendar
e The event was also published to Townhall Idaho

ATTENDANCE AND CIVIL RIGHTS

(See Appendix B. Attendance)

ATTENDANCE
In-Person Metrics
There were 156 total attendees who signed in across the three in-person events:

e Potlatch: 19 attendees
e Moscow: 117 attendees
e Troy: 20 attendees

See public meeting sign-in sheets in Appendix B. Attendance.

Online Meeting Metrics

There were 137 unique visitors to the online public meeting:

23353/23354 5
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Users by Device

1.4%

m Desktop = Mobile Tablet

Online meeting metrics are available in Appendix B. Attendance.

CIVIL RIGHTS

Translation

To support accessibility for those needing assistance, printed and online material included the following
accommodation statements in English and Spanish:

Persons needing an interpreter or special accommodations are urged to contact 208-334-8884 or
TTY/TDD users Dial 711 to use the Idaho Relay System.

Se les recomienda a las personas que necesiten un intérprete o arreglos especiales que llamen al 208-
334-8496. Usuarios de TTY/TDD: Marque 711 o (800) 377-3529 para usar el sistema de Relay de Idaho.

The following materials included the accommodations statements:

e Notifications: Invite mailer, newspaper ad, and the project website
e Meeting Displays:
0 Virtual Welcome web page
0 A self-identification survey card was available in person with multiple languages, in the
event someone needed to point to a language and request an interpreter

Other Accessibility Considerations

Compliance with ADA requirements was considered in accessibility, both in person and online:

e InPerson

0 Parking

0 Approaches and entrances

O Restrooms

0 Meeting room layout

O Reading glasses were also made available
e Online

0 Alternative text for graphics and images

23353/23354 6
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Attendee Demographics

Of the attendees who signed in and/or completed a comment form and responded to demographic
questions, the following groups were represented:

e Race/Ethnicity
American Indian (Tribal Native)/ Alaskan Native: 1
Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander: 1
Black: 0
Asian: 2
White: 30
Hispanic: 2
Other: 5
e Gender
o Female: 22
o Male: 31
e Persons with a disability: 7

INFORMATION PRESENTED

(See Appendix C. Meeting Materials)

O O 0O 0o O o0 o

Meeting handouts, maps, and displays were all available at the in-person public meeting and digitally as
part of the online public meeting.

Information applicable to both studies were combined and presented first, with study-specific
information presented separately.

MEETING DISPLAYS

e Welcome
e Qverview (of study areas and intent)
e PEL Overview
0 A “Whatis a PEL” video was available at a digital station in person and linked online:
https://youtu.be/1z27-C2cbHTU

e Integrated Approach for Transportation Solutions
e US-95 and SH-8 Schedule
e Stakeholder and Community Identification
e Community Outreach Activities
e What We’ve Heard (general and location-based themes heard from community members)
e Overview of Draft Purpose and Need
e US-95 Information

0 US-95 Draft Purpose and Need

0 US-95 Traffic Operations

O US-95 Crash Data
SH-8 Information

23353/23354 7
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O SH-8 Draft Purpose and Need

0 SH-8 Traffic Operations

O SH-8 Crash Data
e Thank You and Next Steps (request for public comments)
e Latah County Projects 2024 - Early Development

MAPS

e In-Person Events: Rolls plots of both study areas
were used to collect comments

e  Online Public Meeting: A GIS comment map was used
to collect comments

HANDOUTS

e Comment Forms
e US-95 Contact Cards
e SH-8 Fact Sheet

All meeting displays, maps, and handouts are available in
Appendix C. Meeting Materials.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

(See Appendix D. Public Comments)

The comment period for these public meetings began officially on April 9, 2024, and remained open
through April 23. However, some comments were received shortly before and after the official comment
period, so comments received between April 6 and 30 are included in this summary.

Comment forms were available in hard copy at the in-person events and via Survey123 through the
online public meeting. Comments on maps were also collected with sticky notes and drawings in person
and through a GIS comment map online. Comments could also be emailed to the ITD project manager,
Janet Zarate, or to the US-95 project email address (info@us95palousepel.com).

Questions asked on the comment forms and online survey included:

1. What questions or comments do you have about the Draft Purpose and Need for the US-95
study?

2. What questions or comments do you have about the Draft Purpose and Need for the SH-8
study?

3. What are your ideas to improve transportation in the study areas? Does this comment
reference: SH-8, US-95, Both, Unsure (check boxes)

a. Do you have additional ideas to improve transportation in the study areas? Does this
comment reference: SH-8, US-95, Both, Unsure (check boxes)
4. Do you have questions or comments for our study teams?

23353/23354 8
June 2024


mailto:info@us95palousepel.com

US-95 and SH-8 Palouse Region PELs

5. Would you like to provide your contact information?
a.

b.
C.
d

Public Meeting Summary
]

Do you have feedback about our outreach process or material provided at this public
meeting? If you’d like, let us know how you heard about this meeting as part of your

response.

First Name
Last Name
Phone
Email

There were 428 total comments received:

Comment Source No. ‘
Comment Form Responses (in person or mailed) 42
Online Survey Responses 27
Map Comments (in person) 300
Map Comments (online) 54
Emailed Comments 5
Total | 428

The US-95 and SH-8 study teams reviewed all comments for concerns and suggestions for improvements
within their study areas. More than 300 comments were relevant to US-95, and more than 170
comments mentioned SH-8.

The most frequently mentioned themes and topics are summarized per study below. All public meeting
comments are included in Appendix D. Public Comments, with names and other identifiable information

redacted.

US-95 PEL STUDY FREQUENT THEMES

The most frequently mentioned themes for the US-95 PEL study area included:

e Roadway and Traffic

(0}

©O ©0 OO

(0}
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Visibility and sight distance
Sharp curves and turns
Intersection types

Lane and shoulder widths

Turn lanes
=  Viola Junction
=  EstesRd

=  Potlatch Junction
= QOthers north of Moscow
Passing lanes
= Potlatch
=  Steakhouse Hill (Moscow Mountain)
= QOthers north of Moscow
Traffic congestion and signage
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e Alternative Routes

0 Preference for an alternative route, including suggestions for:

= East of Moscow
=  West of Moscow
= North of Moscow
=  South of Moscow
0 Dislike for alternative routes
e Active Transportation
0 Walking and biking
0 Crosswalks

SH-8 PEL STUDY FREQUENT THEMES

e Adding dedicated turn lanes and/or deceleration lanes, including:
0 Deceleration lane near Mountain View Drive
0 Center turn lane near Mile 7
e Building a US-95 bypass around the area
e Adding traffic signals or roundabouts
0 Mountain View Road and SH-8
0 Lenville/Plant Sciences Road
0 Farm Road
e Adding passing lanes, specifically between:
0 Miles12 and 14
0 Miles9and 10
e Re-evaluating passing lanes near:
0 Miles6,9,and 11
0 Butte Road
0 West of Mill Road
e Improving signage/delineation
0 Speed
0 Wildlife crossings
0 Conditions
0 Turns
e Widening the corridor
e Adding transit options
e Pedestrian and bicycle safety
0 Gritman Medical Center
O SH-8 to Ridgeview Drive
O SH-8 and US-95
e Sight distance issues, including:
0 Big Meadows Intersection
0 Driscoll Ridge
e Speed limits and enforcement
Overall congestion along SH-8

23353/23354
June 2024
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

The study teams provided responses to frequently asked questions and common themes. The following
responses were posted to the project website in June 2024.

GENERAL THEMES

How can | learn more about specific crashes?

You have a few options for learning about crashes in the study areas:

e You can visit: itd.aashtowaresafety.net/itd-safety-dashboards. Once there, you can filter by crash
type and district. The US-95 and SH-8 PEL studies are located in ITD District 2.

e Or, at the next public meeting in early 2025, a map dashboard will be available that is specific to
each study area. Layers will include filterable crash data, including data on all crash types.

I have concerns or suggestions about roadway maintenance; who can | contact about
maintenance for this area?

Comments made during the public meeting comment period regarding roadway maintenance, including
de-icer, sign locations, and vegetation on the roadside, will be shared with our District 2 Maintenance
Team. You can also reach out via email to: PublicComments@itd.idaho.gov.

What is active transportation and how will ITD consider the needs of pedestrians and
bicyclists in the study areas?

Active transportation refers to human-powered mobility including walking, riding a bike, using an e-
scooter, or rolling a wheelchair. It can also include facilities to promote or support these activities like
walking to rideshare or other forms of public transportation.

We received many comments about concerns and opportunities for those who walk and bike in the
study areas. In addition to the Active Transportation Workshop conducted in the fall of 2023, our study
teams will continue to consider the safety and needs of those who walk, roll, and bike, including review
of and opportunities for crosswalks, bike lanes, and other active transportation facilities. Many
commenters asked us to study SH-8 east to Ridgeview Drive and US-95 at Styner/Lauder Ave., around
the Moscow Food Co-op, the University of Idaho, downtown Moscow, and Gritman Medical Center.
Those areas will be studied as part of both PEL studies.

ITD and other jurisdictional agencies will continue to work together to determine active transportation
solutions, how they get implemented, and by whom.

Could an alternative route be considered for either study area?

Many commenters suggested alternative routes as possible solutions for transportation problems on US-
95 and SH-8, offering supporting factors like:

o Needed safety improvements
e Considerations for pedestrians and bicyclists
e Traffic congestion

23353/23354 11
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e Needs of freight and equipment
e Commerce and growth
e Access

Other commenters suggested improvements of the existing roadway, with some suggesting upgrades to
a four-lane highway. Other commenters cautioned specifics around eastern or western alternative
routes, or cautioned new alignments altogether with concerns including environmental considerations,
right-of-way, and costs.

As ITD continues the PEL process for both studies, possible alternative alignments and revisions to
existing roadways will be considered. We have involved and will continue to collaborate with the cities,
counties, federal government, Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport, the University of Idaho, city of
Pullman, and Washington State Department of Transportation, among others.

Suggestions for possible improvements will be considered by the study teams and paired with
engineering data to develop alternatives. Initial alternatives will be screened by our study teams
purpose and need; for feasibility, buildability, fundability; and through other criteria. A public meeting
will be scheduled in early 2025 to share a range of potential improvements.

How does ITD consider environmental concerns?

The US-95 and SH-8 PEL studies are centrally located in the beautiful Palouse Region of Idaho. We will
study environmental resource categories for each study area and consider this data as part of the PEL
process, including:

e Visual
e Agricultural and forest

e Air quality
e Biological
e Cultural

e Geology and soils

e Hazards and hazardous materials

e Hydrology and water quality

e Land use and transportation planning
e Noise

e Social and economics

Will new turn and passing lanes be considered?

Many commenters offered specific locations to consider for new turn and passing lanes in light of how
the roadway is designed and the impact on visibility. Several mentioned that speed, aggressive driving,
and agricultural equipment were also contributing factors in their request for roadway improvements,
including turn lanes and passing lanes.

Frequently requested turn lane locations for US-95 were Phillip’s Farm Park, Viola, Estes, and other areas
north of Moscow. Some commenters also made suggestions regarding additional turn off roadway
options for these areas.

23353/23354 12
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Specific locations for passing lanes on SH-8 were mentioned between mileposts 12 and 14 and between
mileposts 9 and 10. A deceleration lane was mentioned near Mountain View Drive, and a center turn
lane near Mile 7 (west of Teare and Reams roads).

Our roadway teams will consider these concerns and suggestions as part of these PEL studies.

Some areas of US-95 and SH-8 are already being studied or funded as projects for future construction
outside of the PEL process. Those projects, which may include new turn and passing lanes, can be found
here: Latah County Projects, 2024—Early Development. Visit itdprojects.idaho.gov for information about
all ITD projects.

PEL PROCESS AND OUTREACH

How were participants chosen for the community and technical working groups?

Working groups were organized with the assistance of the community and identified stakeholders,
through the interview process, and study team research.

The Community Working Group includes representatives from local, state, and Tribal governments;
educational institutions; emergency services; businesses; non-profit and community organizations; and
active transportation groups. The Technical Advisory Committee includes government agencies, airport,
utilities, and transportation experts.

The working groups serve in a collaborative role to ITD to help identify community values and a vision for
transportation in the area. Members of the groups will also provide feedback on possible outcomes for
the studies.

How will public feedback be used by ITD in this PEL process?

Community values and perceptions are an important piece of data for a PEL. Public comments are
reviewed by our study teams including engineers and decision makers. A summary document will be
created and published for each round of public meetings with all comments available for review (with
personal information redacted).

We also gather and consider:

e Existing roadway conditions data in the corridors
e Traffic and crash data

e Environmental resource data

e Existing community and regional plans

These data sets, together with engineering best practices, can help our teams identify transportation
problems and possible solutions.

The US-95 and SH-8 studies look out to the year 2050; what is the timeline for potential
projects that could come out of these studies?

Currently, we do not have a timeline for potential projects. No construction funding is currently
identified for projects resulting from the studies. The PEL process begins without identified
transportation solutions; we first analyze existing conditions of the corridors, study traffic patterns and

23353/23354 13
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congestion, and ask the public what transportation problems should be considered in the study areas.
We are gathering your input and other data.

ITD's transportation studies look out 25-30 years when forecasting future conditions, which is why we
have established the year 2050 as part of our study. It helps us consider traffic problems that may occur
without improvements or changes.

At the conclusion of these studies, the US-95 and SH-8 PEL study teams may propose short and long-
term improvements that, if funded, could progress through a NEPA process. Our PEL studies are
anticipated to be completed in the summer of 2025. At that time, we may have identified a range of
potential improvements, and we can provide general timelines for next steps, including opportunities for
current or future funding.

That said, ITD and Latah County have additional ongoing studies, design and construction projects that
may overlap with our study areas. Those projects may be found here: Latah County Projects, 2024—Early
Development. Visit itdprojects.idaho.gov for information about all ITD projects.

For more details on the PEL process and NEPA, please visit:
environment.fhwa.dot.gov/env initiatives/PEL.

How would potential outcomes of the PEL process move forward?

This PEL study is the first step to developing a list of users’ needs and identifying the future configuration
of US-95 and SH-8. The US-95 and SH-8 Planning and Environment Linkages (PEL) Studies are being
developed pursuant to 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 450.212 (a)-(c), 23 CFR 450.318 (a)-(d), 23
United States Code (U.S.C.) 168 (d), Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) regulations, and ITD
procedures regarding incorporation of the results of transportation planning studies as part of the
overall project development process consistent with National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969.
The results of the PEL study are intended to be adopted or incorporated by reference into future NEPA
processes.

Future environmental clearance processes will be prepared in accordance with the requirements of
NEPA, as amended (42 U.S.C. 4321, et seq.), 23 U.S.C. 139, CEQ regulations implementing NEPA (40 CFR
1500-1508), FHWA regulations implementing NEPA (23 CFR 771.101-771.139),and applicable federal,
state, and local laws and regulations.

Planning products may be adopted or incorporated by reference by an agency conducting an environ-
mental review (e.g., an Environmental Assessment [EA], Environmental Impact Statement [EIS], or other
documentation) to meet NEPA requirements if (1) the legal conditions for the PEL study are met during
the transportation planning product development and (2) the planning products meet PEL authority and
NEPA requirements. Section 168 defines planning products to include Purpose and Need statements,
preliminary screening of alternatives, elimination of unreasonable alternatives, and other planning
decisions and analyses.
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https://iplan.maps.arcgis.com/sharing/rest/content/items/14560f1603824dd8b95b0f28cdc032dc/data
https://iplan.maps.arcgis.com/sharing/rest/content/items/14560f1603824dd8b95b0f28cdc032dc/data
https://itdprojects.idaho.gov/
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/env_initiatives/PEL/
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/section-450.212
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/section-450.318
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title23-section168&num=0&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title23-section168&num=0&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=(title:42%20section:4321%20edition:prelim)
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-2010-title23-section139&num=0&edition=2010
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/chapter-V/subchapter-A
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/chapter-V/subchapter-A
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/chapter-I/subchapter-H/part-771?toc=1

US-95 and SH-8 Palouse Region PELs Public Meeting Summary
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Appendix A. Notification

e Postcard

o Newspaper display ad
e News release/blog

e Social media posts

e Emails

e Media Coverage
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PALOUSE
REGION

You're invited

ITD wants to hear about ideas to improve
transportation in the study areas.

8 | WASHINGTON STATE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL
LINE TO TROY LINKAGES (PEL) STUDIES

itdprojects.idaho.gov/ JOIN US IN-PERSON
pages/us95palousepel OR ONLINE

IL 9-2
itdprojects.idaho.gov/ ARRIESE2S
pages/sh-8 See reverse for details

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Your Safety « Your Mobility CALL 208-799-4218
Your Economic Opportunity EMAIL Janet.Zarate@itd.idaho.gov




Your Safety - Your Mobility
Your Economic Opportunity

Persons needing an interpreter or special
accommodations are urged to contact 208-334-8884 or
TTY/TDD users Dial 711 to use the Idaho Relay System.

Se les recomienda a las personas que necesiten un
intérprete o arreglos especiales que llamen al
208-334-8496. Usuarios de TTY/TDD: Marque 711 o
(800) 377-3529 para usar el sistema de Relay de Idaho.

m Learn more and provide input on these two studies.

A 8, The Idaho Transportation Department has begun the process of identifying
o Z’;fﬂ/rﬁ” needed improvements on US-95 between Snow Road and the Latah/
COU/f}’Z Benewah county line, and SH-8 between the Washington State Line and
@ Troy in Latah County. The studies will help ITD evaluate potential
Potlatch &ﬂ

transportation solutions for the current and future needs of the area.

m (drop in anytime)

Washington
Idaho

Viola POTLATCH | Tuesday, April 9 4:30 - 7 p.m.
Potlatch Jr.-Sr. High School, Multipurpose Room (130 6th St, Potlatch)
*—-NJ_) Moscow Study Troy MOSCOW | Wednesday, April 10 | 4:30 -7 p.m.
3 Area o Best Western Plus University Inn (1516 West Pullman Rd, Moscow)
\ TROY Thursday, April 11 4:30 -7 p.m.
Cornwall Troy Jr. - Sr. High School, Gymnasium (101 Trojan Dr, Troy)
goad
gnoW 6 m (scan the QR code)
Lewiston an no .
v obate April 9 - 23 itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel




PALOUSE 8 | WASHINGTON STATE
REGION LINE TO TROY

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL LINKAGES (PEL) STUDIES

You’'re invited

The Idaho Transportation Department has begun the process of
identifying needed improvements on US-95 between Snow Road
and the Latah/Benewah county line, and SH-8 between the
Washington state line and
A BEng, Troy in Latah County.
cop A
Coeur R The studies will help ITD
d’Alene [z .
COU/Vr/; evaluate potential
transportation solutions
Potlatch for the current and future

needs of the area.

105

JOIN US to learn more
and provide input on
Viola these two studies.

Washington

'.._ _) Moscow Study Troy

~g

Cornwall (N

. Map not
Lewiston to scale

POTLATCH | Tuesday, April 9 4:30-7 p.m.
Potlatch Jr.-Sr. High School, Multipurpose Room (130 6th St, Potlatch)

MOSCOW Wednesday, April 10 4:30-7 p.m.

Best Western Plus University Inn (1516 West Pullman Rd, Moscow)

TROY Thursday, April 11 4:30-7 p.m.
Troy Jr.-Sr. Sr. High School, Gymnasium (101 Trojan Dr, Troy)

m (scan the QR code)

April 9 - 23 itdprojects.idaho.gov/
pages/sh8-us95-pel

Your Safety - Your Mobility For more info contact: Janet Zarate
Your Economic Opportunity (208) 799-4218 | Janet.Zarate@itd.idaho.gov

Se les recomienda a las personas que necesiten un
Persons needing an interpreter or special intérprete o arreglos especiales que llamen al
accommodations are urged to contact 208-334-8884 or  208-334-8496. Usuarios de TTY/TDD: Marque 711 o (800)
TTY/TDD users Dial 711 to use the Idaho Relay System. ~ 377-3529 para usar el sistema de Relay de Idaho.
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Mark Pfeifer

ITD Communication
208-799-4305
mark.pfeifer@itd.idaho.gov

Community invited to learn about new studies on US-95 and SH-8 in Latah County

MOSCOW — The Idaho Transportation Department will host a series of public meetings this month about two new
planning environmental linkages studies on U.S. Highway 95 and State Highway 8. The purpose of these studies is
to determine purposeful investments in the transportation network to improve safety and mobility and serve the
communities and regional economic needs on US-95 between Snow Road and the Latah/Benewah County line, and
on SH-8 between the Washington state line and Troy. Community members are invited to meet with the study team,
review and comment on the draft Purpose and Need Statements, and provide suggestions for potential
improvements.

The meetings will take place:

e Tuesday, April 9 from 4:30 - 7 p.m.
Potlatch Jr.-Sr. High School, Multipurpose Room (130 6th St., Potlatch ID)
« Wednesday, April 10 from 4:30 - 7 p.m.
Best Western Plus University Inn (1516 West Pullman Rd, Moscow ID)
e Thursday, April 11 from 4:30 - 7 p.m.
Troy Elementary School, Gymnasium (103 Trojan Dr., Troy ID)
« Online, from April 9 - 23
Please visit itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel

“Community input is a fundamental part of this early process,” said ITD Project Engineer Janet Zarate. “This is just
the first of many opportunities that will be available to the community to participate and provide feedback on these
projects.”

ITD will use community input to help identify and develop potential improvements and alternatives for the study
areas. ITD will host another series of public meetings to share those ideas in early 2025.

More information about the studies is available at itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel.
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Social Media Posts

Facebook

April 3, 2024 — Invitation to Public Meeting 1

US-95 and SH-8 Palouse Region PEL Studies
Public Meeting 1 - Social Media Notification



April 9, 2024 — Invitation to Public Meeting 1

US-95 and SH-8 Palouse Region PEL Studies
Public Meeting 1 - Social Media Notification



April 16, 2024 — Public Meeting 1 Reminder for Comments

US-95 and SH-8 Palouse Region PEL Studies
Public Meeting 1 - Social Media Notification



(Twitter)

April 3, 2024 — Invitation to Public Meeting 1

US-95 and SH-8 Palouse Region PEL Studies
Public Meeting 1 - Social Media Notification



April 9, 2024 — Invitation to Public Meeting 1

US-95 and SH-8 Palouse Region PEL Studies
Public Meeting 1 - Social Media Notification



April 16, 2024 — Public Meeting 1 Reminder for Comments

US-95 and SH-8 Palouse Region PEL Studies
Public Meeting 1 - Social Media Notification



Threads

April 3, 2024 — Invitation to Public Meeting 1

April 9, 2024 — Invitation to Public Meeting 1

US-95 and SH-8 Palouse Region PEL Studies
Public Meeting 1 - Social Media Notification



April 16, 2024 — Public Meeting 1 Reminder for Comments

US-95 and SH-8 Palouse Region PEL Studies
Public Meeting 1 - Social Media Notification



Jurisdiction Email US-95, SH-8 PEL Studies

Jurisdiction email

Good morning,

| am working with the Idaho Transportation Department. As you may know, ITD will be hosting a series of
in-person open houses from April 9 — 11 from 4:30 — 7 p.m., as well as an online open house from April 9
—23. The open houses will allow the public to provide input on two studies that will evaluate potential
transportation solutions for the current and future needs of two areas of highway in Latah County:

e US-95 between Snow Road and the Latah/Benewah county line.
e SH-8 between the Washington state line and Troy.

Please see the attached postcard invitation for more details.

We would also appreciate your help inviting members of the community to the open house. Please feel
free to post the meeting invitation on your website or social media pages to help spread the word.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any further questions.

Sincerely,

RBCI April 2024



CWG and TAC Email

From: info us95palousepel

To: info us95palousepel

Bcc: CWG and TAC Members

Subject: US-95 and SH-8 PEL Studies — Public Meetings in April
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2024 2:25:42 PM
Attachments: US95-SH8 PEL PM1 Social Media Content.docx

US95-SH8 PEL PM1 Invitation Graphic.png
US95-SH8 PEL PM1 Invitation Graphic.pdf

Hello CWG and TAC Members,

ITD is hosting public meetings for the US-95 Palouse Region and SH-8 Washington State
Line to Troy Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Studies. Three identical in-person
events will be held on April 9, 10, and 11 at different locations to provide opportunities for
people to attend throughout the two study areas. A self-guided online public meeting will also
be available starting April 9. Comments can be submitted to ITD through April 23.

The public meetings are to share information about each of the studies and provide
opportunities for feedback. Some information from the working group sessions on Feb. 5 has
been further refined from your input and will be shared. These meetings mark an important
milestone for these studies, where we begin to transition from a focus on transportation
concerns and priorities to generating ideas to address them.

In person: (drop in anytime)

e POTLATCH: Tuesday, April 9, 4:30 -7 p.m.

o Potlatch Jr.—Sr. High School, Multipurpose Room (130 6th St, Potlatch)
o MOSCOW: Wednesday, April 10, 4:30 — 7 p.m.

o Best Western Plus University Inn (1516 West Pullman Rd, Moscow)
e TROY: Thursday, April 11, 4:30 -7 p.m.

o Troy Jr.=Sr. High School, Gymnasium (101 Trojan Dr, Troy)

Online: Available April 9 — 23 at itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel and both study
websites (linked below)

We have attached shareable public meeting invitations you are welcome to modify and

distribute through your communication channels. We greatly appreciate your support in
sharing these opportunities.

Thank you,
US-95 Palouse Region and SH-8 Washington State Line to Troy PEL Study Teams

US-95 Palouse Region PEL Study | ITD Projects (idaho.gov

SH-8 Moscow to Troy PEL Study | ITD Projects (idaho.gov

US-95 and SH-8 Palouse Region PEL Studies
Public Meeting 1 - CWG and TAC Email Attachment
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Copy: (feel free to modify to your preferences)

Version 1:

ITD is hosting public meetings for the US-95 Palouse Region and SH-8 Washington State Line to Troy Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Studies. Join in person on April 9, 10, and 11 or online April 9 – 23 to learn more and share input: itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel.

Version 2:

ITD wants to hear about ideas to improve transportation on US-95 between Snow Road and the Latah/Benewah county line, and on SH-8 between the Washington State Line and Troy. To learn more and provide your input, join ITD in person on April 9, 10, and 11 or online April 9 – 23: itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel.

image1.jpeg

PALOUSE 8 WASHINGTON STATE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL
REGION LINE TO TROY LINKAGES (PEL) STUDIES

ITD wants to hear about ideas to improve
transportation in the study areas.

Potlatch | Moscow | Troy
Jr-Sr. High Best Western Jr-Sr. High

JOIN US

IN PERSON OR ONLINE April 9 April 10 April 11
APRIL 9-23

4:30 - 7:00 p.m. (drop in anytime)

Your Safety « Your Mobility For more details please visit:
Your Economic Opportunity itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel








8 WASHINGTON STATE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL
LINE TO TROY LINKAGES (PEL) STUDIES

ITD wants to hear about ideas to improve
transportation in the study areas.

Potlatch | Moscow | Troy

JOIN US Jr.-Sr. High Best Western Jr.-Sr. High
IN PERSON OR ONLINE April 9 April 10 April 11

APRIL 9-23
4:30 - 7:00 p.m. (drop in anytime)

Your Safety « Your Mobility For more details please visit:
Your Economic Opportunity itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel





PALOUSE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL
REGION LINKAGES (PEL) STUDIES

You're invited

ITD wants to hear about ideas to improve
transportation in the study areas.

Potlatch | Moscow | Troy

Jr.-Sr. High Best Western Jr.-Sr. High
April 9 April 10 April 11

4:30 - 7:00 p.m. (drop in anytime)

Your Safety « Your Mobility For more details please visit:
Your Economic Opportunity itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel







CWG and TAC Email Attachment:
Shareable Social Media Content

Graphic:

Copy: (feel free to modify to your preferences)
Version 1:

ITD is hosting public meetings for the US-95 Palouse Region and SH-8 Washington State Line to Troy
Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Studies. Join in person on April 9, 10, and 11 or online April 9
— 23 to learn more and share input: itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel.

Version 2:

ITD wants to hear about ideas to improve transportation on US-95 between Snow Road and the
Latah/Benewah county line, and on SH-8 between the Washington State Line and Troy. To learn more
and provide your input, join ITD in person on April 9, 10, and 11 or online April 9 — 23:
itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel.

US-95 and SH-8 Palouse Region PEL Studies 1
Public Meeting 1 - CWG and TAC Email Attachment



4/7/24, 10:31 PM Community Invited to Learn About new Studies on US-95 and SH-8 in Latah County | Idaho | bigcountrynewsconnection.com

https://www.bigcountrynewsconnection.com/idaho/community-invited-to-learn-about-new-studies-on-us-95-and-
sh-8-in-latah/article_d77adb2e-f1df-11ee-a2be-db918dcée93c.html

Community Invited to Learn About new Studies on US-95 and
SH-8 in Latah County

Idaho Department of Transportation
Apr 3,2024

Idaho Department of Transportation Logo

MOSCOW - The Idaho Transportation Department will host a series of public meetings this month

about two new planning environmental linkages studies on U.S. Highway 95 and State Highway 8.

The purpose of these studies is to determine purposeful investments in the transportation network to
improve safety and mobility and serve the communities and regional economic needs on US-95
between Snow Road and the Latah/Benewah County line, and on SH-8 between the Washington state
line and Troy. Community members are invited to meet with the study team, review and comment on

the draft Purpose and Need Statements, and provide suggestions for potential improvements.

The meetings will take place:

https://www.bigcountrynewsconnection.com/idaho/community-invited-to-learn-about-new-studies-on-us-95-and-sh-8-in-latah/article _d77adb2e-f1df-11... 1/2



4/7/24, 10:31 PM Community Invited to Learn About new Studies on US-95 and SH-8 in Latah County | Idaho | bigcountrynewsconnection.com
o Tuesday, April 9 from 4:30-7 p.m.
Potlatch Jr-Sr. High School, Multipurpose Room (130 é6th St., Potlatch ID)
o Wednesday, April 10 from 4:30-7 p.m.
Best Western Plus University Inn (1516 West Pullman Rd, Moscow ID)
o Thursday, April 11 from 4:30- 7 p.m.

Troy Elementary School, Gymnasium (103 Trojan Dr., Troy ID)
e Online, from April 9-23
Please visit itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel

“Community input is a fundamental part of this early process,’ said ITD Project Engineer Janet Zarate.

“This is just the first of many opportunities that will be available to the community to participate and
provide feedback on these projects.”

ITD will use community input to help identify and develop potential improvements and alternatives

for the study areas. ITD will host another series of public meetings to share those ideas in early 2025.

More information about the studies is available at itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel.

https://www.bigcountrynewsconnection.com/idaho/community-invited-to-learn-about-new-studies-on-us-95-and-sh-8-in-latah/article _d77adb2e-f1df-11...  2/2
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https://player.amperwave.net/5377)

(https://www.koze.com?bannerclick=47013&locationld=54/)

ITD Invites Public to Learn About New Studies on US-95
and SH-8 in Latah County

B April 3,2024 € Idaho (https://www.koze.com/category/idaho/), Idaho Transportation Department
(https://www.koze.com/category/idaho-transportation-department/), Latah County (https://www.koze.com/category/latah-county/),

Moscow (https://www.koze.com/category/moscow/), News (https://www.koze.com/category/news/), Traffic
(https://www.koze.com/category/traffic/), Transportation (https://www.koze.com/category/transportation/)
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The Idaho Transportation Department will host a series of public meetings this month about two new planning
environmental linkages studies on U.S. Highway 95 and State Highway 8. The purpose of these studies is to
determine purposeful investments in the transportation network to improve safety and mobility and serve the
communities and regional economic needs on US-95 between Snow Road and the Latah/Benewah County line, and
on SH-8 between the Washington state line and Troy. Community members are invited to meet with the study
team, review and comment on the draft Purpose and Need Statements, and provide suggestions for potential
improvements.

The meetings will take place:

e Tuesday, April 9 from 4:30 - 7 p.m.
Potlatch Jr-Sr. High School, Multipurpose Room (130 6th St., Potlatch ID)
¢ Wednesday, April 10 from 4:30 - 7 p.m.
Best Western Plus University Inn (1516 West Pullman Rd, Moscow ID)
e Thursday, April 11 from 4:30 - 7 p.m.
Troy Elementary School, Gymnasium (103 Trojan Dr., Troy ID)
e Online, from April 9 - 23
Please visit itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel (https:/itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-
pel)

“Community input is a fundamental part of this early process,” said ITD Project Engineer Janet Zarate. “This is just
the first of many opportunities that will be available to the community to participate and provide feedback on these
projects.”’

ITD will use community input to help identify and develop potential improvements and alternatives for the study
areas. ITD will host another series of public meetings to share those ideas in early 2025.

More information about the studies is available at itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel
(https://itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel).
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4/7/24, 10:24 PM ITD seeks input on highways

yahoo/news Search the web U News Finance Sports Morev Signin
X
Lewiston Tribune, Idaho
ITD seeks input on highways
Lewiston Tribune, Idaho
g O

Thu, April 4, 2024 at 5:21 AM PDT - 1 min read

Apr. 4—The public can attend a series of Idaho Transportation
Department meetings next week to provide feedback on the future of U.S.

Highway 95 and Idaho Highway 8.

ITD is planning two studies about these highways to determine how to

improve safety and mobility in Latah County.

Community members are invited to meet with the study team, review and
comment on the draft purpose and need statements, and provide

suggestions for potential improvements.

All three public meetings take place from 4:30 to 7 p.m. They will be
Tuesday at Potlatch High School next Wednesday at Best Western Plus

University Inn in Moscow, and April 11 at Troy Elementary School's gym.

ITD will use community input to help identify and develop potential
improvements and alternatives for the study areas. ITD will host another

series of public meetings to share those ideas in early 2025.

More information about the studies is available at

itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel.
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The Idaho Transportation Department is hosting public
meetings this week to discuss possible improvement
projects for two sections of local highways.

ITD is in the planning stages for upgrading U.S.
Highway 95 between Snow Road South of Moscow and
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the county line North of Potlatch. The agency is also
examining possible improvements to State Highway 8
between the state line and Troy.

ITD will host three public meetings about their plans
this week. They all run from 4:30 to 7:00. The firstis
Tuesday at Potlatch High School, another meeting will
be Wednesday at the University Inn Best Western in
Moscow and the last will be on Thursday at Troy
Elementary School. The public can also learn more
about the plans and comment online from Tuesday to
April 23rd here
https://itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel

ITD officials expect to have possible projects drafted
and ready for public comments next year.

PREVIOUS ARTICLE NEXT ARTICLE


https://pullmanradio.com/mental-health-issues-leads-prosecutor-to-drop-criminal-case-against-wsu-student-shot-at-during-suicide-by-cop-attempt/
https://pullmanradio.com/tuesday-teabirds-book-club-tomorrow/
https://itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel
http://pullmanradio.com/wp-content/uploads/itdmeet.jpg
http://samdialjewelers.com/
http://samdialjewelers.com/
https://www.myersautorebuild.com/
https://www.myersautorebuild.com/
http://https//mikes-mechanical.com/
http://https//mikes-mechanical.com/
http://pullmandisposal.com/
http://pullmandisposal.com/
https://pullmanradio.com/get-the-pullmanradio-app/
https://pullmanradio.com/get-the-pullmanradio-app/
https://pullmanradio.com/make-us-famous/
https://pullmanradio.com/make-us-famous/
http://palousepics.com/
http://palousepics.com/
mailto:info@pullmanradio.com
https://pullmanradio.com/fcc-public-files/
https://pullmanradio.com/fcc-applications/
http://www.worldwidewebworx/
http://www.worldwidewebworx/

Strong Towns Moscow pushes
for a highway bypass

Strong Towns Moscow hopes to make Moscow safer for

pedestrians

2 Grace Boehland

(7)04.14.2024

[=) 5 Comments

© Featured, News

© Highway 95, Strong Towns Moscow, university of idaho,
Vandals

Biker navigates downtown Moscow | John Keegan | Argonaut

Strong Towns Moscow is a small organization focused on
bringing attention to how people are more important than cars.
Their main goal as an organization is to get the Idaho
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Department of Transportation to pass the highway bypass for
Moscow.

Since they are a small organization, Strong Towns could not hold
a meeting for themselves but rather attended an Idaho
Department of Transportation event about the problems with I-
95 and US-8. Corbyn Scott, a student at the University of Idaho,
participated in the meeting to represent Strong Towns.

ITD held an event to have input from the community on what
needs to be repaired or fixed to make it safer for everyone who
lives here. Strong Towns was wandering the event passing out
their flyers to bring attention to their goals.

Scott shared that they have been working together with the city
planners to work on making Moscow safer for pedestrians and
better for the environment. To make Moscow safer, Strong
Towns wants to make a bypass so downtown Moscow is safer.

“There are pedestrian accidents all along US-8 and 1-95." The
bypass would help reduce those accident rates. At the meeting
Scott and his other Strong Towns members were passing out
flyers encouraging support for the bypass,” Scott said.

ITD is open to the idea of a bypass, but for them to accept the
task of building the bypass members must share their ideas and
support

The bypass will reduce traffic construction and with less traffic,
there will be less carbon dioxide emissions. Some people fear
that the bypass will detour traffic away from local businesses.

“The bypass would make downtown Moscow more pedestrian
friendly and bring more business to local businesses,” Scott said.

Strong Towns wants to keep people safe and focus on walking
and biking. Strong Towns Moscow encourages the community to
fill out the survey that ITD is setting out on how to improve the
roads and concerns.



Strong Towns encouraged students to fill out the survey before
April 24 to share what they want better in the community and to
encourage them to fight for the bypass.

Grace Boehland can be reached at arg-news@uidaho.edu
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Please feel free to participate in the online public meeting.
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/eccc541f28c84cfe8626dfa7b8dd6fc5
Comments are always welcome, but can best be used by the end

of the formal comment period on Tuesday, April 23rd.

Neil M
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The most logical way to bypass would do to take Palouse Ridge
Road and run out around the university with an exit off of the
freeway and connect on the other side of where the Home
Depot is going that end of town building a pass over the town
like in Wallace is way more expensive in my opinion

Jolene

® 04.15.2024 7:57 am
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Need to conduct studies regarding financial losses against
environmental impact. CO2 in the atmosphere whether going
through or around

Marvin

(© 04.15.2024 6:46 am
X Reply

Take off at A&W, end just north of Moscow Bldg Supply. Build
overhead,exits on each end of town. Unless you have business to
do just not have any slowdown at moscow. Do not go around
town by buying up farmland and building there just to have


https://www.uiargonaut.com/2024/04/14/strong-towns-moscow-pushes-for-a-highway-bypass/
https://www.uiargonaut.com/2024/04/14/strong-towns-moscow-pushes-for-a-highway-bypass/?replytocom=230309#respond
https://www.uiargonaut.com/2024/04/14/strong-towns-moscow-pushes-for-a-highway-bypass/
https://www.uiargonaut.com/2024/04/14/strong-towns-moscow-pushes-for-a-highway-bypass/?replytocom=230293#respond
https://www.uiargonaut.com/2024/04/14/strong-towns-moscow-pushes-for-a-highway-bypass/
https://www.uiargonaut.com/2024/04/14/strong-towns-moscow-pushes-for-a-highway-bypass/?replytocom=230288#respond
https://www.uiargonaut.com/2024/04/14/strong-towns-moscow-pushes-for-a-highway-bypass/
https://www.uiargonaut.com/2024/04/14/strong-towns-moscow-pushes-for-a-highway-bypass/?replytocom=230287#respond

town get bigger and eventually be in same position again
needing to move. Go overhead, cheaper than building
repeatedly in coming years and no wasted ground used. Do like
they did in Wallace Idaho with interstate 90. The best for
everybody.

Jon Lyksett

© 04.14.2024 2:39 pm
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It's US-95 and ID8.

This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your comment
data is processed.
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Appendix B. Attendance

e Sign-in Sheets
0 Potlatch — April 9, 2024
0 Moscow — April 10, 2024
0 Troy—April 11, 2024

e Online Meeting Metrics
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Online Meeting Metrics: April 8 - 23, 2024
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Appendix C. Meeting Materials

e Public Meeting Boards

e Maps/Roll Plots

e Handouts and Comment Form

e Online Public Meeting/StoryMap PDF
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PALOUSE 8 WASHINGTON STATE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL
REGION LINE TO TROY LINKAGES (PEL) STUDIES

The Idaho Transportation Department has begun two studies that will
identify the needed improvements to:

o US-95 from Snow Road and the Latah/Benewah County Line (Palouse Region)
e SH-8 between the Washington state line and Troy

The purpose of this meeting is to:
e Introduce the studies

« Present and gather your input on the Purpose and Need for these studies
 Ask for your suggestions for potential improvements to each study area

N
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PALOUSE 8 WASHINGTON STATE
‘ REGION & LINE TO TROY PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL LINKAGES (PEL) STUDIES

The US-95 Palouse Region and the SH-8 Washington

d’Al
o state line to Troy studies are following the Planning
and Environmental Linkages (PEL) process. Each
5 Potlatch study is unique.
£ Studv A The intent of the PEL studies is to help ITD
2 udy Area determine investments in the transportation

network that will improve safety, mobility and the
economic opportunity of the region.
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PEL Overview @O

o6 What is a Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL)

study? It is a process to identify transportation issues,
priorities, and environmental considerations.

Ehh-: L, For more details, use the QR code to watch a video on your device or visit the video
station nearby.

PEL Benefits

Accelerates project delivery Aligns with future requirements Stimulates development Helps build relationships for
of new tools agencies and the public

Early engagement in Helps identify stakeholders early on Creates better outcomes Improves planning products
decision-making for the community

Source: U.S. Department of Transportation - Federal Highway Administration - Planning and Environmental Linkages Handbook




Integrated Approach for o0
Transportation Solutions

A PEL offers more efficient solutions by establishing a vision for transportation in the study area through data analysis
including feedback from the community. Any potential improvements identified through the US-95 and SH-8 PEL
studies would be funded separately through future projects. Those projects could progress through a streamlined
environmental (NEPA) process.

Gather Data Identify Transportation

Community Values ﬁ Problems SOIUtI.OI:IS and
& Perceptions Decisions

Finalized PEL Document

May include short-term and
long-term improvements
that, if funded, could
progress to streamlined
future projects.

Traffic & Crash Data Tamp

Environmental @
Resource Data \

Existing Community
& Regional Plans




US-95 and SH-8 Schedule ® 0

2023 2024 2025

SUMMER FALL WINTER SPRING SUMMER FALL WINTER SPRING SUMMER FALL

# | Three Rounds of Working Groups and Public Meetings

The study team will engage agencies, stakeholders, and the public and gather feedback
that will inform the process during key milestones.

Develop Purpose and Need

Develop
Alternatives

Evaluate and
Screen Alternatives

Refine and 3

Screen Alternatives

Develop Draft and
Final PEL Documents

W




Stakeholder and Community Identification o0

Local and regional input is an important part of creating context-sensitive

transportation solutions. Throughout the two-year process, we will speak with and
receive feedback from those who may be interested in or impacted by projects.
Stakeholders and community members may include:
— - Agencies - Housing/residential/neighborhood
associations

aEE— - City government
coass— » County and state government - Support health organizations
» Community and regional « Tourism/recreation
S— - Education - Traditional underserved populations,
— - Emergency services/healthcare including low-income and minority
— - Environmental groups - Tribal Nations (sovereign entities)
- Faith-based organizations » Others, as research deems
- Freight appropriate




Community Outreach Activities

Fall 2023
In-Depth
Interviews

46 interviews
were conducted
with community
members from
Moscow, Troy,
Potlatch, Latah
County, and the
surrounding area.

September 2023

Active
Transportation
Workshop

ITD hosted a
walking audit with
20 participants to
learn concerns for
walking and biking
in downtown
Moscow.

February 2024

Community Technical
Working Group Advisory
(CWQG) Committee (TAC)

The working groups were organized

with the assistance of the community

and stakeholders, through the interview
process, and study team research. The TAC
includes government agencies for the
study areas.

The CWG and TAC serve in an advisory
role to ITD to help identify community
values and a vision for transportation in
the area. Members of the CWG and TAC
will also provide feedback on possible
outcomes for the studies.

April 2024

Public
Meeting #1

Your input is an
important part of
the study process.

Public notice that

the PEL outcomes
may be adopted
during environmental
review process per 23
U.S.C. 168.




What We’ve Heard:

General themes from community members

SAFETY AND ROADWAY

BEHAVIORS

- Discussions on shoulder
widths for buses, police,
first responders, and
freight trucks

« Aggression, tailgating,
and impatience

- Distraction

- Avoidance and near
misses

ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSIDERATIONS

« Respect for the land,
wildlife, ecosystems, and
beauty of the Palouse
Region

MOVEMENT OF TRUCKS

AND EQUIPMENT

- Effect of large trucks
in downtown Moscow,
including noise
concerns

« Desire to support
agricultural industry

- Specific needs of freight
trucks and businesses
supported by deliveries

CONTEXT SENSITIVE
DESIGN
« Desire for a solution that

aligns with community
needs

» Aesthetics and
enjoyment

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

- General comments to
consider cost, location,
and possible effects
on existing Moscow
businesses when
looking at possible
short-term and long-
term improvements

LOCAL CULTURE AND
HISTORY

- Consideration for the
area including the
University of Idaho,
agriculture, Gritman
Medical Center, and
Tribal community

COMMERCE AND
GROWTH
- Regional roadway
connections
« Industry growth
« Moscow commerce

« New residential
and commercial
developments

RELATIONSHIP OF ITD
AND THE COMMUNITY
- Competing visions
for the highway and
downtown Moscow

« Duration of projects

- Community voice in
the PEL




What We’ve Heard:

Location themes from community members

US-95 NORTH OF
MOSCOW

Passing lanes
- Frequency, locations,
and aggression
Weather and curves

- Icy roadways with shady
curves may result in
difficult conditions

Wildlife/vehicle collisions

« Cause of many crashes
in the rural study area

- Lack of strong migratory
patterns causes sporadic
crashes outside of driver
control

Phillips Farm Park
» Access is difficult

US-95 MOSCOW AREA
AND SOUTH

South couplet

« Future development,
congestion, and the
effects on pedestrian
behavior

Styner/Lauder Ave.

- Difficult geography and
approach, and concerns
for people who walk and
bike at the intersection

Functionality
- North couplet, signage,
and nighttime flashing
lights

ACTIVE
TRANSPORTATION
IN MOSCOW
Walking and biking
« Central topic
in stakeholder

conversations including
access and safety

Crosswalks and road
crossings
- Need:s of youth,
especially on school
routes
« Mobility needs of
college students
- Roadway crossings
around Gritman Medical
Center

Traffic volumes
- Especially to/from Troy

« Critical connections,
including the airport
and commuting route
from Idaho to Pullman

Mountain View Drive

« Future development and
congestion at Mountain
View Drive, including
the impact on people
who walk and bike on
the route

Troy
« Quickly growing
community




Overview of Draft Purpose and Need ® O

Purpose and need statements are:

- Established prior to the development of alternatives to clarify the expected outcome of the proposed action
- Used as a baseline to develop, evaluate, and eliminate alternatives and guide the decision-making process

A PEL study encourages public and agency input in developing the purpose and need of a project:
» The purpose as to why improvements are being proposed and the desired transportation outcomes
« The transportation needs to be addressed and the underlying causes of the problems

Please review the purpose and need statements for each PEL study
and let us know your feedback.




Draft Purpose and Need: US-95 O

Purpose
The purpose of the transportation improvements on US-95 between Snow Road and the Latah/Benewah county line
is to enhance quality of life through transportation by:

- Reducing congestion through improved travel time and reliability

- Continuing to enhance a regional north-south connection between Lewiston and Coeur d’Alene as an important

element of local and regional commerce
- Accommodating active transportation where appropriate on the U.S. highway system
- Promoting safety by addressing geometric and operational deficiencies

Need

The need for transportation improvements on US-95 between Snow Road and the Latah/Benewah county line is:

» Current and future (2050) congestion

- Inefficient movement of freight and through traffic on the one-way couplet due to the 25-mph design speed,
on-street parking, and sharp turning radii at the intersections of SH-8 and US-95

- Inadequate or lack of active transportation facilities to accommodate travelers walking and biking to school,
work, and shops

- Geometric and operational deficiencies on the US-95 corridor, including deficiencies associated with horizontal
and vertical curves, substandard grades, narrow shoulders, and passing opportunities

A b
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&
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US-95 Traffic Operations

Most intersections on US-95 in Moscow currently operate at

an acceptable level of service (LOS). LOS is graded from A to F.
Worsening LOS represents increased delays and wait times. We
anticipate some specific intersections and single-lane movements
will progress to an unacceptable LOS by 2050.

Non-Signalized Intersections

US-95 traffic flow would remain stable but movements from side
streets onto or across US-95 would experience significant
delays at:

» Rodeo Dr.
» Morton St.

« CSt.
« st St.

« Styner Ave.
» Southview Ave.

Traffic Queuing

The most frequent vehicle movements on US-95 are near capacity
and will continue to worsen without improvements:

» Northbound US-95 to westbound 3rd St.

» Westbound from Jackson St. (US-95) onto SH-8. Queuing on
Jackson St. will cause delays on College St.
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US-95 Crash Data O

[Moscow Area by Crash Severity ] Study Area Crash | Most Frequent Contributing
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&8 \ WASHINGTON STATE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL
LINE TO TROY LINKAGES (PEL) STUDY
Draft Purpose & Need

PURPOSE: The purpose of SH-8 transportation improvements
are to improve safety and operations and to enhance multimodal
mobility on SH-8 between Moscow and Troy for the 2050 horizon year.

NEED: Transportation improvements are needed along SH-8 due to:
» Unacceptable traffic operations along the SH-8 corridor based on future travel demand.
» Safety issues for vehicular and multimodal travel along the SH-8 corridor.
» Enhanced multimodal mobility needs along and across the SH-8 corridor.

GOALS: In addition to the needs, goals of the project include the following:
e Support local and regional planning efforts.

* Avoid or minimize environmental impacts.

» Balance local access and regional traffic flow.

» Complement local community surroundings and context.

» Provide effective connections with identified corridor projects.

» Design improvements to be compatible with existing and proposed developments.



SH-8 Traffic Operations

Most intersections on the SH-8 Ca pacity at Signalized
corridor between the Washington/

Idaho border to Troy operate at Intersections

an acceptable level of service SH-8 traffic demand is anticipated to
(LOS). LOS is graded from A to exceed intersection capacity leading
F. Worsening LOS represents to significant delays for various
increased delays and wait times. turning movements at:

By 2050 about a third of the study < WA-270 & Airport Rd.

intersections will deteriorate to an « SH-8 & Perimeter Dr./Farm Rd.

unacceptable LOS. « SH-8 & Stadium Dr./Peterson Dr.
« SH-8 & Line St.

Existing (2023)
PM Peak LOS

Future No Build (2050)
PM Peak LOS

Delay at Non-Signalized
Intersections

Side street traffic at the following
non-signalized SH-8 intersections are
anticipated to experience significant
delay:

« SH-8 & 3rd St./Lieuallen St.

« SH-8 & Styner Ave./White Ave.

» SH-8 & Mountain View Rd.



SH-8 Crash Data

Common Crash Types  Crash-Related Contributing
The most common crash types along Circumstances

the SH-8 study corrldor.are: The most common contributing circumstances
* Rear-end crashes, which account for non-intersection-related crashes include:
for nearly 40% of all crashes - Following too close

* Angled crashes, which accountfor | ~«tantion

[0)
nearly 24% of all crashes - Failure to yield

Study Area Crash Density
(2017-2021)

SH-8 West of Moscow
Crash Severity (2017-2021)




PALOUSE 8 WASHINGTON STATE
‘ REGION & LINE TO TROY PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL LINKAGES (PEL) STUDIES

Your Involvement

Input from the community is important to ITD and the success of these studies.
Please take a moment to submit your comments in person or online.

ITD is providing all public meeting information online at
itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel

Community members can review project
information and submit their input
online from April 9 — 23, 2024. Scan the
QR code to view the online meeting.




PALOUSE 8 WASHINGTON STATE
‘ REGION & LINE TO TROY PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL LINKAGES (PEL) STUDIES

Thank you and next steps

Thank you for your participation.

ITD will use your input to help develop potential improvements for the study areas.
A public meeting will be scheduled in early 2025 to share a range of potential
improvements. Sign up for updates on the study websites.

For more information:
visiT itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh8-us95-pel

emaiL Janet.Zarate@itd.idaho.gov
caLL 208-799-4218 Scan the QR

code to visit the
study websites.

*> Your Safety « Your Mobility

Your Economic Opportunity




Your Safety - Your Mobility
Your Economic Opportunity

Latah COI}IJIy Projects
2024 - Early, D]evelopment

Projects at one fixed milepost

Legend

Projects that have length

Contract Year ContractYear
= 2024 (0) 2024
——01 2025 (@) 2025
= 2026 () 2026
— - (I
— 202 ® 2028
e 203 (9) 2029
— Early Development () 2030

KN: 13004

KN:
23213

KN:
ORN24195

KN: 23216

KN: 23878

Freeze Road to Beplate Road Passing Lanes
Latah County FY: 2027 KN: 20029

The US-95, FREEZE RD TO BEPLATE RD SB
PASSING LN, LATAH CO project located near the city
of Potlatch in Latah county will add a southbound
passing lane in order to provide safe passing,
improve traffic flow, and increase safety-

V4

JCT SH 6 N Turnbays
Latah County FY: 2028 KN: 13004

The US-95, JCT SH-6 N TURNBAYS, LATAH CO
project located near Potlatch in Latah County will
make intersection improvements at the US-95/SH-6
North Junction in order to increase safety and
improve mobility.

4 Mile Cr Bridge to McBride Road
Latah County FY: 2029 KN: 23222

The US-95, 4 MILE CR BR TO MCBRIDE RD project is
located near Viola in Latah County will mill the
existing pavement and construct a plantmix overlay
in order to improve ride quality and extend the
pavement lifespan.

Crooks Hill
Latah County FY: 2028 KN: 23654

The US-95, CROOKS HILL, LATAH CO project located
between Viola and Potlatch in Latah County will
improve the curves and extend the truck climbing
lanes on US-95 at the top of Crooks Hill in order to
improve the safety and enhance the mobility of the
traveling public.

Little Bear Creek
Latah County FY: 2029 KN: 23878

The SH-8, LITTLE BEAR CR BR, LATAH CO project
located in Troy within Latah County will replace the
existing 1948 bridge with a new bridge constructed
to current standards. I

Rodeo Dr to Estes Rd, Moscow
Latah County FY: 2028 KN: 23213 J

The purpose of the US-95, RODEO DR TO ESTES RD
project is to widen the roadway to add turn lanes and
wider shoulders. This is needed to reduce the
number of future serious and fatal injury crashes at
the intersections.

Z )]

D2 Traffic Signal Upgrades ‘
Latah County FY: 2030 KN: ORN24195 ‘

The scope of the D2 TRAFFIC SIGNAL UPGRADES,
LATAH CO project on US Highway 95 and State
Highway 8 is to update the signal technology at ITD's
signalized intersections within Latah County. The

result of this project will be signal improvements on ‘
US Highway 95 and State Highway 8 within Latah
County that will improve the safety and mobility -

EB Acceleration Ln, Moscow
Latah County FY: 2028 KN: 23216

The SH-8, EB ACCELERATION LN, MOSCOW is
located in Moscow in Latah County will construct an
eastbound acceleration lane in the US-95/SH-8
Junction in order to improve the mobility through the
intersection and the safety of the traffic entering and
leaving the adj 1t busir ‘
Thorn Creek to Moscow
Latah County FY: 2024 KN: 9294

The US-95, THORN CR RD TO MOSCOW project is
located between Genesee and Moscow in in Latah
County will construct a 4-lane highway in order to
improve the safety mo iy, ane

T

Uniontown Cutoff to S Fk Palouse River Bridge
Latah County FY: 2025 KN: 21908

The US-95, UNIONTOWN CUTOFF TO S FK PALOUSE
RV BR located near Moscow in Latah County will
resurface the existing pavement in order to improve
ride quality, reduce maintenance needs, and to
extend the lifespan of the roadway.

AW I

/




US-95 Palouse Region PEL Study Roll Plots
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US-95 Palouse Region PEL Study Roll Plots
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Planning and Environmental Linkages Study

Project No. A023(354); Key No. 23354

Roll Plot 1 of 3: West




Planning and Environmental Linkages Study
Project No. A023(354); Key No. 23354
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Planning and Environmental Linkages Study
Project No. A023(354); Key No. 23354
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US-95 PEL Study Contact Card



WASHINGTON STATE
LINE TO TROY

PEL STUDY

The Idaho Transportation Department has
begun the process of identifying needed improvements
on State Highway 8 between the Washington State Line and
Troy in Latah County. The study will help ITD evaluate potential

transportation solutions for the current and future needs of the area.

The study will:

» Study environmental conditions on and around SH-8

¢ |dentify potential issues or areas of concern

* Gather input from community members along the project area

» Evaluate alternatives that improve safety, mobility and roadway configuration
» Select a preferred alternative to be advanced to subsequent environmental evaluation (NEPA)

PROCESS & SCHEDULE PEL STUDY

FALL 2022 |Initial planning

2023-2024 Conduct safety, traffic and preliminary environmental

analysis
2024 Alternatives analysis
2025 Finalize alternative and PEL Study

ITD is working with agencies, municipalities and the public in the
project area. At this time, the construction timeline and source of
funding have not yet been determined.

§ A

] Coeur d’Alene
X [ Study TROY
<! Area ®
o2 A
S5
§ | 2 Lewiston Mﬂn
S v Cornwall ot

To stay informed about the project
and learn about future
opportunities to give input:

VISIT itdprojects.idaho.gov/pages/sh-8
EMAIL janet.zarate@itd.idaho.gov

This study will follow the Planning
and Environmental Linkages (PEL)
process to consider environmental,
community and economic goals
early while planning future corridor
projects.

A PEL study is also underway to
identify needed improvements and
potential transportation solutions
on US-95 from Snow Road south of
Moscow to the Latah/Benewah
county line.

For more information on the US-95
PEL Study, visit:
itdprojects.idaho.gov/
pages/us95palousepel

Your Safety - Your Mobility
Your Economic Opportunity

Persons needing an interpreter or special
accommodations are urged to contact
208-334-8884 or TTY/TDD users Dial 711 to
use the Idaho Relay System.

Se les recomienda a las personas que necesiten un intérprete o arreglos
especiales que llamen al 208-334-8496. Usuarios de TTY/TDD: Marque 711 o
(800) 377-3529 para usar el sistema de Relay de Idaho.



' PALOUSE REGION &!8 MOSCOW To TROY Jraip skl it

Public Meeting #1 Survey

Thank you for taking the time
to provide your feedback!

Notes: Scan for online
public meeting

« You may leave your comments in the
fields below or online
(both experiences offer identical
information and questions).

« Not all questions are required on this
survey; however, we greatly value your
feedback for all sections!

- Comments are always welcome, but can
best be used by the end of the formal
comment period on Tuesday, April 23.




US-95 and SH-8 PEL Survey o0

QUESTIONS

As part of Public Meeting #1, we would like your input on each PEL’s draft purpose and need statements and your
suggestions for potential improvements. As a reminder, each study is distinct:

» US-95 PEL is between Snow Rd and the Latah/Benewah county line
» SH-8 PEL is from Airport Ln in WA to Troy

1. What questions or comments do you have about the Draft Purpose and Need for the
US-95 study?

PURPOSE: The purpose of the transportation improvements on US-95 between Snow Road and the Latah/Benewah
county line is to enhance quality of life through transportation by:

» Reducing congestion through improved travel time and reliability

» Continuing to enhance a regional north-south connection between Lewiston and Coeur d’Alene as an important
element of local and regional commerce

« Accommodating active transportation where appropriate on the U.S. highway system

» Promoting safety by addressing geometric and operational deficiencies

NEED: The need for transportation improvements on US-95 between Snow Road and the Latah/Benewah county line is:

« Current and future (2050) congestion

« Inefficient movement of freight and through traffic on the one-way couplet due to the 25-mph design speed, on-
street parking, and sharp turning radii at the intersections of SH-8 and US-95

- Inadequate or lack of active transportation facilities to accommodate travelers walking and biking to school,
work, and shops

« Geometric and operational deficiencies on the US-95 corridor, including deficiencies associated with horizontal
and vertical curves, substandard grades, narrow shoulders, and passing opportunities




US-95 and SH-8 PEL Survey o0

2. What questions or comments do you have about the Draft Purpose, Need and Goals for
the SH-8 study?

PURPOSE: The purpose of SH-8 transportation improvements is to improve safety and operations and to enhance
multimodal mobility on SH-8 between Moscow and Troy for the 2050 horizon year.

NEED: Transportation improvements are needed along SH-8 due to:

« Unacceptable traffic operations along the SH-8 corridor with future travel demand.
« Safety issues for vehicular and multimodal travel along the SH-8 corridor.
« Enhanced multimodal mobility needs along and across the SH-8 corridor.

GOALS: In addition to the needs, goals of the project include the following:

« Support local and regional planning efforts.

+ Avoid or minimize environmental impacts.

- Balance local access and regional traffic flow.

« Complement local community surroundings and context.

« Provide effective connections with identified corridor projects.

« Design improvements to be compatible with existing and proposed developments.

3. What are your ideas to improve transportation in the study areas? (A map is on page 5)
Does this comment reference: O SH-8 O US-95 O Both O Unsure




US-95 and SH-8 PEL Survey o0

Do you have additional ideas to improve transportation in the study areas?
Does this comment reference: O SH-8 O US-95 O Both O Unsure

4. Do you have questions or comments for our study teams?

Do you have feedback about our outreach process or material provided at this
public meeting? If you'd like, let us know how 