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Template Instructions
The first three pages contain information and guidance text that should be omitted from the final document. Please be sure to read and understand these instructions before preparing any ITD biological assessments or other biological documents.
Questions and comments regarding this template should be forwarded to the Biology Subject Matter Expert (SME), at ITD Headquarters (HQ) Environmental Services.
The purpose of the Biological Assessment (BA) standard template is to complement the structure of the Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) Consultation Package Builder, with reference to the Determination Keys, developed by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and also including the required information in the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) National BA Template, while keeping consistent with ITD and technical documents formatting and standards.
Discuss with the District Environmental Planner or HQ Biology SME to confirm that a full BA is required rather than using the Programmatic Biological Assessment (PBA) and which species, if any, will be evaluated in detail. As always, coordinate with USFWS and/or National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) early and often.
When preparing the biological assessment, the preparer should abide by the standard formatting guidelines: 
1. ITD standardized formatting for BAs (appearance may vary as long as content requirements are met):
· Use Times New Roman font with single line spacing; body text should be 12-point font with consistent spacing between sentences
· There should only be one space in between sentences
· All document text should be justified with standard 1-inch margins
· Do not leave large blank spaces between sections or before/after figures, photos, or tables, except after the executive summary and before the references section
· Do not leave any pages blank within the BA (outside of appendices title pages)
· No consultant logos in the BA (except in attachments such as letters, memos, survey reports, plan sets, etc.)
· All BAs should be submitted as final draft documents, incomplete draft versions will not be accepted or reviewed by ITD HQ
· Final BAs should be submitted as Adobe PDF documents
· For formal consultation, Microsoft Word versions along with PDFs will be submitted to the Services
· All signatures must be in digital format, wet signatures will not be accepted
2. Use the following terms according to the definitions below (pertinent to BAs only):
· Action area: all areas to be affected directly or indirectly by the proposed action and not merely the immediate area involved in the action (50 CFR §402.02). The action area typically includes the project area with a specified buffer area based direct and indirect impacts from project actions
· Project area: the area that includes all the project actions (i.e. staging areas, waste sites, traffic control, ground disturbance), typically smaller than the action area.
· Construction footprint: the area of ground disturbance, typically smaller than the action area and project area
· Ground disturbance: any work that disturbs the top soil, including clearing and grubbing, blasting, soil boring/drilling, stockpiling fill, and any earthwork (excavating, digging, plowing, scraping/grading, leveling, backfilling, trenching, etc.)
3. Species name standards to be used throughout document:
· Include the scientific name the first time a species is mentioned in the BA
· Italicize scientific names (Coccyzus americanus or Danaus plexippus plexippus) 
· Species variety and subspecies are NOT interchangeable and these categories are not italicized (var., sp. or spp.)
· If acronyms are used, stay consistent throughout the BA and define the acronym at the first occurrence in the document. Birds have standardized acronyms e.g., yellow-billed cuckoo (YBCU) [Coccyzus americanus]. Use only the acronym after the first occurrence.
· If acronyms are not used, use the common name and the scientific name at the first occurrence, e.g., yellow-billed cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus). Use only the common name after the first occurrence
4. At least two figures must be included in the BA: Figure 1 displaying the project vicinity, a detailed view of the location and surrounding land use with an inset of the State of Idaho displaying the project location and Figure 2 showing the action area and project area including the construction footprint or area of ground disturbance. The figure(s) may be color but should also be legible if reproduced in black & white. All maps must include the following items: 
· North arrow and scale
· County boundaries and names
· Major landmarks in the area, such as cities/towns, rivers/streams, geological features, etc. to convey the location of project 
· ITD routes and route numbers
· Define the project area and area of the construction footprint and include text callouts indicating the project beginning and ending limits, e.g., “Project Begin, MP 10.0” and “Project End, MP 20.0”
· Use an aerial photograph or topographic map as basemap 
· All legend items/names should use the same descriptors as referenced in the text (e.g., construction footprint, project area, action area, etc.)
· All maps must be first generation copies, legible and at a scale to be meaningful to the description of the activity
5. Graphics, Tables and Photos: In most cases photos should be included, but only enough to show a representative sample of the action area or specific resources discussed in the BA. Graphics and tables should be included as needed to describe the project actions, species and habitat, and effect analysis. All graphics and photos must be first generation copies, clear, not blurry or fuzzy, and at a scale to be meaningful to the reviewer. All graphics, tables, and photos should include:
· sequential numbering based on the type of insert
· captions appropriately explaining the content of the graphic, table, or photo
· direction or heading
6. Include project design information, schematics, or plans as appropriate or available, species database queries, and relevant studies/surveys in the appendices. 
The text in this document is guidance unless it is a heading or is otherwise specified. Main headings (i.e. 1.0, 2.0, 3.0) should be retained and used. Subheadings may be reorganized to match needs of the BA, but basic concept and information from subheadings should remain the same.
· Black text = Required headings with navigable header tags and some text
· Blue text = (Guidance text) Instructions and guidance to be considered and deleted from the final document



· Red text = (Sample text) Sample text that can be used, edited or removed, as appropriate 



[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk99101961][bookmark: _Hlk99102014]Idaho Transportation Department
BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT

(Insert a project area photo; a high level overview of the project area or of a specific/relevant project component.)
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This report is the property of Idaho Transportation Department and may contain sensitive biological information. 
Idaho Transportation Department approval is required prior to reproduction or distribution.
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(Guidance Text) To create or update the Table of Contents (TOC) in Word, go to the References tab, click the TOC drop-down (far left corner) to choose type and options. Or you can use the provided Table of Contents, don’t forget to update once the BA is drafted and ready to submit as a final draft. Please use clickable TOC (Automatic Table 2 as seen above). 
[bookmark: _Toc43731715]To create or update a list of tables or figures in Word, first create a caption for each table or figure title: under the References tab, click on Insert Caption and select option type table or figure. To insert the list of tables or figures in the TOC: under the References tab, click on Insert Table of Figures (use caption label under General to specify table or figure). Appendices can be listed within the TOC or after the lists of tables and figures, as seen above.

Acronyms and Abbreviations
(Guidance Text) Add or delete from this list to reflect the acronyms needed for each document.
	ºC
	degrees Celsius

	ºF
	degrees Fahrenheit

	AADT
	average annual daily traffic

	ADT
	average daily traffic

	BA 
	Biological Assessment

	BGEPA
	Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act

	BLM
	Bureau of Land Management

	BMP
	Best Management Practice

	C
	Candidate

	CCAA
	Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances

	CFR
	Code of Federal Regulations

	CWA
	Clean Water Act

	CY
	cubic yard

	dB
	decibel(s)

	DCH
	Designated Critical Habitat

	DPS
	Distinct Population Segment

	E
	Endangered 

	EFH
	Essential Fish Habitat

	EPA
	Environmental Protection Agency

	ESA
	Endangered Species Act

	ESU
	Evolutionarily Significant Unit

	FHWA
	Federal Highway Administration

	FMO
	Feeding, migration, and overwintering

	FWCA
	Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act

	HUC
	Hydrologic Unit Code

	IDEQ
	Idaho Department of Environmental Quality

	IDFG
	Idaho Department of Fish and Game

	IPaC
	Information for Planning and Consultation

	IPDES 
	Idaho Pollutant Discharge Elimination System

	ITD
	Idaho Transportation Department

	LAA
	likely to adversely affect

	LHTAC
	Local Highway Technical Assistance Council

	MBTA
	Migratory Bird Treaty Act

	MP
	Milepost 

	MSA
	Magnuson-Steven’s Fishery Conservation and Management Act

	NE
	no effect

	NEPA
	National Environmental Policy Act

	NLAA
	not likely to adversely affect 

	NLJ
	not likely to jeopardize the continued existence

	NMFS
	National Marine Fisheries Service

	NOAA
	National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

	NPDES
	National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System

	OHWM
	Ordinary High-Water Mark

	P
	Proposed 

	PBF
	physical or biological feature

	PCH
	Proposed Critical Habitat

	PLSS
	Public Land Survey System

	ROW
	Right of Way

	SWPPP
	Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan

	T
	Threatened

	TMDL
	Total Maximum Daily Load

	UTM
	Universal Transverse Mercator

	USACE
	United States Army Corps of Engineers

	USGS
	United States Geological Survey

	USFS
	United States Forest Service

	USFWS
	United States Fish and Wildlife Service




[bookmark: _Toc132705512][bookmark: _Toc132709031][bookmark: _Toc132709398][bookmark: _Toc173494188]Executive Summary
(Guidance text) The Executive Summary should briefly present the project title, location, including county, route, waterbody, and HUC (if warranted) and purpose of the transportation project. Also include the proposed action and focus of the Section 7 consultation (or conference), the federally listed, proposed, or candidate species and their designated or proposed critical habitat(s) assessed for potential effects, and the effect determinations as a result of the analyses of the proposed action. Additionally, if the BA includes an analysis of NMFS Essential Fish Habitat (EFH), a brief summary of those results can be included in the Executive Summary.
The target audience for biological technical documents is primarily the technical reviewers in the regulatory and partner agencies, secondarily for decision makers, and sometimes for the interested public. Documents should be written in technically appropriate language that conveys particular technical meaning, without using unnecessary technical jargon. 
[bookmark: _Toc172726933]Table 1. Federally Listed Species, Proposed and Candidate Species, Critical Habitat and EFH
	Scientific Name
	Common Name
	Statusa
	Determinationb

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


a C = candidate; P = proposed; T = threatened; E = endangered; PCH = proposed critical habitat; DCH = designated critical habitat; EFH = essential fish habitat
b Listed Species and DCH: NE = no effect; NLAA = not likely to adversely affect; LAA = likely to adversely affect. Candidate and Proposed Species and PCH (ESA – Considerations of Candidate and Proposed Species and PCH SOP): NLJ (NE) = not likely to jeopardize (no effect); NLJ = not likely to jeopardize. EFH: adverse effects or no adverse effects.
Guidance text for filling out the summary table: 
· Include all ESA species and sensitive habitat in table: this includes proposed, candidate, threatened, endangered, designated critical habitat, proposed critical habitat, and EFH.
· Every species, critical habitat and EFH should have a separate row.



[bookmark: _Toc132705513][bookmark: _Toc132709032][bookmark: _Toc132709399][bookmark: _Toc173494189]Introduction
(Guidance text) The intent of this section is to provide a summary of the information on which the BA is based, detailing how the agency’s action (e.g., FHWA/ITD) affects species and critical habitat (Section 7 (b)(3)(A)), document the required information was requested and received by the action agency, and state the purpose and need of the proposed action. The purpose and need statement explains why ITD is developing a project and provides a basis for the development and evaluation of proposed action. This project description must be the same as the project description that will be used in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) documentation.
(Sample text) The Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) proposes improvements along (Road Name), from (Termini) to (Termini), approximately ___ miles in length, in the (Name of City/Town), ____ County, Idaho (Figure 1). The proposed project would include the reconstruction of the (Road Name), the addition and modification of the frontage roads and ramps, construction of collector-distributor roads along the (Road Name) frontage roads, and construction of a shared-use path.
The purpose of the project is to upgrade the existing highway to meet current design standards, to improve mobility, and to meet future projected traffic demands. The purpose of this Biological Assessment (BA) is to assess the effects of the proposed action on federally protected resources and obtain a [concurrence letter or Biological Opinion (BO) with an incidental take statement]. Specifically, this BA addresses potential effects of the action to the federally protected [Species Names, including Scientific Name] affected by the project as required for consultation with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and/or National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). Specific project design elements that avoid or minimize adverse effects of the proposed project on listed species and/or critical habitat are also identified.
[bookmark: _Toc132705514][bookmark: _Toc132709033][bookmark: _Toc132709400][bookmark: _Toc173494190]Project Location
(Guidance text) Provide a paragraph on the location of the proposed project that includes the following:
· Route number and mileposts (MP) limits, or other limits as applicable, e.g., “Main Street between 1st Avenue and Saratoga Drive” 
· Town/city and County, or if not within a town/city, an approximate distance and direction to nearest town/city or other landmark, e.g., “approximately 9 miles east of Twin Falls, Idaho”
· Project extent, e.g., “the project would occur within existing ITD/City Name ROW/easement”, or “the project would occur within and adjacent to existing ITD/City Name ROW/easement
· Land ownership 
· Include vicinity maps
· Include watersheds, Hydrologic Unit Codes (HUCs), and bodies of water bordered or crossed
· If the project occurs on Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land, provide the Public Land Survey System (PLSS) description and the easement serial number (obtained during the scoping process) 
· If the project occurs on the Tribal Lands, provide the United States Geological Service (USGS) 7.5’ Quadrangle name(s) the project occurs on, the PLSS description, and UTM NAD 1983 Zone 12 coordinates for the approximate center of the project
[bookmark: _Toc173494191]Federal Nexus
(Guidance text) Include a statement identifying the federal nexus (for transportation projects, the federal nexus is usually due to federal funding, the project is on federal land, the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) or other federal agency is issuing a permit. If the project does not have a federal nexus, Section 10 may be warranted. Contact the Biology SME at ITD HQ.
(Sample text) This BA has been prepared by (Consultant Name) for ITD District (Enter District Number) to address the proposed action in compliance with Section 7(c) of the ESA of 1973, as amended. The project would be (fully or partially) funded with federal resources and, is therefore a federal action.
[bookmark: _Toc173494192]Consultation History
(Guidance text) This section includes a detailed description of agency coordination/consultation with USFWS/NMFS as part of Section 7 consultation with respect to studies performed or technical assistance received that guided studies. This may also include history of the specific project and/or consultation for similar projects in the same general area. It can be organized into a table or bullet list. 
· Summarize dates, discussions, meetings, and written correspondence with USFWS/NMFS or other partners that are relevant to describing the proposed action, effects of the action and plans for the consultation. Include staff names from all relevant agencies, if applicable.
· Identify documents provided to or received from USFWS/NMFS that are related to the proposed action or effects of the action.
· Include species lists, including all letters and lists from IPaC and other resources as required. Ensure list(s) are less than 90 days old and that all species and critical habitats from all federal lists are addressed in the BA. Species lists and other database search results can be added in Appendices. A more detailed Desktop Analysis is outlined in Section 3.1.
[bookmark: _Toc173494193]Proposed Action
(Guidance text) Describe what, when, where, who, and how of the project. Describe (1) what the project or action is; (2) where the project is (refer to attached maps); (3) when the action is going to take place, time line/implementation schedules; (4) who is going to do the action and under what authority, include name and address of the applicant; and (5) how the action will be accomplished–e.g., bulldozer, pile driver, feller-buncher, chain saw, steam roller. In describing the action, it is most important that aspects of the proposed action enabling certain analyses of effect are described. For instance, if an area will be coffered and dewatered, the Services will need specific information on size of area, dewatering best management practices (BMPs), and fish salvage BMPs. And it will need to be clear which techniques are specifically proposed, versus a laundry list of possible things that might be done or things that are “typically” done. Refer to the Effects Analysis and discussion of common pathways of effect, see below.
If it is a multi-phased action or project, describe what, when, where and how of each phase separately. Identify any conservation measures that will be implemented to avoid, reduce, or eliminate adverse effects or that would benefit the protected species or critical habitat. Include a 1-2 sentence description of the project and anticipated construction timing and duration. 
[bookmark: _Toc132705520][bookmark: _Toc173494194]Construction Details
(Guidance text) This section will describe the proposed action (construction details) in as much detail as possible. Include all relevant components of the project, including pre-construction actions to manage or exclude species and post-construction actions for habitat restoration. 
· Describe the anticipated steps involved in the action in expected or logical order and include diagrams that are useful. The intent of the proposed action section is to describe both what will be built and how it will be constructed. For example: 1. Dewater by… 2. Remove old bridge by… 3. Remove old abutments by... 4. Construct new abutments...  5. In-water equipment will be… 6. Order of magnitude of quantities…  Include description of actions for the entire action area (including interrelated and interdependent actions). Describe criteria for off-site use areas which minimize potential effects. If the contractor proposes an alternative construction method other than that described in the BA, concurrence from the Services is required.
· Identify BMPs, erosion and sediment control, and other measures (i.e., work windows, construction techniques, avoidance) designed to minimize effects of the project actions.
· Describe any mitigation, monitoring, and reporting plans, as well as conservation bank credits or mitigation sites.
· Include action area map displaying the project area and construction footprint, if possible.
· Include supplementary information such as standard designs, project plan sheets, or tables to further describe construction details.
As needed, additional subheadings below could include post-project site restoration, operations and maintenance, fish salvage and dewatering, stormwater, specific structure construction and/or removal, etc.
[bookmark: _Toc173494195][bookmark: _Toc132705523][bookmark: _Toc132705521]Timeline and Sequence 
(Guidance text) This section will describe the timing of planned construction activities that will have direct or potential indirect bearing on the effects to listed species or critical habitat. Provide the estimated construction start and end dates for the project and each phase of the project, if phased. Items to consider include, but are not limited to:
· Duration
· Phasing of construction
· Order of work
· Work windows
· night work
· seasonal restrictions
· environmental work windows (in-water, MBTA, etc.)
[bookmark: _Toc173494196][bookmark: _Toc132705524]Construction Equipment, Access, and Staging 
(Guidance text) Describe the types of equipment that will be used in as much detail as possible. If known, or can be prescribed as part of the consultation, describe how the project will be accessed and what types of staging areas will be needed and where they will be located. Also describe where equipment will operate in relation to the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) and will the work occur above and/or below the OHWM.
[bookmark: _Toc132705519][bookmark: _Toc173494197]Existing Structures (Where Applicable)
(Guidance text) If applicable, describe the existing facility/roadway, including existing Right of Way (ROW) widths, easements, lane width, number of lanes, shoulders, bridges, culverts, medians, etc.
[bookmark: _Toc173494198]In-Water Work (Where Applicable)
(Guidance text) Describe all in-water activities, proposed work conditions, and in-water work windows, as developed in coordination with NMFS and/or USFWS. These in-water work windows and modified project actions can minimize the effects of in-water work. Address any proposed seasonal restrictions. In-water work is associated with such projects as culvert maintenance and replacement, bridge repair, replacement, or demolition, and pier installation. Adjacent proposed activities such as lane repair or road widening should also be considered for potential impacts to aquatic species or habitat.
Describe any dewatering activities, including channel changes (both temporary and permanent), berms, dikes, excavations, and sediment and erosion control activities. Temporary water management (i.e., dewatering) is often needed for construction within waterways and includes work area isolation, flow diversion, and potential fish salvage or recovery. Temporary water management or dewatering is associated with culvert maintenance and replacement, bridge demolition, pier installation, and possibly abutment construction.
If appropriate, describe fish salvage activities, including how fish will be moved, relocated, handled, or captured from the isolated area using trapping, seining, and electrofishing. Identify methods that minimize the risk of injury before and/or during the dewatering of an isolated in-water work area. 
NOTE: Per the 2024 Memorandum of Agreement on Procedures Relating to Section 7 ESA and Transportation Projects in Idaho: If electrofishing is proposed as a means of fish capture, the fisheries biologist must comply with the 2012 USFWS Recommended Fish Exclusion, Capture, Handling, and Electroshocking Protocols and Standards and/or the 2000 NMFS Guidelines for Electrofishing Waters Containing Salmonids Listed Under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) depending on the fish species present. If both USFWS and NMFS jurisdictional fish species are present within or near the action area, the fisheries biologist must follow the most conservative guidelines for electrofishing. Also, a Scientific Collecting Permit issued by IDFG is required to handle all captured fish.
[bookmark: _Toc173494199]Vegetation Removal and Stabilization
(Guidance text) Describe any vegetation clearing, tree or shrub removal, aquatic vegetation removal or special vegetation treatments. Include location, acreage, total count of vegetation removal (trees), and species of vegetation to be removed, if possible. Also describe any bank stabilization efforts, including riprap, MSE wall, gabion baskets, bio-methods (vegetated riprap) and revegetation or reseeding efforts. If revegetating or reseeding, identify plant establishment periods, seed mixes, vegetation management plans, and any long-term monitoring.
(Sample text) Approximately five trees will be removed where riprap is being placed. Project actions will result in disturbance of approximately 0.2 acre of riparian habitat, including permanent impacts to 406 square feet of wetlands. 
All areas with ground disturbance will be re-vegetated according to ITD’s standard practices for ROW areas (2023 ITD SpecBook) and to the extent practicable, in compliance with Executive Order 13112 on Invasive Species, the Idaho Invasive Species Act, and Noxious Weed Idaho Code (Title 22, Chapter 24).
[bookmark: _Toc132705522][bookmark: _Toc173494200]Potential Impacts to Water Quality (Where Applicable)
(Guidance text) Describe all activities that will affect water quality, including for instance activities generating suspended sediment, handling and storage of petroleum products, cleaning and leakage prevention BMPs for in-water/near-water equipment, handling of uncured concrete, herbicides, and temporary and permanent stormwater controls. Water pollution, including stormwater runoff, is regulated under the Clean Water Act (CWA). Section 402 of the CWA provides the legal basis for the IPDES/NPDES permit program, which regulates point and nonpoint discharges. Section 401 of the CWA states that an applicant for a federal permit to conduct an activity that may result in a discharge to waters of the state must provide the permitting agency with water quality certification issued by the state from which the discharge originates. A water quality certification is the mechanism by which the state evaluates whether an activity may proceed and meet water quality standards. It may be approved if the activity can be conducted as proposed and meets standards, or it may be approved with conditions that, if met, will ensure that water quality standards are met.
[bookmark: _Toc173494201]Conservation Measures
(Guidance text) This section should include the specific commitments that serve to avoid, minimize, or mitigate potential effects on ESA listed species and designated critical habitat (DCH). All commitments proposed will become part of the project description and must be implemented prior to, during, or post construction, therefore the project team in the District must approve all commitments. Typically, these commitments include seasonal or in-water work windows, habitat avoidance, habitat restoration, revegetation, limited day or night work, establishment of Environmentally Sensitive Areas, removal of fish barriers, restoring natural hydrology, silt fencing, wildlife exclusion fencing, stormwater best management practices (BMPs), nesting deterrents, etc. All measures should be described in future tense and can be listed as text or in tabular form. Also include any post construction monitoring and reporting efforts.
Note: Conservation measures must be included in the contractor commitments for implementation. 
[bookmark: _Toc173494202][bookmark: _Toc132705527][bookmark: _Toc132709039][bookmark: _Toc132709406]Action Area
(Guidance text) The action area encompasses the geographic extent of environmental changes (i.e., the physical, chemical, and biotic effects) that will result directly and indirectly from the action. Action area is typically larger than the area directly affected by the action. Please include a map or maps with both the terrestrial and aquatic areas that could be directly and indirectly impacted by project construction, noise, vibration etc.
The action area is defined as all areas, terrestrial and aquatic, affected directly or indirectly by the federal action and not merely the immediate area involved in the action (50 CFR §402.02) including all off-site use areas and locations (i.e., access/haul routes, materials sources, waste sites, mitigation sites, stockpiling areas, staging areas).
(Sample text) The construction footprint for the proposed project includes the existing variable widths ROW, additional areas proposed as new ROW, and total acreages of ground disturbance is approximate ____ acres. The project area includes all proposed action activities and associated locations such as traffic control and waste or storage sites and the construction footprint. The action area includes the construction footprint and project area plus additional areas within ___ feet (buffer), totaling ____ acres. A ___ -foot buffer was included in the action area to account for the potential spatial and temporal indirect and direct effects, such as construction noise and activity, to habitat not immediately adjacent to the ROW.
[bookmark: _Toc173494203]Environmental Baseline 
(Guidance text) The environmental baseline describes both the terrestrial and aquatic setting or resources within the action area ONLY. The intent of this section is to provide a summary of baseline habitat conditions important to the species under consultation. Briefly introduce the general existing conditions of the action area, land use, species, and habitat known to occur. 
As defined under ESA, the environmental baseline includes past and present impacts of all federal, state, and private actions in the action area; the anticipated impacts of all proposed federal actions in the action are that have undergone formal or early Section 7 consultation; and the impact of state and private actions which are contemporaneous with the Section 7 consultation process. Future actions and their potential effects are not included in the environmental baseline. This section defines the current status of the species and their habitat in the action area and provides a platform to assess the effects of the proposed action under consultation with USFWS and/or NMFS.
[bookmark: _Toc132705528][bookmark: _Toc132709040][bookmark: _Toc132709407][bookmark: _Toc173494204]Desktop Analysis (Required) and Field Surveys (Where Applicable)
[bookmark: _Hlk179530068](Guidance text) A statement that the USFWS IPaC tool, NOAA West Coast Region Species and Habitat App, and StreamNet mapper (if warranted), were accessed (include the dates) and reviewed for the presence or potential presence of ESA species, critical habitat, or EFH within the action area. Include the database species lists in the Appendices. Describe methods used for studying the potential effects of the action for the listed/proposed species or designated/proposed critical habitat. Please refer to ITD ESA Desktop Analysis Instructions for guidance on how to produce lists or reports from these resources.
Do not discuss other external agency special status species, e.g., United States Forest Service (USFS), BLM, or Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG) Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) in the BA. Also do not discuss birds that are solely protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). Only ESA species under the jurisdiction of the USFWS and NMFS are addressed in the BA. 
Include any publications/journal articles/agency data and technical reports that were used and cited. Include local information relative to the project vicinity, views of recognized experts, and results from recent studies, life history, population dynamics, trends and distribution. Reference field notes, unpublished data, research in progress, etc. Include local population information. 
(Sample text) The USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) tool was accessed on [DATE] and the NOAA West Coast Region Species and Habitat App was accessed on [DATE] and are included in [APPENDIX]. These resources identified [identify species and critical habitat] have the potential to occur within the action area [TABLE]. The NOAA West Coast Region Species and Habitat App also identified EFH for the [identify EFH] in the action area [ - or - Neither the IPaC or NOAA West Coast Region Species and Habitat App identified sensitive habitat within the action area for the project]. 
[bookmark: _Toc132705529][bookmark: _Toc173494205]Personnel and Survey Dates (Where Applicable)
ONLY INCLUDE THIS SECTION IF SURVEYS WERE CONDUCTED: (Guidance text) In this section, include personnel names of ITD, consultants, and other partners used to complete biological field surveys and/or studies. Note qualifications (i.e., B.S. in Biology or other related field), especially if a survey permit is required (include permit number). Use a table format or bullet list in chronological order to describe all field surveys if there are many entries.
Describe and reference methods used to do site visits or field surveys – protocols, guidelines, etc. 
[bookmark: _Toc132705530][bookmark: _Toc173494206]Limitations and Modifications that may Influence Survey Results (Where Applicable)
ONLY INCLUDE THIS SECTION IF SURVEYS WERE CONDUCTED: (Guidance text) Describe limitations and modifications, if any, to the survey methods. Consider possible problems including: low rainfall, drought, species seasonality and/or detectability, potentially out of date surveys (in general, negative results > 3 years old should be viewed with caution), partial survey protocol completion, or incomplete fieldwork due to limited access, deviations from survey protocol, and incomplete surveys of action area due to access restrictions or safety. Discuss if inferred presence approach was used due to limitations.
[bookmark: _Toc132705531][bookmark: _Toc132709041][bookmark: _Toc132709408][bookmark: _Toc173494207]Habitat Conditions and Land Use in the Action Area
(Guidance text) Describe the past and present effects of human actions on the species, critical habitat, or EFH in the action area. Describe existing habitat conditions including the physical and biological features (PBFs) of the action area (e.g., topography, vegetation, vegetation and instream habitat conditions, and trend). PBFs only refer to critical habitat and can be found in the critical habitat federal ruling for each species’ profile within the USFWS ECOS website or NMFS Designated Critical Habitat website. PBFs only need to be discussed and impacts evaluated if there is an expected impact to critical habitat. Include seasonal changes to hydrological, aquatic, natural, and vegetative communities when pertinent. Also, identify any management or activities already occurring in the area.
This description should include the following as applicable:
· Landowners – private or public lands, land use, list, and map
· Aerial photos of the project action area (if many, put in Appendix)
· Description of the topographical features, hydrological and aquatic resources, natural or vegetation communities, common or dominant wildlife and plant species, migration and movement corridors and invasive species
· The habitat conditions specific to the site (not an exhaustive description of regional features)
· An assessment of whether the habitat needs of the listed species are present/absent
· The quality and quantity of the specific habitat types
· An assessment focused on the areas within the action area that are either occupied habitat or contain one or more of the specific PBFs that occur within a federally DCH unit for the species being assessed
[bookmark: _Toc132705532][bookmark: _Toc173494208]Example subheading: Aquatic Resources (Where Applicable)
(Guidance text) Create subheadings and discuss any aquatic resources, geology, soils, or vegetation communities that may be used, provide habitat for, or affect a federally listed species.
Hyperlinks to optional analyses tools – USFWS National Wetlands Inventory Mapper, Flash Earth aerial imagery, Google Earth, USDA NRCS Web Soil Survey, USFWS ECOS, or NMFS Designated Critical Habitat website.
[bookmark: _Toc132705533][bookmark: _Toc173494209]Existing Land Use (Where Applicable)
(Guidance text) Discuss the project area and surrounding areas’ land use, including any notable trends (e.g., growth/urbanization, conversion from residential to commercial, decrease agriculture, etc.).
Use Pathway and Indicators Matrix Table 2 below to describe conditions related to listed fish. Each of the categories below represents a significant pathway by which actions can have potential effects on anadromous salmonids and their habitats. The pathways are further broken down into "indicators." Indicators are generally of two types: (1) Metrics that have associated numeric values (e.g. "six pools per mile"); and (2) descriptions (e.g. "adequate habitat refugia do not exist"). The pathway and indicator columns are standard and should not be modified or deleted. The baseline column corresponds to the condition level of the indicator which are: "properly functioning," "at risk," and "not properly functioning."
For the project effects column, "restore" means to change the function of an "at risk" indicator to "properly functioning," or to change the function of a "not properly functioning" indicator to "at risk" or "properly functioning" (i.e., it does not apply to properly functioning" indicators). “Maintain" means that the function of an indicator does not change (i.e., it applies to all indicators regardless of functional level). "Degrade" means to change the function of an indicator for the worse (i.e., it applies to all indicators regardless of functional level). In some cases, a "not properly functioning" indicator may be further worsened, and this should be noted.
If there are no listed fish within the project vicinity or project actions will not impact fish or fish habitat, delete the table.
[bookmark: _Toc172726934]Table 2. Pathways and Watershed Condition Indicators (WCIs) Baseline Conditions for Listed Fish
	Pathway Indicators
	Baseline
	Project Effects

	Local or Subpopulation Characteristics 
	Local or Subpopulation size
	Not Properly Functioning
	Maintain

	
	Growth and survival
	At Risk 
	Degrade

	
	Life history diversity and isolation
	Properly Functioning
	Restore

	
	Persistence and genetic integrity
	
	

	Water Quality
	Temperature
	
	

	
	Sediment/turbidity
	
	

	
	Chemical contamination/nutrients
	
	

	Habitat Access
	Physical barriers
	
	

	Habitat Elements
	Substrate embeddedness
	
	

	
	Large woody debris
	
	

	
	Pool Frequency
	
	

	
	Pool Quality
	
	

	
	Off-channel habitat
	
	

	
	Refugia
	
	

	Channel Condition and Dynamics
	Width/depth ratio
	
	

	
	Streambank condition
	
	

	
	Floodplain connectivity
	
	

	Flow/ Hydrology
	Change in peak/base flows
	
	

	
	Drainage network increase
	
	

	Watershed Conditions
	Road density and location
	
	

	
	Disturbance history
	
	

	
	Riparian conservation area
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc173494210][bookmark: _Toc132705534][bookmark: _Toc132709042][bookmark: _Toc132709409]Species in the Action Area
(Guidance text) Identify and list all listed, proposed, or candidate species that “may be present” in the action area and where you obtained this information. Also identify the life stage and timing of presence of each species in the action area. If you determined that a particular species may be present in the general area, but not in the action area, it is helpful to identify that species and to explain why it is not present in the action area (e.g., identify known or suspected fish passage barriers). This serves two purposes. First, it will provide documentation for the project administrative record. Second, it will avoid need for additional correspondence with USFWS or NMFS regarding that particular species. If field surveys were conducted, those findings will also be presented in this section.
[bookmark: _Toc173494211]Species, Critical Habitat, and Essential Fish Habitat (Life History)
(Guidance text) Use the subsections below to briefly describe the regulatory status history and deconstruct the biology (life history, threats, range and habitat) of all plant and animal species and describe critical habitat or essential fish habitat that may be affected by the proposed project action. The USFWS/NMFS knows the biology of the species, therefore it is unnecessary to provide them with a lot of detailed information. Be sure to include all species and habitat listed in Table 1 within the assessment in these following sections. If there are potential effects to a proposed or candidate species, discuss with the District, LHTAC, or HQ Biology SME and make sure to evaluate effects to the proposed or candidate species per the ITD Candidate and Proposed Species SOP. The Endangered Species Consultation Handbook is also good guidance, however if there are questions on specific consultation regulations, refer to the regulations or contact the USFWS/NMFS liaison.
All species or critical habitat will be discussed in this section. However, species or critical habitat with anticipated no effect determinations will not get addressed in the BA as thoroughly as species or critical habitat that may be impacted. For no effect determinations list the species or critical habitat with rationale for the no effect determination and state the species or critical habitat will not be further discussed in the BA. The no effect determination and rationale will be reiterated in Section 7.1.1. ITD no longer accepts separate no effect statements.
Table 3 below is required, however, other tables including an Effect Matrix for Aquatic Species, PBF tables, and a Pathways and Indicators Matrix may be warranted.
[bookmark: _Toc172726935]Table 3. Listed, proposed, and candidate species and designated and proposed critical habitat and effect determinations.
	Species or Critical Habitat
	Listing Statusa
	Presence of Species/Habitat in Action Area
	Effect Determinationb
	Justification or Rationale for Determination

	grizzly bear (Ursus arctos)
	T
	Yes/No
	NLAA
	Options:
· No suitable (nesting, breeding, spawning) habitat
· Project outside of elevational range 
· No in-water work
· No occurrences within 20 miles of project


	yellow-billed cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus)
	T
	Yes/Yes
	NE
	No suitable habitat, no riparian vegetation.

	yellow-billed cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus) Critical Habitat
	DCH
	Yes/No
	NE
	No Critical Habitat within the action area, therefore, will not be impacted

	Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus plexippus)
	C
	Yes/No
	NLJ
	No suitable habitat, no milkweed or flowering vegetation observed during field survey.


a C = candidate; P = proposed; T = threatened; E = endangered; PCH = proposed critical habitat; DCH = designated critical habitat; EFH = essential fish habitat
b Listed Species and DCH: NE = no effect; NLAA = not likely to adversely affect; LAA = likely to adversely affect. Candidate and Proposed Species and PCH (ESA – Considerations of Candidate and Proposed Species and PCH SOP): NLJ (NE) = not likely to jeopardize (no effect); NLJ = not likely to jeopardize. EFH: adverse effects or no adverse effects.
(Guidance text) These descriptions above and Table 1 should include all species and habitats from the lists obtained from USFWS and NOAA resources. ESA species and protected habitat lists are obtained from IPaC and NOAA West Coast Region Species and Habitat App. The BA must include an effect determination for all listed/proposed species and designated or proposed critical habitat identified on the species lists. 
[bookmark: _Toc132705535][bookmark: _Toc173494212]Species “X”
(Guidance text) Utilize the best available scientific and commercial information available for each species. Keep the discussion brief and relevant. Present the life history (i.e. abundance, distribution, diversity, etc.) of the species. Present biological aspects that may be affected and limit the discussion of biology that is totally unrelated to project effects (i.e. if no breeding habitat exists in the action area, don’t include lengthy details on breeding biology and needs). 
· Briefly discuss regulatory history and status
· Discuss changes in population trends related to the species
· Describe habitat condition specific to the action area
· Discuss habitat use patterns, including seasonal use, home range, dispersal, movement, and migration (if relevant), limiting factors, and identify habitat use pattern needs such as breeding/spawning, rearing, feeding, transit, resting, and sheltering.
Survey Findings (Where Applicable)
(Guidance text) Discuss/describe the listed, proposed, and candidate species that occur or have the potential to occur in the project action area. Discuss protocols used during surveys and any deviations or modifications. Identify the particular species, its specific habitat requirements at each life stage, closest known population, when that known population was last surveyed, and results of field surveys [presence/absence] and, if data available, estimate numbers of species that may be present by life stage. 
[bookmark: _Toc132705537][bookmark: _Toc173494213]Designated [or Proposed] Critical Habitat for Species “X”
(Guidance text) Describe and discuss the critical habitat designated in the action area for each species and the physical and biological features (PBFs; previously known as primary constituent elements) of the critical habitat. Include the status of DCH for the species, the total area of DCH for the species, the total area of critical habitat in the action area and the number and names of critical habitat units in the action area. Evaluate the presence, absence, and condition of the PBFs for each life-stage of the species present in the action area. PBFs are listed in the critical habitat federal ruling for each species, typically available through the USFWS ECOS website or the NMFS Designated Critical Habitat website. You may use the example table below or describe and assess the PBFs within the text.
(Sample text) The proposed action addressed within this document falls within designated or proposed critical habitat for [identify species].
(Guidance text) If no critical habitat has been designated in the action area, then state that here. 
(Sample text) No critical habitat has been designated or proposed for any federally listed or proposed species in or within proximity to the action area.
Example Table 4 below may only be required when impacts to proposed or DCH may occur.
[bookmark: _Toc172726936]Table 4. Types of sites, essential PBFs, and the species life stage each PBF supports.
	Site
	Essential Physical and Biological Features
	Species Life Stage

	Snake River basin steelheada

	Freshwater spawning
	Water quality, water quantity, and substrate
	Spawning, incubation, and larval development

	Freshwater rearing
	Water quantity and floodplain connectivity to form and maintain physical habitat conditions
	Juvenile growth and mobility

	
	Water quality and forageb
	Juvenile development

	
	Natural coverc
	Juvenile mobility and survival

	Freshwater migration
	Free of artificial obstructions, water quality and quantity, and natural coverc
	Juvenile and adult mobility and survival

	Snake River spring/summer Chinook salmon, fall Chinook, and sockeye salmon

	Spawning and juvenile rearing
	Spawning gravel, water quality and quantity, cover/shelter (Chinook only), food, riparian vegetation, space (Chinook only), water temperature, and access (sockeye only)
	Juvenile and adult

	Migration
	Substrate, water quality and quantity, water temperature, water velocity, cover/shelter, foodd, riparian vegetation, space, safe passage
	Juvenile and adult


a Additional PBFs pertaining to estuarine areas have also been described for Snake River steelhead. These PBFs will not be affected by the proposed action and have therefore not been described in this opinion.
b Forage includes aquatic invertebrate and fish species that support growth and maturation.
c Natural cover includes shade, large wood, log jams, beaver dams, aquatic vegetation, large rocks and boulders, side channels, and undercut banks.
d Food applies to juvenile migration only.
[bookmark: _Toc132705538][bookmark: _Toc173494214]Essential Fish Habitat (Where Applicable – specific to Chinook and/or Coho salmon only)
(Guidance text) Describe and discuss EFH in the action area for each fish species with EFH. Include the total area of EFH for the species, the total area of EFH in the action area. Evaluate the presence, absence, and condition of the EFH for each life-stage of the fish species present in the action area. 
For the purposes of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery and Conservation Act (MSA), EFH means “those waters and substrate necessary to fish for spawning, breeding, feeding, or growth to maturity,” and includes the physical, biological, and chemical properties that are used by fish (50 CFR 600.10). Adverse effect means any impact that reduces the quality or quantity of EFH, and may include direct or indirect physical, chemical, or biological alteration of the waters or substrate and loss of (or injury to) benthic organisms, prey species and their habitat, and other ecosystem components, if such modifications reduce the quality or quantity of EFH. Adverse effects on EFH may result from actions occurring within EFH or outside of it and may include site-specific or EFH-wide impacts, including individual, cumulative, or synergistic consequences of actions (50 CFR 600.810).
[bookmark: _Toc132705539][bookmark: _Toc132709043][bookmark: _Toc132709410][bookmark: _Toc173494215]Effects Analysis
(Guidance text) To analyze the effects of the proposed action in the BA, both the design criteria/construction details and BMPs stated in Section 2.3 should be considered. The effects analysis should identify all impacts (sometimes called effects or stressors) from the project actions to each ESA plant and animal species and critical habitat, either individually, or by a logical grouping. The scope of this analysis considers effects and ecological consequences that are reasonably certain to occur, occur later in time, and are outside the immediate area where an action initially occurs. The effects analysis should be objective and based on the best available science and commercial data.
Revisions to the ESA regulations in 2019 (and reaffirmed in 2024) eliminated the use of the terms direct, indirect, interrelated and interdependent to describe effects and instead rely on determining all “effects of the action”. 
This is what your assessment is all about and is the most important section of your document. This should be one of the longer sections of your BA, having a thorough analysis with a detailed discussion to support your effect determinations.
[bookmark: _Toc173494216]Effects of the Proposed Action to Species 
(Guidance text) Describe how the proposed action may affect each species. Document your analysis of what, when and how the protected species will be impacted and how such individuals are likely to respond to this impact. Remember that you must consider effects that may occur later in time (e.g., after completion of initial construction). If species experts were contacted, include a summary of the conversations/conclusions reached. Include the references for the literature that your analysis relied upon.
Summarize the potential impacts to species (as little as one individual) and indicate how these activities will affect the species. The main point in thinking about impacts is to identify the direct effect to the individual or the change in a required resource that could occur. Don’t forget wholly beneficial impacts. Repeat this for each species.
Examples of impacts can include:
· Increase in turbidity
· Increase in sediment deposition
· Chemical contamination (soil or water)
· Increase or decrease in water temperature
· Increase in noise, vibrations, or light
· Removal or addition of (riparian) vegetative cover
· Tree removal or plantings
· Introduction of invasive competitors
· Change in fire regime to more/less frequent
· Change in visual features of the habitat area
· Alteration of channel morphology (floodplain)
· Increase or decrease in stream velocity or flow
· Wildlife or fish displacement
· Dewatering and fish salvage activities
· Removal of hibernacula
· Removal of soil
· Vehicle strike 
· Habitat restoration activities
[bookmark: _Toc132705540][bookmark: _Toc132709044][bookmark: _Toc132709411]This section should include a detailed analysis including all potential impacts from project actions identified in Section 2. It is critical that the scope of the analysis also consider impacts and ecological consequences that occur later in time and outside the immediate project area. Thought provoking questions:  
· Is there a potential for positive or negative impacts to species?
· What are the temporary and permanent as well as direct and indirect impacts to biotic (plants and animals) factors?
· What is the duration of the impact? Will seasonal or migration routes be impacted?
· Seasonality of presence; does it overlap with when the proposed action will take place?
· What is the frequency of the impact?
· How many individuals of which populations will be impacted?
· What life stage and sex will be impacted?
This section should also consider how a species will respond (or not respond) to a potential impact. This can be expressed in several ways:
· Behavioral – alert, startle, flush, abandon, flee or avoid (staying away from the stimulus). 
· Physiological – increased heartrate, loss of muscle mass, reduced gas exchange, decreased forage success, reduced fecundity, hormone disruptors in wastewater that impair reproduction or alter the sex of individuals (a physical expression of a physio-change). 
· Physical – bodily injury, mortality; or altering a component or habitat (e.g., removing forage plants).
[bookmark: _Toc132705544][bookmark: _Toc132709045][bookmark: _Toc132709412][bookmark: _Toc173494217]Effects of the Proposed Action to Critical Habitat 
(Guidance text) Adverse effects to critical habitat refers to a reduction in the ability of DCH to support individual fitness and/or to support the assigned conservation role, as a result of impacts to primary constituent elements (PCEs) and/or physical or biological features (PBFs). If species experts were contacted, include a summary of the conversations and/or conclusions reached. Include the references for the literature that your analysis relied upon.
Describe how the proposed action may affect proposed or DCH. Summarize the potential impacts to the critical habitat and indicate how these activities will affect the critical habitat. The main point in thinking about impacts is to identify the direct effect to the habitat or the change in a required resource that could occur. Repeat this for each critical habitat.
Examples of impacts can include:
· Increase in turbidity
· Increase in sediment deposition
· Chemical contamination (soil or water)
· Increase in water temperature
· Increase in noise, vibrations, or light
· Removal of (riparian) vegetative cover
· Tree removal
· Introduction of invasive competitors
· Change in fire regime to more/less frequent
· Change in visual features of the habitat area
· Alteration of channel morphology (floodplain)
· Increases in stream velocity or flow
· Removal of soil
This section should include a detailed analysis including all potential impacts from project actions identified in Section 2. Thought provoking questions:  
· Is there a potential for impacts to habitat?
· What are the temporary and permanent as well as direct and indirect impacts to abiotic (air, water, and land) factors?
· What is the duration of the impact? Will seasonal or migration routes be impacted?
· What habitat (loss or gain) will be affected (fragmentation, destruction, modification)?
•	What critical habitat or PBFs of critical habitat will be impacted?
[bookmark: _Toc132705548][bookmark: _Toc132709046][bookmark: _Toc132709413][bookmark: _Toc173494218]Cumulative Effects
(Guidance text) Describe cumulative effects – that is future non-federal actions reasonably certain to occur in the action area. Please note that there is a difference between the definition of cumulative effects for ESA and NEPA.
Cumulative effects under the ESA is defined as “effects of future State or private activities that are reasonably certain to occur within the action area of the Federal action subject to consultation” (50 CFR §402.02). 
Alternatively, cumulative effects under the NEPA is defined as “the impact on the environment which results from the incremental impact of the action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of what agency (Federal or non-federal) or person undertakes such other actions” (40 CFR §1508.7). 
The effects on the environment which results from the incremental effect of the action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of what agency undertakes them.
Factors to be considered as part of the cumulative analysis:
· Proximity of the action to listed species
· Proximity of the effects to listed species
· Distribution of species and habitat use
· Timing, duration, and types of impacts
· Frequency, intensity, and severity of impacts
(Sample text) Cumulative effects include the effects of future state, tribal, local, or private actions that are reasonably certain to occur in the action area described in this BA. Future federal actions that are unrelated to the proposed action are not considered in this cumulative effects analysis because those actions will require separate consultation pursuant to Section 7 of the ESA. 
(Guidance text) For a BA that results in only informal consultation where all species and DCHs in the action area receive a may affect, not likely to adversely affect (NLAA) determination, the need for the cumulative effects analysis is not supported by ESA regulations and the following text may be used:
(Sample text) Cumulative effects of the proposed action are not described as part of this analysis because all listed species and designated critical habitat within the action area are not likely to be adversely affected by the proposed action. 
[bookmark: _Toc132705550][bookmark: _Toc132709048][bookmark: _Toc132709415][bookmark: _Toc173494219]Effects Determination Summary
(Guidance text) In this section one of the following determinations is made for each listed, proposed, or candidate species and critical habitat. 
[bookmark: _Toc132705551][bookmark: _Toc132709049][bookmark: _Toc132709416][bookmark: _Toc173494220]Species and Designated Critical Habitat Effects Determination
(Guidance text) Effect determinations for threatened or endangered species or DCH:
1. “The proposed action will have no effect to the [species or critical habitat]”
2. “The proposed action may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the [species or critical habitat]”
3. “The proposed action may affect, and is likely to adversely affect the [species or critical habitat]”
Determinations for proposed and candidate species (per ITD ESA – Considerations of Candidate and Proposed Species and Proposed Critical Habitat SOP 2022):
1. “The proposed action is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence (no effect) of the [species]”
2. “The proposed action is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of the [species]”
3. “The proposed action is likely to jeopardize the continued existence of the [species]”
Determinations for proposed critical habitat (per ITD ESA – Considerations of Candidate and Proposed Species and Proposed Critical Habitat SOP 2022):
1. “The proposed action is “not likely to destroy or adversely modify (no effect)” on [species] proposed critical habitat”
2. “The proposed action may affect, but is not likely to destroy or adversely modify the [species] proposed critical habitat”
3. “The proposed action may affect, and is likely to destroy or adversely modify the [species] proposed critical habitat”
The terms “jeopardize the continued existence of the species” for proposed and candidate species and “adversely destroy or modify” for proposed critical habitat will be used in this BA and when conferencing with USFWS. 
[bookmark: _Toc173494221][bookmark: _Toc132705552]No Effect
(Guidance text) Reiterate no effect determinations with rationales from Section 4.0 here. ITD no longer accepts separate no effect statements.
"No effect" means there will be no impacts, positive or negative, minor or major, to listed, proposed, or candidate species or proposed or DCH. Generally, this means no ESA species or critical habitat will be exposed to the action and its environmental consequences. Project actions will not pose any effects to ESA species or critical habitat. Effects are measured at the individual scale not population scale. The rationale for No Effect (NE) determinations should be described here. Consultation/Conference and concurrence from the Services are not required on these species only.
[bookmark: _Toc173494222]May Affect-Not Likely to Adversely Affect 
(Guidance text) "May affect, but not likely to adversely affect" means that all effects are either beneficial, insignificant, or discountable. State the specific NLAA effect after each analysis point (e.g., insignificant, discountable, or wholly beneficial). Insignificant effects relate to the size of the impact and include those effects that are undetectable, not measurable, or cannot be evaluated. Discountable effects are those extremely unlikely to occur. Beneficial effects have contemporaneous positive effects without any adverse effects to the species or habitat. These determinations require written concurrence from the Service in the form of a Letter of Concurrence.
(Sample text) The [Project Name] described within this BA may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect, the [Species Name]. The general rarity of [species] in [______ County], and no known populations within the action area, the project is not expected to have direct effects on these species. Effects to these species due to changes in surface water or groundwater quality are not anticipated to adversely affect the species as the project will utilize a variety of water quality BMPs.
[bookmark: _Toc132705553][bookmark: _Toc173494223]May Affect-Likely to Adversely Affect
(Guidance text) Any adverse effects to a listed species or critical habitat or incidental take to any individual of a listed species from any capture activity, relocation effort, or efforts to do so resulting from the proposed action necessitates a “likely to adversely affect” determination and requires the initiation of formal Section 7 consultation with the issuance of a BO.
Any adverse effect to listed species or DCH that may occur as a result of the proposed action and the effect is not: 
· Discountable,
· Insignificant, or
· Beneficial (see definition of “not likely to adversely affect” above).
Species Example: Actions that may rise to the level of take[footnoteRef:1] of individuals to a level that causes harm or may result in disturbance of suitable habitat (via species handling and translocation activities, habitat disturbance or modification). Actions that exceed noise and vibration alert and disturbance levels to the extent of causing harm. Critical habitat PBF Example: Actions that may temporarily or permanently affect DCH with suitable PBFs but are not able to meet all appropriate measures to avoid and minimize adverse effects to PBFs [1:  Per ESA §3: Take is defined as “to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture or collect, or to attempt to engage in any such conduct.” 
Harm is furthered defined by the USFWS as "an act which actually kills or injures wildlife. Such act may include significant habitat modification or degradation where it actually kills or injures wildlife by significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding, or sheltering." 
Harass is defined as “an intentional or negligent act or omission which creates the likelihood of injury to wildlife by annoying it to such an extent as to significantly disrupt normal behavior patterns which include, but are not limited to, breeding, feeding, or sheltering”] 

If the overall effect of the proposed action is beneficial to the listed species, but is also likely to cause some adverse effects, then the proposed action “is likely to adversely affect” the listed species.
(Sample text) The [Project Name] described within this BA may affect, and is likely to adversely affect the [Species Name] for the following reasons:
· The project area is within the known range of [Species Name]
· Approximately ___ acres of potential habitat for the [Species Name] occurs [within or adjacent to] to project area
· Approximately ___ acres of potential habitat for the [Species Name] will be disturbed by the proposed project actions
Due to the above reasons, potential adverse effects on potential habitat for these species cannot be considered insignificant, discountable, or beneficial. ITD requests incidental take coverage for any [species] encountered throughout the proposed project area for the entire duration of the construction activities.
~OR~
(Guidance text) List the reasons why the species or habitat may be impacted separating out those reasons by “may affect” and “no adverse affects” or ”adverse affects”. See example below.
(Sample text) The Proposed Action may affect the [Species or Habitat Name] because:
· List the project actions along with associated impacts that may affect the species or habitat
(Sample text) The Proposed Action is (not) likely to adversely affect the [Species or Habitat Name] because:
· List the project actions along with associated impacts that will (not) adversely affect the species or habitat
[bookmark: _Toc132705556][bookmark: _Toc132709050][bookmark: _Toc132709417][bookmark: _Toc173494224]Essential Fish Habitat Assessment (Where Applicable)
(Guidance text) Use this section only where applicable to comply with The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) when the proposed action occurs in EFH (most of District 2 and areas of District 3 and 6).
The MSA requires federal agencies such as the FHWA (ITD) to consult with the NMFS regarding any action or proposed action authorized, funded, or undertaken by that agency that may adversely affect EFH including actions that occur outside EFH, such as certain upstream and upslope activities. Federal agencies may use existing consultation/environmental review procedures, such as a BA, to satisfy the MSA consultation requirements. Refer to Consultations for Essential Fish Habitat and the NOAA West Coast Region Species and Habitat App. Keep in mind that only effects to EFH itself should be described here and not effects to the individual fish.
(Sample text) The objectives of this EFH assessment are to determine whether the proposed action may adversely affect designated EFH and to recommend conservation measures to avoid, minimize, or otherwise offset potential adverse effects to EFH. Under section 305(b)(4) of the MSA, NMFS is required to provide EFH conservation and enhancement recommendations to federal and state agencies for actions that would adversely affect EFH. 
Potential effects to EFH evaluated include those that relate to: (1) sedimentation and turbidity; (2) hazardous materials and chemical spills; (3) re-suspension of contaminants; (4) aquatic habitat modification and shading; (5) entrainment and stranding potential; (6) predation risk; and (7) food resources.
ITD has determined that the proposed action [will have no adverse affect or will adversely affect] EFH for [insert name of fish(es)]. 
[bookmark: _Toc132705557][bookmark: _Toc173494225]Essential Fish Habitat Conservation Measures
(Guidance text) Describe the conservation measures that have been incorporated into the project that will minimize the potential adverse affects to EFH. You can refer back to Section 6.0 (or delete this section), but if measures are specific to EFH please reiterate them here.


[bookmark: _Toc132705558][bookmark: _Toc132709051][bookmark: _Toc132709418][bookmark: _Toc173494226]References
(Guidance text) The standard reference system for biological technical documents is the CSE Name-Year citation style [e.g., Smith 1999, Smith and Jones 1899, (Jones 2016)] common to many wildlife and natural resource publications.  
Preparers should have copies of cited references available for reviewers at the reviewer’s request and are responsible for the applicability of the references to the study.
EXAMPLES:
The first example of a citation is a book citation. The second example is for a journal article citation. The third example is for a website. 
Council of Biology Editors Style Manual Committee. 1994. Scientific Style and Format: The CBE Manual for Authors, Editors, and Publishers. 6th ed. NY. Council of Science Editors. 704 p.
Garrah, E, R. Danby, E. Eberhardt, G. Cunnington, and S. Mitchell. 2015. Hot spots and hot times: wildlife road mortality in a regional conservation corridor. Environmental Management 56:874-889.
Electronic Factbook [Internet]. 2007. Montreal (QC): McGill University; [updated 2007 Mar 30; cited 2013 Jan 11]. Available from: http://www.is.mcgill.ca/upo/factbook/indexupo.htm 

(Guidance text) Notes for Including Appendices:
· Appendices are to be in order of the first occurrence in the text and separated from the main text by a page divider (see below).
· Include findings or reports of relevant studies/surveys conducted for the project and within the action area or construction footprint (project area).
· Include generated reports from the IPaC and NOAA West Coast Region Species and Habitat App in the project vicinity. Also include a screenshot of the NOAA Protected Resources App map(s), however, only the generated EFH report is necessary. Please refer to ITD ESA Desktop Analysis Instructions for guidance on how to produce lists or reports from these resources. 
· In most cases photos should be provided, but only enough to show a representative sample of the action area and/or construction footprint (project area). Generally, no more than 5 to 8 photos are needed.
· Plan sheets, engineering drawings/designs, or site plans should only be included when necessary to the analysis; discuss with the ITD District, LHTAC, or HQ Biology SME before including them as an appendix.
· CAUTION: DO NOT INCLUDE SPECIFIC INFORMATION, SUCH AS LOCALITY OR OCCURRENCE DATA, THAT IS NOT IN THE PUBLIC RECORD. Provide appropriate information as necessary so that a reviewer may confirm or review the findings. If sensitive data needs to be included in the BA, a summarized technical memorandum should be prepared for the NEPA document (Environmental Assessment [EA] or Environmental Impact Statement [EIS]) that will be made public.
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[Insert Appendix Here]
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