











Summary of Comments

Altogether, ITD received 10 comment forms and 39 map comments throughout the two-week comment
period. Participants highlighted a few key themes, alongside various questions, comments, and concerns.
Key themes included:

e Repeated concerns and complaints about speed limits, access and visibility.
e Suggested improvements such as adding guardrail, turn lanes and traffic signals.
e Questions and concerns about property impacts, ditches and increasing traffic, etc.

The following sections include more details about each key theme.

Repeated concerns and complaints about speed limits, access, and visibility:

e Many people expressed concerns that speed limits are too high, especially in areas with sharp
corners.

e Asignificant number of people complained about poor visibility when accessing the highway,
particularly at the Seven Devils Road approach and the approach near the 7414 property.

e Most people felt that there are too few access points to the highway.

Suggested improvements such as adding guardrails, turn lanes and traffic signals:

e Multiple people emphasized the need for guardrails or jersey barriers, especially at Bullseye
Corner.

e One person suggested adding a traffic signal at the Seven Devils Road approach to improve
safety and ease highway access.

e One person suggested relocating highway access points to improve visibility.

Questions and concerns about property impacts, irrigation ditches and canals:

e Many people questioned whether widening the highway would impact irrigation ditches and
canals. Most expressed the need to keep these functional if any widening occurs, particularly
near Seven Devils Road.

e One person asked about the cost of relocating businesses, houses, water wells, and irrigation
ditches if the final improvement plan includes straightening roadway corners—specifically
between mileposts 193 and 195.

e One person inquired whether properties would need to be purchased for highway widening
projects.

Other comments and suggestions:

e Some people noted frequent wildlife crossings and the presence of agricultural businesses in the
area.

e One person expressed the need to maintain parking availability between the Rapid River Bridge
and Riggins during fishing season at the Little Salmon River.
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I cannot believe you are spending all this money on the wrong side of town. In the last 4 years | have seen no fatalities on the rapid river
side. | have seen 6 fatalities on the Lucile side. 13 accidents on bullseye corner. Put up a guardrail. Common sense please.

The Canal or irrigation ditch is an important cultural and economic resource for The community. If The ditch or Canal Needs To be
Moved please keep it functional. If possible improve The Creek crossing at Seven devils road, at The very least coordinate with The city
of Riggins and/or any future organizations That Manage th ditch. Thank you for engaging The community. [signature]

Speed is the biggest concern, seems like traffic keeps getting faster + faster.

I would like to know if the state highway easement will be increased, from 25 ft from ___ along my 700 feet of business frontage,
centered at mile marker 194. | have an established business here for over 20 years and would like to know if | would have to make any
changes.
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more dangerous if highway speeds increased or sight distances decreased in this approximate two (2) mile section.

So how much are you planning and what can realistically be done without causing detrimental influence on established
properties on either side of the highway for this two-mile segment if the highway corner changed or widened by very much and
speeds increased?

2. Septic Systems

There are also a number of nearby private septic systems in this two-mile section shown on attached US 95 Reconstruction
Questions Concerns Google Earth Sketch.

A number of the septic systems on the riverside are on edge of the existing highway easement and there is no other available
location in most cases for sewer installations because of the river and/or setback requirements.

How are the sewer systems going to be handled if you try to widen highway and they are on the edge of the easement?

Will you condemn and buy the entire property if you take their septic system?

3. Safety

Presently there is a parallel common access road for seven properties on the river side that parallels the highway on the river
side and is protected somewhat by jersey barriers for a part of the common access drive way length. But there is only a single
access point just north of corner (i.e. known as Windy or CCC Camp Corner). Approximate common entrance/exit location is
shown on Sketch as red teardrop "E" which is approximately in front of the 7414 property.

This already is a difficult and semi-dangerous highway access point because of short sight distances each direction and
existing highway speed in the area as it is easy for someone not to see your turn signals or brake lights or you to not see
someone coming before you pull off of or onto the highway.

Many times, already, we have had to go past and continue down the highway, if someone is too close behind us, until we can
get to a clear location to turn off and around safely and come back again to minimize the chance of an

File: Highway 9S Reconstruction Concerns Questions for Open House January 29 2025.docx
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accident. And we all have someone lock up their brakes behind us to try and not hit us.

e |ncreasing the speed around the corner both ways will decrease the safety and increase the chance of accident when entering or
exiting the highway at the existing common driveway if the proposed highway modifications detrimentally provide a shorter line of
sight and faster traffic.

e How are you going to improve or maintain safety at this common driveway highway entrance location?

e Canyou move, this common driveway entrance location one property further north on the river side or provide a single turn lane
coming from the north (if there is enough room and that does not markedly penalize the Nathaniel Davis property)?

4. Water Wells
e There are a number of potable water wells in this two-mile area also. Three of the wells are relatively close to the existing
highway easement. Two of them are approximately directly across the highway from each other at the 7414 property. The third
one is at the 7438 property, which has already been run over once and now has a rock barrier.
e How are these water wells going to be addressed if you widen the highway?
e Willyou condemn and replace them?
e What happens if the flow rate is not equal to or more than the existing wells are producing?
5. City of Riggins Irrigation Ditch
e Thereis anirrigation ditch cased crossing at approximately my property 7386 location shown on attached sketch as a blue pin

drop. This irrigation ditch crossing and irrigation ditch close parallel to the existing highway will make road widening or
straightening both more expensive and complex at and just north of this locale.

File: Highway 9S Reconstruction Concerns Questions for Open House January 29 2025.docx
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This irrigation ditch will limit moving the road to straighten the corner or widening the existing highway without a longer casing
in this immediate area.

The irrigation ditch crossing elevation also precludes lowering the highway at the corner and ditch crossing location. This
requires the grade change immediately north of the irrigation ditch crossing.

How is the existing irrigation ditch and crossing going to be addressed in the proposed highway reconstruction to minimize any
damage to the ditch during construction and make it secure in the future?

Has consideration been given to replacing the irrigation ditch existing casing (galvanized steel culvert) during the road
reconstruction to restore any corrosion damage? The irrigation ditch crossing at Squaw Creek has had to be repaired recently.

How is the City of Riggins irrigation ditch going to be addressed (stabilized/leaks repaired, etc.) in the steep cliff area north of
the storage units clear to Squaw Creek?

What provisions will be included to minimize loose rock from entering the irrigation ditch in this steep cliff section in the
future?

Will you increase depth of borrow ditch along hill side to catch more rocks and any leakage or put in some drainage culverts to
transfer water into river that has collected on or over road in recent past?

What requirements will be included in the construction schedule so as to not adversely affect the irrigation season?

Increased Protection and Sound Reduction at Corner

Presently there is the common driveway that closely parallels the highway on the river side, starting at the ditch crossing and
going north. The common driveway also has a community waterline running in front of the six homes down the common
driveway.

The highway is at a much higher elevation than the common driveway and has concrete jersey barriers on the edge of the
highway to minimize traffic from going over the bank on the corner into the common driveway.

File: Highway 9S Reconstruction Concerns Questions for Open House January 29 2025.docx
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more dangerous if highway speeds increased or sight distances decreased in
this approximate two (2) mile section.

So how much are you planning and what can realistically be done without
causing detrimental influence on established properties on either side of the
highway for this two-mile segment if the highway corner changed or widened
by very much and speeds increased?

2. Seplic Systems

There are also & number of nearby private septic systems (n this two-tnile
section shown on attached US 95 Reconstruction Questions Concemns Google
Earth Sketch.

A number of the septic sysiems on the riverside are on edge of the existing
highway easement and there is no other available location in most cases for

sewer installations because of the river and/or setback requirements.

How are the sewer systems gong to be handled il you try 1o widen highway
and they are on the edge of the easement?

Will you condemn and buy the entire property if you take their septic system?

3. Safety

Presently there is a paralle] common aceess road for seven properties on the
river side that parallels the highway on the river side and is prolected
somewhat by jersey barriers for a part of the common access drive way length,
Bul there is only a single access point just north of corner (i.e. known as
Windy or CCC Camp Comer). Approximate common entrance/exit location
i# ¢hown on Sketch as red teardrop “E™ which is approximately in front of the
7414 property,

This nlready is a difficult and semi-dangerous highway access point because
of short sight distances each direction and existing highway speed in the aren
as il is easy for someone not Lo ses your turn signals or bruke lights or you to
not see someone coming before vou pull off of or onto the highway.

Many times, already, we have had to go past and continue down the highway,
if someone is too close behind us, until we can get to a clear location to tum
off and around safely and come back again to minimize the chance of an

Tile: Mighway 25 Reconamnonon Conceme Quetions G Dpen Howse Ty 29 2025 doey
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accident. And we all have someonoe lock up their brakes behind us 1o try and
not hit us,

Increasing the speed, around the comer both ways will decrease the salety and
increase the chance of aceident when entering or exiting the highway at the
existing common driveway If the proposed highway modifications
detrimentally provide a shorter line of sight and faster waffic,

How are you going o improve or mainiain safety at this common driveway
highway entrance location?

Can you move, this common driveway entrance location one property further
north on the nver side or provide a single fum lane coming from the north (if
there is enough room and that does not markedly penalize the Nuthanicl Davis
property)?

4. Water Wells

There ure s number of potable water wells in this two-mile area also. Three of
the wells are relatively close to the existing highway easement. Two of them
are approximately directly across the highway from each other at the 7414
property. The third one is at the 7438 property, which has already been run
over onoe and now has a rock barrier.

How are these waler wells going to be addressed if you widen the highway?
Will you condemn and replace them?

What happens if the flow rate is not equal to or more than the existing welly
are producing?

5. City of Riggins [rrigation Ditch

There is an irrigation ditch cased crosging at appraximately my property 7386
location shown on attached sketch as a blue pin drop. This irrigation ditch
crossing and irrigation ditch close paralle) to the existing highway will make
rond widening or straightening both more expensive and complex at and just
north of this locale.

Fiie: Higvway 5% Reconmmuction Conserns Dusstons for Cipon Tousa Ty 29 2025 o
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This trrigation diteh will limit moving the road to straighten the corner or
widening the existing highway without a longer casing in this immediate
area.

The irrigation ditch crossing elevation also precludes lowering the highway ar
the comer and ditch crossing location. This requires the grade change
immediately north of the urigation ditch crossing.

How is the existing irrigation diteh and crossing going to be addressed inthe
proposed highway reconstruction to minimize any damage 1o the ditch during
construction and make 1t secure in the future?

Has consideration been given (o replacing the irrigation ditch existing casing
(galvanized steel culvert) during the road reconstruction to restore any
corrosion damage? The irrigation ditch crossing a1 Squaw Creek has had lo be
repaired recently,

How 1s the City of Riggins irrigation ditch going to be addressed
(stabilized/leaks repaired, ete.) in the steep cliff area north of the storage units
clear to Squaw Creek?

What provisions will be included to minimize loose rock from entering the
irrigation ditoh in this steep cliff section in the future?

Will you increase depth of borrow ditch slong hill side 1o catch more rocks
und any leakage or put in some drainage culverts 1o transfer water into river
that has collected on or over road in recent past?

What requirements will be included in the construction schedule so as 1o not
adversely affect the irrigation season?

6. Inereased Protection and Sound Reduction at Corner

Presenily there is the common driveway that closely parallels the highway on
the river side, starting at the ditch crossing and going north. The common
driveway also has a community waterline running in front of the six homes
down the common driveway.

The highway is &t a much higher elevation than the common driveway and has
concrete jergey barriers on the edge of the highway to minimize traffic from
going over the bank on the corner into the common driveway.

Filier Hiphyweay U5 Reconslneion Coneemng Coestions for Dpen ouse Tanwany 29 2025, docx
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If highway reconstruction increases either speed or road elevation, then there
will be an increase in sound (jake brakes) and decreased safety around the

comer. With increased speeds, trucks will start using jake brakes earlier and
longer going around the comer.

« How are you planning to nddress the safety and sound issues?
* Can you limit the speed limii through this section?

Can you not allow jake breaks or install higher jersey barriers to dissipate the
noise more?

Huye you considered installing jersey barriers further both o the south and
north directions from the existing ones to increase safety and decrease both
noise and light pollution going around the comer especially if reconstruction
modifications allow increased speeds or highway elevation chunges?

7. Miscellaneous

» What provisions are being considered 10 help provide safe parking along the
entire preconstruction segment from Rapid River to Riggins during fishing
season, where now automobiles and campers park or camp almost over the
fog line. How will widening the road accommodate that as if the road is

widened in somne areas that will take away any space for parking off of the
pavement?

We would like to thank you answering and responding to our questions and concerns. Please
provide the project contact person or leam information to work with on this interesting
project. We look forward 1o working with you moving forward to develop and construct &

safer highway while minimizing detrimental influences on our properties. Thank you lor
your help.

Sincerely,

8

Attachments: 1S 95 Reconstruction Questions Concemns Google Earth Sketch
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