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September 26, 2025 
 
 
City of Middleton 
Attn: Tim O’Meara 
1103 W. Main Street 
Middleton, ID 83644 
208-585-3133 
 
 
Dear Council Member O’ Meara, 
 
We appreciate your continued engagement and input during the SH-44; I-84 to Star Rd. PEL (Planning and 
Environmental Linkage) Study starting with the September 6, 2023, Visioning Workshop and the subsequent eight 
stakeholder meetings held at the City of Middleton Council Chambers. The Idaho Transportation Department welcomes 
feedback from you as the City’s representative on the Project Executive Committee. We also value the many hours City 
of Middleton staff have dedicated to engaging in these same meetings as well as numerous in-person or phone meetings 
with our consultants to discuss technical challenges and possible resolutions for the alternatives being considered.   
 
The team received your letter sharing your thoughts on the PEL Study process and specific concerns you would like to 
address moving forward. The study team is excited to continue discussing the City’s vision for the corridor, specifically as 
it impacts your community between Canyon Lane and Marjorie Avenue and partnering to further develop each 
alternative as a part of the upcoming NEPA process. Through the PEL process, Project Development Team (PDT) and 
Project Executive Committee (PEC) members from all the corridor stakeholder agencies have thoughtfully, 
collaboratively and iteratively contributed to corridor visioning, establishing purpose, need and goals, defining screening 
criteria, developing reasonable alternatives, and providing feedback on the alternative’s evaluation. Additionally, the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has provided review and input at several pre-established coordination points, 
including at the conclusion of the alternatives evaluation process and result. FHWA acknowledged ITD has correctly 
followed the PEL process and completed the work in a manner that supports the deliverables.  
 
The PEL evaluation process is intended to identify how well each alternative meets the project purpose and need, as 
well as the project goals developed by the PDT. The evaluation has shown that Alternatives 2 and 3 rise to the top in 
best meeting the project purpose, need, and goals while minimizing environmental impacts, including considerations of 
the built environment. Your letter presented a list of City mitigation concerns, which will help us refine the alternatives 
as we move into the environmental documentation (NEPA) phase and evaluate each alternative in more detail. 
 
The analysis so far has been limited to a high-level review of potential impacts and potential mitigation, based on aerial 
imagery, desktop scans, and GIS-level mapping. As we move into the next phase, the team will perform more extensive 
field work. The following work will be part of the next phase: 
 

• Design grade topographic survey which will allow the team to design plans and profiles of SH-44 and impacted 
side streets. 

• Field work and preparation of environmental technical reports (such as noise, wetlands, cultural resources) 
• Coordinate extensively with City Mayor, council representative(s), and staff to refine each alternative. 
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• Equally evaluate Alternatives 1, 2, 3 and 4 between Canyon Lane and Marjorie Avenue with more detail using 
survey and technical report data. Based on this additional analysis all four alternatives may not continue 
throughout the NEPA process 

• Initiate preliminary design for the segments of SH-44 that will remain on the existing alignment across all 
alternatives (I-84 to Canyon Lane and Marjorie Avenue to Star Road) 

• Prepare the NEPA document which will identify the preferred alternative 
 
Council Member O’Meara, we recognize your willingness to move this process forward and hope you will continue to 
commit your time and energy to the upcoming workshop opportunities with the goal of developing solutions to meet 
the purpose, needs and goals of the project as developed by the community. We propose holding workshops with 
Mayor Hutchinson, council representative(s) and staff as a part of the process to review and refine alternatives to 
minimize impacts and determine mitigation. To expeditiously move through this NEPA phase, we will continue to put 
our efforts to fostering collaboration that will result in a finished product that improves both safety and mobility to 
enhance the lives of residents in Middleton and the region.    
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Mark Wasdahl 
ITD District 3 Project Manager 
 
 








